
Dear Friends 

I  wonder how many of you would consider your 
life to be an adventure? I’ve done a little bit of 

adventuring and really rather enjoyed it. It was 
whilst at secondary school I took the opportunity 
with a group of friends to tackle the Duke of 
Edinburgh [‘DoE’] Award and it was amazing. 
Longer and longer expeditions, carrying all your 
supplies and equipment, navigating your way 
round a planned route and generally having a 
good time with my mates. I completed the walks 
with no problems. The difficulty was, that the 
walks weren’t all there was to it. There were 
other very important elements that involved 
learning and serving. I did manage some of it, 
but never really got it signed off and as a result I 
do not have an award that I can show anyone 
and the time limit has long since expired!! 

T he URC is currently encouraging us to ‘Walk 
the Way’ and has highly recommended 

Andrew Roberts book Holy Habits. Taking a 
lead from the end of Acts 2, Andrew explores 10 
habits that he believes can make a big 
difference in our life of discipleship - something 
he describes as a great adventure!  

B ack in my DoE days I could really have 
done with a bit more of a nudge to 

appreciate the whole picture of that particular 
adventure, rather than just the bits I liked.  

 
Similarly,  the  first  chapter  in  Andrew’s   book* 
ends with a prayer entitled “Disturb us Lord”. A 
prayer that asks if we’ve dreamed too little, got 
too comfortable or lost our thirst and allowed our 
vision of the new Heaven to dim. Have we 
become comfortable with church? Or perhaps 
more importantly, have we become resigned to 
the world as it is? Doing our best to patch up the 
wounded, but unable to speak of a vision of the 
world where light floods out from the love of 
God! 

T hankfully, quite unlike the DoE award, there 
is no time limit! In fact discipleship is a 

lifelong adventure: there is always more to learn 
and new steps to take. The first little challenge 
facing us is how we might begin to explore these 
themes together? I believe that it is important to 
include, or at least make the opportunity 
available to as many of the congregation as 
possible. Therefore I hope that from September 
there will be a range of possibilities across the 
month when you can begin to get to grips with 
Holy Habits. It’s likely this will include the times 
that we gather in larger numbers as a church, 
like our church meetings, but also smaller 
events like evening worship or possibly a special 
midweek session or two. If you’re after a good 
summer read, can I encourage you to get hold 
of a copy and dig in? 

W ho knows where the adventure might lead! 
Have a great summer, see you in 

September!! 

    Andy 
* Holy Habits, by Andrew Roberts (Malcolm Down 

Publishing, 2016)  ISBN 978-1910786154. 
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Dates for Your Diary  
Open Gardens  5 August 

at The McDonalds from 3pm 

Morning Worship  12 August 

led by Peter Pay 10.30am  

Wessex Synod SW Area  13 Sept 

Gathering, Parkstone URC  6.30 pm 

Harvest Pop In  22 Sept 

 10.30 – 12.30  

Harvest Supper  tba 

Harvest Festival Service  23 Sept 

 10.30am 



 

 

 

We remember in our prayers those who are or 
have recently been unwell and/or in hospital: 
Dean Adcock, Mhairi Allen, Eileen 
Goodbody, Tom Jenkins, Cecil Lawrence, 
Ann Longley, Gwyneth Maling, Tony 
McKeer, John & Pam Mogg, Mick Rowberry,  
Pam Sales, Linda Skakich, Betty Wilson, and 
Pearl Wilson. 
 
 

Congratulations ... 

to ...Val & Mick Rowberry on the arrival of a 
third great grandchild, Charlie, born 24th May. 

FAMILY NEWS 
Thank You.... 
From Routes to Roots to our Treasurer... 

Dear Martin,  

Please accept our grateful thanks for 

your donation of £265.55 towards the 

work of Routes to Roots raised from your 

March Communion and which we received 

in the post this week.  

It has been a really busy time for us over 

the past few months. Skinner Street 

URC kindly allowed us to install a shower 

for use during our afternoon drop-ins and 

we have installed some new storage that 

will allow us to keep donations for longer. 

We are really blessed by all the support 

we receive .... please pass on our grateful 

thanks to those in your church 

community who have contributed.  

