
Dear Friends 

H arvest Festival is now just a memory. 
Bonfire Night has come and gone with a 

bang! Advent is here... Christmas fast 
approaches. If the shops and advertisements 
are to be believed, Christmas is a time for 
buying presents, preferably expensive ones, to 
give to family and friends. Equally, we probably 
hope too to receive presents to suit our tastes, 
literal or otherwise, and interests. Yet in this time 
of happiness and joy, do we fully remember and 
celebrate receiving that great incomparable gift 
of love and the hope of everlasting life? 
Moreover, are we doing enough to bring this gift 
to others, whether at home or in the wider 
world? 

M y thoughts here have been prompted by 
our recent travels in Cyprus. Here, amid 

the glitz of souvenir and jewellery shops, bars 
and ‘English pubs’, we saw St Paul’s Column in 
Paphos. To explain briefly, when St Paul [then 
named ‘Saul’] and Mark the Evangelist reached 
Paphos, the seat of the Roman government in 
Cyprus, they encountered Elymas who actively 
tried to prevent  the  pair  from  meeting  the  
Roman governor, Proconsul Sergius Paulus. 

 
According to  tradition,  Elymas  had  Saul  
dragged  to  the synagogue, tied him to the 
afore-mentioned pillar, and whipped.  

D espite his efforts, Elymas could not stop the 
Proconsul, appointed by the Senate in 

Rome, from meeting with Barnabas and Saul. 
The Proconsul, ‘a man of intelligence,’ granted 
an audience with the two to hear what they had 
to say.  It was during this encounter in the 
Proconsul’s audience chambers that Saul struck 
Elymas blind, converted Sergius Paulus to the 
Faith, and himself received the name ‘Paul’ -
never to be called ‘Saul’ again. 

I n this context, the plight and challenges of 
being a Christian in an alien world are brought 

sharply into focus. According to CESNUR - the 
Italian-based Centre for Studies on New 
Religions - 90,000 Christians were killed for their 
beliefs worldwide in 2016. The Open Doors 
World Watch List https://www.opendoorsuk.org/ 
persecution/countries/ highlights the 50 
countries where it is most difficult to live as a 
Christian. These are the places where followers 
of Christ must keep their beliefs hidden and 
where living the gospel means facing beatings, 
imprisonment, discrimination and abuse.  

H ow can our personal efforts help to make 
this world a safer and more tolerant place?  

F irst, pray for peace in the world; peace at an 
individual level and at a community level. 

Pray for the protection of all people, including 
persecuted religious minorities such as the 
Yazidis and Christians – hundreds of thousands 
of whom have fled in fear of their lives. Also, 
support with prayer and money the efforts of 

Pathway 

 
Newsletter of Broadstone United Reformed Church 
December 2017 / January 2018 

In This Issue:  

Church Life in pictures • Carols - Just For 
Christmas? • A Very Fishy Tale • Christian 
Aid Christmas Appeal • Frankenthal Visit • 
Reformation Revisited and more…  

Continued on back page 

Dates for Your Diary  
Advent Hope discussion/study sessions in Water-

man Lounge  

Messianic  Reality : Incarnation 11 Dec   

 10.30am 

The  Messiah  Celebrated  19 Dec  

(Bring Your Own Wine Glass!) 10.30am 

Christmas Festival Service  17 Dec 

 10.30am 

Candlelight Carol Service  6.30pm 

United Holy Communion 24 Dec 

at Broadstone Methodist Church 11.30pm 

Christmas Day Joint Worship  25 Dec 

at Broadstone URC 10.30am 

Carol Praise Service 31 Dec 

 10.30am 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/%20persecution/countries/
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/%20persecution/countries/


 

 

 

We remember in our prayers those who are or 

have recently been unwell and/or in hospital: 

Jane Adcock, Mhairi Allen, Connie Evans, 

Eileen Goodbody, Tom Jenkins, June & Cecil 

Lawrence, Ann Longley, John & Pam Mogg, 

Ann Shield, Sandra Taylor, Eileen Thurston, 

Neil Thurston, Margaret van Coller, Jean 

Wanstall and Betty Wilson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations ... 

to Our Newly-blessed Grandparents on their 

new grandchildren as follows: 

 Sandra and Phil Taylor, a first grand- 
      daughter Grace Ava (born Saturday 30th  
      September, weighing 8lb 1oz), a    
      daughter for Lynda Taylor and Ian Broddick,  
      and a sister for William; and 

 Peter and Alison Legg, a grandson Albert 
Owen (born Thursday 26th October, 
weighing 8lb 10z) the first child of  Zoe (neé 
Legg) and Paul Jones. 

