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Dear Friends

S

unday the 3rd September was a momentous
day in the life of our two congregations as a joint
church meeting of the Broadstone and Blandford
Forum United Reformed Churches unanimously
agreed to invite the Rev. Andy Hall to be our next
minister. As I reflected on this event the following
words from a verse of hymn 581 in Rejoice and Sing,
written by Fred Pratt Green in 1973, came to mind.
We need not now take refuge in tradition,
like those prepared to take a final stand,
but use it as a springboard of decision,
to follow him whose Kingdom is at hand.

I

n many ways we are a traditional URC
congregation. Our building and style of worship,
based on sound Christian teaching, are fairly
traditional. We have also developed some traditions
of our own. For example our tradition of shared
pastoral care, supporting each other in times of
need, and enabling us to be an open, friendly and
welcoming church to newcomers. It is often easier to
‘stick with what we know’; the traditions that we have
been brought up with and have come to cherish.
Indeed there may be times when it is right to ‘take
refuge in tradition’; this can be particularly true when
we as individuals are faced with a difficult situation or

<

Dates for Your Diary

Blandford Forum URC Harvest
Supper

2 October
6.30pm for 7pm

Bible Sunday Service
Broadstone Methodist Church

29 October
4.30pm

Bonfire Party

4 November
6pm

Shoebox Sunday & Family
Worship Mix

19 November
10.30am

Family Pop-In

25 November

as a fellowship need to re-group, consolidate and rediscover our mission. But there are also times when
we need to use our traditions as a solid base from
which to move forward, embracing change where
necessary to fulfil our mission. I believe that we are
now at such a time.

W

e have a great deal of potential, through the
wide variety of our activities, to reach out to
the community around us; a potential that we have
started to explore in recent years. During Caroline’s
ministry we have embraced changes in our worship
style with Family Worship Mix and Worship and the
Word on one Sunday each month. At the same time
we have come to recognise the need for a closer
relationship to the community in which we live; the
Saturday morning Pop-Ins, the developing links with
some local schools and, more recently, a closer
working relationship with the pre-school that meets
in our hall are some examples.

I

have been privileged to serve on the Vacancy
Committee and, after all that I have read, heard
and seen of Andy I believe that Caroline’s ministry
has prepared us for Andy’s ministry among us. His
background and experience will, I am sure, enable
us to further grow our community links, particularly
among children and young families, which we have
started to develop. His ministry will, I believe, be a
springboard for decisions that will lead to future
growth in our faith as individuals and our outreach as
a Christian fellowship to our local community, as we
seek to follow him whose Kingdom is at hand.

Yours in Christ

Ian McDonald

10.30am
Advent Service
of Remembrance

26 November
4.30pm

Church Roast Lunch

3 December
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Bible Society Update and more…

FAMILY NEWS
We remember in our prayers those who are or have
recently been unwell and/or in hospital: Jane
Adcock, Kathleen Burbidge, Jill Freemantle,
Eileen Goodbody, Tom Jenkins, Ann Longley,
John & Pam Mogg, Pam Sales, Ann Shield, Jean
Wanstall and Revd Betty Williams.
We also pray for Jean Vincent and family on the
recent death of Jean’s sister.
Congratulations ...
to Grace Allinson on her recent 95th birthday.
to Mary Joyce on her recent 90th birthday.
to Anna Bussell on gaining a place to read
Geography at Birmingham University following her
successful ‘A Level’ results.
to Paul McDonald on gaining his ‘Solo’ licence from
the British Glider Association.