Kind regards,  

Elaine Mellers  

Chair’s Assistant and Volunteer 

Coordinator 

Thank you.... 
We have enjoyed our years at 

Broadstone URC and the many valued 

friendships built up in that time.  

While it was a wrench to say goodbye, 

we are now looking forward to a fresh 

start in Yorkshire and nearer the 

family.  

We will continue to follow events in 

Broadstone, and have great 

confidence in the future for you all at 

BURC.  

We wish you all well for the future 

and thank you for your most generous 

gifts to mark our leaving. 

Isobel & Chris 
[Ed: Photos from the Farewell Tea for Isobel & 
Chris are on page 4.] 

Past Times 
Back in the 1950's Church Anniversary was a red
-letter day in the life of the Congregational 
Church in Broadstone. One Sunday, our Minister, 
the Revd Jack Eastwood, announced with 
obvious delight that we would be welcoming a 
very special guest preacher for our anniversary 
that year. I understood him to say that the visitor 
would be the Revd L. C. Chamberlain, a well-

known BBC religious broadcaster. 

As I walked home, I wondered...was it the Revd. 
Leslie Charles? or Lionel Cuthbert? Imagine my 
amazement when, on the due day, the Revd. 
Elsie Chamberlain climbed up the pulpit steps. 
She was Minister at The City Temple in London 
and a brilliant preacher. We were all uplifted by a 
very challenging sermon and then enjoyed her 
company at the very sumptuous tea that followed 

in the Church Hall (now the Waterman Room). 

Until Elsie Chamberlain visited Broadstone, I had 
no idea that women could be ordained. I have 
since become very proud of the fact that our 
denomination was a pioneer in this respect. Our 
[national church's] first woman minister was, of 
course the Revd Constance Coltman [23 May 
1889 - 26 March 1969] who was ordained in 
1917 - even before any women in this country 

could vote in political elections. 

Constance was a remarkable woman, not least 
because of the extraordinary hat that she always 
wore when preaching! Most notably, though, she 
made a point of writing to every one of her 

female successors, including me fifty years later. 

What a great tradition we have inherited - and we 
are still open and ready for progressive change. 

Thank the Lord for his constant leading. 

Revd Betty Williams 



Church Life in pictures...  

(Left) The ‘Broadstone Bikers’ - tired 
but triumphant - at the end of the 
30th Annual Macmillan Dorset Bike 
Ride last month. 

(Above left ) Our minister Andy says 
‘Goodbye’ to Chris and Isobel Evans with 
very grateful thanks for all that they have 
done for Broadstone URC over their 35+ 
years of membership. 
(left) Isobel and Chris unwrap some of the 
various gifts given to them by the church, 
including (above) a painting of Knole 
Beach by our own Eddie Lowdon. 

(Right) Sunny weather and the usual 
sumptuous spread meant smiles all 

round at the recent Church BBQ.  
Many thanks to all the catering ladies (& 

any catering gents!) and the BBQ-ers! 



 

Church Life in pictures...  
Fun at Family Pop-In  

... and at Broadstone Fun Day 



The clock is ticking... 
 

As mentioned in the last issue of Pathway - 

and at the Church AGM -  this coming 

December will see the 30th anniversary of 

Pathway, and my FINAL issue as Editor.  

So, if you would like to see Pathway 

continue, then please consider taking on  

 

this very interesting and worthwhile job -  

or talk to someone who YOU think would do 

a good job! I will be happy to talk to anyone 

interested about what is involved!!!  

Jim Tudor 

As many of you know Child of Hope is one of 
the local charities that we have supported over 
a number of years. It was originally set-up by 
Moses Okotel when he paid the school fees for 
a few children, as many as he could afford 

through whatever income he was able to  save. 

In 2007 he married Bex Sherlock and in 2008 
they were able start a nursery school in 
Namatala in East Uganda for 40 children in a 
borrowed church building.  Namatala is a slum 
area with great poverty and no resources.  
Moses and Bex soon realised that it was not 
just education that the children 
required but food and healthcare.  
And Child of Hope has been able 

to supply these and more. 