Photos of both babies appear on the opposite 
page. 

FAMILY NEWS 

In our previous church, at Great Bookham in 
Surrey, I led a discussion group called Forum 
for a number of years. The group was set up 
particularly to encourage those within the 
church who lacked the confidence in their 
own knowledge to take part in more formal 
Bible study groups. The group flourished and 
Jean and I were therefore keen to join in 
when Charles Meachin proposed the 
formation of a group to look, initially, at Martin 

Luther and the Reformation. 

The success of any discussion group 
depends very much on the chemistry 
between the  members, who must feel free to 
express themselves, however hesitantly or 
controversially. Charles’ group of about a 
dozen of us gelled from the start. Led by 
Charles’ own vast experience and 
enthusiasm, with George Goodbody lobbing 
in the occasional “non-controversial” hand 
grenade, tempered by Barbara Meachin’s 
well reasoned interventions, we all felt able to 

chip in freely. 

Having started with the Reformation we 
moved on to a wide range of topics. Without 
wishing to offer a sort of shopping list – even 
if I could remember them all- there were some 
which stick in the memory. George led 
sessions on ‘Is wealth a sin?’ and ‘What does 
the Bible say about our attitude to 
immigration?’– both typically uncontroversial 

Goodbody subjects! Martin Casey led us 
through a discussion on Celtic Spirituality and 
Charles took sessions on ‘Other world 
religions’ and an intriguing ‘Was Moses a 
monotheist?’. Faces turned a little pale when 
we faced a discussion on ‘Realised 
Eschatology’ but that turned out to be a 
fascinating discussion of whether the Second 

Coming has already taken place. 

I hope this gives a flavour of the group’s 
meetings and on behalf of all the present 
members I can assure you of a very warm 
welcome – to say nothing of coffee and 
doughnuts/fruit pies -  if you come along to 
the new programme starting on 28th 
November [and continuing until Tuesday 19th 
December – see Dates for Your Diary on 
page 1. Editor] when we shall be looking at 
Messianic Prophesy. We meet at 10.30 in the 

Waterman Room. 

Mike Wanstall  

Along with Mike’s reflections, the Editor also 
received the following anonymous “tribute 

from a study group member”: 

An erudite fellow called Meachin 

Agreed to lead us in a teach-in. 

He made us all think, 

Five weeks passed in a blink. 

Now he can return to his preachin’. 

The Reformation Revisited  
Some Thoughts on the recent discussion group series. 



 

Church Life in pictures...  

Grace Ava, a first daughter for Lynda Taylor 
& Ian Broddick and a sister for William 

(left) Albert Owen, the first child of  
Zoe (neé Legg) and Paul Jones. 

(below) Here are some of the 77 ‘shoe 
boxes’ collected by members, friends and 

the Broadstone Beaver Colony for the 
Operation Christmas Child appeal 

Reproduced  
with permission 

The Editor wishes all 

readers of Pathway  

a very Happy Christmas 

and  

a prosperous New Year 



 

Church Life in pictures... Fun at the Advent Family Pop-In 



Under the banner [and somewhat misguided] 
headline of “Broadstone trotzt dem 
Brexit” [Broadstone defies Brexit], the daily 
newspaper for Rhineland-Pfalz, succinctly 
named Der Rheinpfalz, reported extensively on 
the recent visit by the Broadstone URC group to 
our twin church in Frankenthal, Die Zwölf-
Apostel-Kirche, celebrating 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation.   

The report did go on to say - roughly translated - 
that “the ZAK and the Broadstone United 
Reformed Church (URC) in Dorset/ South 
England recently celebrated a three-decade 
partnership with a six-day visit by 14 English 
‘parishioners’ to Frankenthal”. The report also 
mentioned not only the past leader-ship of Revd 
Caroline Vodden on previous visits but also the 
forthcoming arrival at Broadstone URC of Revd 

Andy Hall.  