Pastorate Update
As many of you will know, after Morning
Service led by Revd. Andy Hall on 3rd
September, there was a joint church meeting of
Blandford Forum URC and Broadstone URC.
Some 57 members of both churches attended,
plus a further 7 Adherents. (All those attending
were entitled and welcome to speak at the
meeting. However, only church members were
entitled to vote.)The purpose of the meeting
was to consider offering a call to Andy to be
Minister of both churches.
Revd. Ray Stanyon, as our Interim Moderator
and Chair of the Meeting, then invited everyone
to hold discussions in small groups. Feedback,
table by table, was given and responded to as
appropriate by the Chair and/or members of the
Vacancy Committee. Voting papers were then
distributed by the tellers to all members wishing
to vote and completed papers were collected
by the tellers. The result was a unanimous
'Yes', with no 'No' votes recorded.
The meeting closed but, immediately after,
Revd. Ray Stanyon telephoned Andy and the
family – they were en route back home - to let
them know the outcome of the meeting and
Andy at the same time verbally accepted our
invitation!
Andy has now communicated his decision to
take up the Pastorate of Broadstone and
Blandford Forum URCs to his own churches in
Manchester. We are looking forward to
welcoming Andy, Michelle and family to
Broadstone next year.

Brian Cropp
1st October 1933 - 14th August 2017
Brian was six when war broke out. The family
lived near Southampton, a target for bombing,
and so Brian was evacuated. This was
something he didn’t enjoy at all.
At 18 he was called up for National Service and
served for 2 years in Egypt where he was part of
the ordnance survey department. While there he
became a pen pal. Moira was a trainee nurse at
the time and they were encouraged to write to
men in the forces. The letters arrived in sacks
and Brian chose Moira’s because, as he said, it
smelled the best. Moira later sent a photo and
Brian was smitten. After Brian had completed
his National Service they married and Brian
became a Land Surveyor. They lived for a while
in the North East where Barbara and Gary were
born. They then settled in Slough where Brian
worked for the council and Moira was a nurse.
They attended the local Baptist church and
became very involved in the community. Brian
also worked in London for a while at
Hammersmith and then Brent Council.
When Barbara and family moved to Sydney,
Brian and Moira made a number of visits there
and took the opportunity to travel around
Australia. As Brian approached retirement, they
planned to move to Australia but after a last
minute change of heart they decided to stay and
instead moved to Lytchett Matravers in 1995.
Initially they found it too quiet but soon made
friends with people in our church. Moira worked
at a charity shop and helped with the Day
Centre. Brian was involved in Probus and he
continued his passion for stamps. He regularly
displayed his collection, gave talks and travelled
to stamp auctions. He was well renowned in the
philatelic community and was a Fellow of the
Society of Postal Historians.
In 2006 Moira died shortly before what would
have been their Golden Wedding anniversary.
Brian was devastated by Moira’s passing and
initially struggled to cope. However he was a
very determined man and with the help and care
of his good friends he managed well living
alone.
The past two years, however, saw Brian’s health
deteriorate and he had a number of periods of
poor health. It was nevertheless a shock to us
all when Brian was taken ill again and died on
August 14th, 11 years to the day after Moira’s
funeral. He will be greatly missed by us all.
David Holland

Church Life in pictures... Fun at Harvest Family Pop-In

Church Life in pictures...
(Left and below) Inside and outside:
views of Blandford Forum URC, our
partner in the new Pastorate.

(Left) Cookery demonstration was just
one of the attractions that drew 40+
each day to our Holiday at Home
Week held in August
(Below) Gill Payne and Ian McDonald
review the work of Poole Food Bank at
the Harvest Supper.
Below is shown some of the produce
given at the Harvest Festival Service.

Poole Food Bank
At our recent Harvest Supper, Gill Payne
[photo on opposite page, with Ian McDonald]
spoke about the work of the Poole Food Bank
and some of the other projects supported by
Faith Works Wessex. In connection with this
our September Communion Offering has gone
to support the Poole Food Bank.
Poole Food Bank is run in conjunction with
Longfleet United Reformed Church and
Churches Together in Poole. They seek to help
people in their time of need by providing food;
enough to see them and their family through
the next three days. At the same time,
volunteers provide a listening ear and, where
appropriate, advice about other forms of
support.
Over the last 12 months, they have issued
1400 food parcels; this has helped 2000 adults
and 1350 children. They have also supported
10 families whilst housed in emergency bed
and breakfast or ‘room only’ accommodation.
Often these families are provided with only a
kettle (and sometimes a microwave) while they
wait for a more permanent solution to their
housing situation. They are provided with ‘kettle
packs’ – food that doesn’t need cooking
facilities. Summer is hard for those who
normally get free school meals during term time