They looked at all aspects of a 
child’s life and that of its family.  
All the children who are involved 
in the charity’s education plans 
are from the poorest families who 
are not able to pay fees for the 
state schools.  The children have 
breakfast at the school and the 
p o o r e s t  a n d  m o s t 
undernourished children also are given a free 
lunch.  Child of Hope has a Family Support 
Team looking at the health, not only of the child 
but also that of the family, and the family 
situations as well.  Mothers are given advice on 
basic hygiene and family planning.  Should one 
of the children become abandoned or suffer 
abuse, then the Family Support team are able 
to offer temporary accommodation at the Child 
of Hope home or with foster parents.  Uganda, 
in common with many other countries, is turning 
to a fostering system as the way to ensure the 
best outcome for children who have no families 
or who are not able to live within the family and 
last year there were 30 Child of Hope children 

who were in foster care. 

Eight years ago they began work on building a 
primary school for children from nursery to 
primary (roughly the same as our First and 
Middle schools), so that children receive 
education from 3½ to about 14 years old.  The 
school was completed 3 years ago and now 
550 children are involved.  The education that 
the children receive there is extremely good, 
among the top 6% in the country.  Child of Hope 
pays for about 50 children to attend the local 
secondary school.  Unfortunately the education 
they receive there is not so good and so the 

charity is hoping to find sufficient 
funds to build a secondary school 
although they are looking to open 

one in hired premises. 

A greater involvement within the 
local community is being 
considered by expanding the 
Family Support Team.  This 
involvement could also cover the 
expansion of a scheme that is 
run to enable some mothers to 
earn an income to help pay rent, 
food and education, by running 

their own business.  It is called the Income 
Generating Activities scheme.  £26 is supplied 
to the participant and help and advice is given, 
be it charcoal selling, used clothes selling, 

hairdressing or fruit and veg stalls. 

This gives you an overview of the work of the 
charity, which is organised in the UK by Bex’s 
parents and a number of volunteers.  So you 
can see that the money from July’s communion 
collection will be put to good use.  There is also 
an opportunity for those who would like to get 
more deeply involved through monthly 
sponsoring of a child, a teacher’s salary or 

healthcare. 

Pat Johnson  

Minute For Mission - Child of Hope 



Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday  
    in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’  
    service every 3rd Sunday 
            6.30 pm  Evening Service & Holy Communion 
    - Last Sunday in the month        

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 

  8.00 pm Music GroupSaturday     5.00 - 7.30 
pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Items for the October/November 2018 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 23rd September 2018 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Ladies’ Open House Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister: Rev. Andy Hall 

                01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin  

email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                   Mr Martin Casey 

email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                  Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   

email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Our communion offering for August is for the Alpha 
India Foundation. This charity was founded in 1999 
by Roger and Pearl Higgins who live in Corfe 
Mullen. There are a number of aspects to the work 
they do in India however the one we have supported 
as a church for many years are the two children’s 

homes.  

The two homes are Rainbow’s End for the boys and 
Sunshine Corner for the girls. An Indian Christian 

couple are employed to care for the children. 

The children and young 
people they have taken in 
over the years have typically 
been orphaned or have 
been rescued from abuse or 
extreme poverty. They are 
cared for in a loving 
Christ ian environment, 
through childhood and into 

further education. 

They currently have 5 boys, 
14 girls and 8 students who 
they are supporting through 
college. Some of the 
students are studying locally and come back to the 
home either daily or at weekends and those farther 

away come back at holiday times. 

Danny has completed a mechanical engineering 
degree and is now working. He still attends the 
same church and visits the home during holidays. 

Paulraj is now in his 3rd year at 
Bible college and enjoying 
many aspects of the course, 
leading worship and teaching 
children. Kavitha and Selvi are 
studying to be nurses and 
Shalini is studying civil 

engineering. 

The running costs are about £40 per child per 
month. On top of this are items of capital 

expenditure. They currently 
have the urgent need for a 
boundary wall. Villagers are 
building houses right up 
against the chain link fence 
and they are concerned for 
the safety of the children. 
This will cost around £4,700 
and they have raised 
approximately half of this 

cost to date.  

They continue to face 
difficulties working with the 
Indian authorities who 

object to the Christian basis for their work and put 
obstacles in their way. So please pray for the work 
being carried out by Alpha India and if you would like 
to contribute financially we have the opportunity to 

do this in the August communion. 

David Holland 

Minute For Mission - Alpha India Foundation  