Photos left and below show the 
combined party both at the 2-day 
prayer and worship ’retreat’ at 
Ebernburg; and in front of the ZAK 
church after the joint service of 
worship, which was led by Pfarrer 
Uwe Laux - shown with a Poole 
Pottery vase presented on behalf of 
our church by Martin Casey -  and 
Dr Werner Schwartz (shown with 

Janet Shortland). 

Frankenthal Visit renews Twinning LInk 



A Very Fishy Tale 
 

The February/March 2017 issue of Pathway 
contained an amazing (unbelievable?) story. 
During his annual holidays on the Norfolk 
Broads, our very own Revd Timothy Meachin 
has:- 

 Caught (and returned) a single fish (pike). 

 From the same fishing spot. 

 U n d e r  t h e  s a m e 
overhanging tree. 

 On each of the last 5 years! 
Each year, the fish appears to 
have grown a little bigger. 
The story amazed the angling 
world and the Pathway article 
and picture went viral on social 
media.  Fishing experts 
debated as to whether Tim had 
caught five different fish or had 
caught the same fish five times. 
AMAZING NEWS – HISTORY 
REPEATS ITSELF 

You may find this hard to 
believe, but during his October  

 

 
2017 holiday on the Norfolk Broads, Tim once 
again, caught one pike from the same spot 
under the same tree!  This year’s fish (Year 6) 
appears to be a little bigger (photo below). 
than in the previous year. 
It is said that fact is stronger than fiction but 
once again, the angling world is in turmoil. 
Can Tim claim a World Record Multiple 

Catch? 
Should the facts be 
included in the Guinness 
Book of Records? 
Is it a real fish or does 
Tim take a cardboard 
replica of a pike on 
holiday each year? 
If you can throw light on 
this mystery or suggest 
how the catch can form 
the basis of Tim’s next 
sermon, please submit 
your suggestions to The 
Editor. 

Anon 

Christian Aid Christmas Appeal 

It doesn’t seem that long ago when I was 
standing here speaking about Christian Aid 
and now I want to bring their Christmas 

Appeal to your notice. 

It is called Enough for Everyone – now isn’t 
that a phrase which strikes home as we 
ourselves prepare for Christmas hoping that 
we too have brought in enough turkey, 
chocolates and wine to feed everyone in our 
family!  But in this world of ours “hunger 
never sleeps” and there are literally millions 
of people who will be starving even as we 
tuck in to more food than we can really cope 
with……..simply because it is Christmas and 

that is what we do! 

So…………..as in every year, our Christmas 
offering will be for the work of Christian Aid… 
to help alleviate the suffering of those 
millions.   You will see the poster about it in 
our hall and there are also some mince pie 
“decorations” which will remind us of the 
hunger in the world. There will be envelopes 

for you to pop your  donation in and put in the  

 

collection during one of our Christmas 
services or even beforehand.  The envelopes 
themselves tell you of how even a small 
amount of money can alleviate suffering – for 
instance £40 could provide cash vouchers to 
feed a whole family in South Sudan for one 
month. And the good news is that our Govern
-ment will match any donations made 
between the 6th November and the 5th 
February next year (up to £2.7 million)!   Now 

that HAS to be good news.  

S o  p l e a s e ,  p l e a s e  d o n a t e 
generously…………we can all surely cut 
down on our own food buying to help those 
who are literally starving.  Would one less 
extra helping of turkey or Christmas pudding 
make a difference to OUR lives other than 

our waistlines?!  

We are particularly good at thinking of others 
and trying to help where we can. What better 
time of year than Christmas to do just that! 
Val Rowberry 



Jim asked me to pick my favourite hymn 
related to Christmas and whilst there are so 
many wonderful carols to choose from I have 
special feelings for Hymn Number 466 in 
Rejoice and Sing, entitled “Sussex Carol”.  
The tune is a familiar one and easily 
recognized and an English traditional melody. 
 

Strange, you may think, to choose this but I 
want to take you through the verses and their 
significance for me. 
 

Verse 1 reads, 
As man and woman we were made, 
That love be found and life begun; 
So praise the Lord who made us two, 
And praise the Lord when two are one: 
Praise for the love that comes to life 
Through child or parent, husband, wife. 
 

My son, Alex, and his Bride, Amy, chose this 
hymn for their wedding.  They now, are not 
only  husband and wife but also parents to Ella 
Grace. 
 

In verse 2, 
Now Jesus lived and gave his love 
To make our life and loving new; 
So celebrate with him today, 
And drink the joy he offers you 
That makes the simple moment shine 
And changes water into wine. 
 

Jesus gives his love to us all so celebrate a 
special love and enjoy and shine for Him. 
At the wedding Jesus turned water into wine 
and, whilst at Alex and Amy’s wedding, there 
was some wine to share and celebrate the joy 
of their love on that special day and to raise 
glasses in a toast, the Lord showed His power, 

which emanates from a love beyond words, 
displayed by his death on the cross. 
Verse 3, 
And Jesus died to live again; 
So praise the love that, come what may, 
Can bring the dawn and clear the skies, 
And waits to wipe all tears away; 
And let us hope for what shall be, 
Believing where we cannot see. 
 

Yes, on the third day, He rose again and 
showed His victory over death on the cross.  
The Lord can wipe away all tears and bring us 
hope if we truly believe. 
 

Finally verse 4, 
Then spread the table, clear the hall, 
And celebrate till day is done; 
Let peace go deep between us all, 
And joy be shared by everyone: 
Laugh and make merry with your friends, 
And praise the love that never ends! 
 

At Alex and Amy’s wedding reception at The 
Parley Manor there were tables spread out in 
the marquee and there was a special 
atmosphere and certainly a feeling of love, 
peace and joy which we all shared. 
 

We laughed and we made merry – not too 
much though and not to excess – with family 
and friends and it was a day to always 
remember. 
 

Most importantly love was in abundance. 
 

Praise the love that never ends – especially 
the love of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Praise Him forever. 
 

Linda Smith 

Carols – Just For Christmas? 

Flower Distribution Rota 
Thank you once again to all the regular helpers plus those who joined us at Easter and Harvest this year 

to do this worthwhile job. 

A special ‘thank you’ to Patricia as she leaves our little team, so we are always looking to recruit new 

volunteers to continue this Ministry through Flowers, which is always really appreciated by the recipients. 

Most of you know that the flowers donated for the Sunday services each week are then taken afterwards 
– or on a Monday – to those church members and friends who are unwell or celebrating a special event, 

or just a Thank You from the Broadstone United Reformed Church. 

Please let me know if would like to join us. Your turn only comes round every few weeks and it is a 

pleasure to bring joy to our Church Family. 

Many thanks 

Margaret Tudor 



Items for the February / March 2018 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 14th January 2018 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Ladies’ Open House Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister (from 26.1.18):  Rev. Andy Hall 

 Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                 Mr Martin Sales 

email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday  
    in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’  
    service every 3rd Sunday 
            6.30 pm  Evening Service - 4th Sunday only   
    ‘Worship and The Word':  
    informal praise, worship and discussion  
   

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
  2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 

  8.00 pm Music Group 
 

 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Continued from front page 

Christian Aid, Release International, Open 
Doors and other agencies helping persecuted 
Christians and churches worldwide. Do this not 
for yourself but to honour Him whose name we 
treasure. For as He himself said (Matthew 25:31
-40, edited) 
 

“But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, 

and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
upon his glorious throne. ...Then the King will 
say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the creation of the world.  
“For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was 

thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a 
stranger, and you invited me into your home. I 

was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was  
sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and  
you visited me.’   

“Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, 
when did we ever see you hungry and feed 
you? Or thirsty and give you something to 

drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality? 
Or naked and give you clothing?  When did we 
ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 

 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth,  

 

 
when you did it to one of the least of these my  

brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’” 
 

A nd, to close with those most apposite words 
of St Paul (1 Corinthians 13), 

And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

H ave a peaceful joyful Christmas. 

 Yours in Christ 

   Jim Tudor 

For the linguists among us 

During last summer I attended an organ 
concert at Winchester Cathedral, given by the 
cathedral’s three organists and entitled ‘Organ 
Fun’. 

Two of the pieces played were: 

 Apportez-moi du soliel, and 

 Wer glaubst du, du machst Witze 

Answers on the back of an envelope! 

Pat Johnson 