– there is an extra
meal to find. So, they
worked with four local
schools, which sent
out letters to such
families with special
vouchers to redeem at
the Food Bank. They
ended up providing 64
top-up food parcels to
families who would
normally benefit from
free school meals.
One person supported by the Food Bank said,
“It is more than food, it’s a welcome. I didn’t
feel ‘judged’. Everyone was friendly and made
me feel better about a bad situation. It was a
real lifeline”.
Most of the food is donated by local churches,
schools, community groups, businesses and
individuals. Harvest is a time when they receive
a lot of donations; food brought to our Harvest
Festival service has again been given to the
Poole Food Bank. However, at other times in
the year, the Food Bank runs short of certain
items and our Communion Offering will enable
them to buy such items when needed.
Ian McDonald

Open Gardens
Many thanks to Eileen Thurston and Gill &
Ian McDonald for again hosting an ‘Open
Garden’ event. The hospitality and
conversation were much enjoyed.
Donations from both events totalled
£153.50 and this money will go towards
Church funds.

The oldest computer can be traced
back to Adam and Eve. Not
surprisingly, it was an Apple.
But it had an extremely limited
memory: just one byte, and
everything crashed.
Reproduced with permission

The Bible Society - Minute for Mission Update
Last year’s update gave examples of where the
Bible Society was most active, including China,
Africa, and the Middle East, as well as here.
These are the places that they are still
concentrating on, particularly the Middle East,
with all its troubles, including the presence of ISIS
there. In fact one of the headings on their
website says: “We have a special place in our
hearts for the Middle East. We’ve been working to
bring the Bible to life there for nearly 70 years –
and have no intention of leaving”.
When (in 2014) ISIS captured the Iraqi town of
Mosul, they branded all the houses of Christians
with the Arabic N, ‘nun’, for Nazarene). Owners
of these houses knew that they had three
choices, to pay a fine, flee or be killed. In reality
for them the choice was flee or be beheaded. To
show solidarity with Christians in Mosul many
western Christians changed their profile picture
on social media to the symbol ‘nun’.
Some Iraqi women have been embroidering
bookmarks (see photo) so that they are able to
earn money, which helps them to buy items such
as shampoo and basic medicines.
These
bookmarks are being sold by donation through
the Bible Society with the proceeds going to help
their work in the Middle East.
Those who flee do not have an easy journey.
Some who arrive as refugees in Europe can have

travelled through seven
countries. They arrive afraid
as well as being tired and
exhausted, but are helped by
Christians including the Bible
Society. For one, being given
an Arabic Bible has helped
him to see that he is not
alone. “It reminds me that
every human is loved by God
and has a value,” he says.
In England and Wales, the Bible Society has
developed resources to engage people and to
show them the relevance of the Bible in their daily
lives. They have a number of resources with
which to do this. As well as their Open the Book
programme in primary schools, they produce
material for those studying Religious Studies at
GCSE, AS and A levels. For adults there is a
course called The Bible Course; there is
information on the Lyfe Course which is used by
small groups and as well there are resources for
book groups which read one book of the Bible
every month.
So as well as helping to supply Bibles for those
overseas, our October Communion Offertory
contributions will assist the Society in their work.
Pat Johnson

Items for the December 2017 / January 2018 issue of Pathway
should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 3rd December 2017
Weekly Activities
Sunday

10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church

Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday Minister (from 2018): Rev. Andy Hall
Tel: 01202 601103
in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’
service every 3rd Sunday
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

6.30 pm Evening Service - 4th Sunday only
‘Worship and The Word':

informal praise, worship and discussion

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month)
Wednesday 10.00am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group
(alternate weeks)

2.00 pm
Thursday 10.00 am

Toddler Group
Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)
(alternate weeks)

2.30 pm
8.00 pm
Saturday

Points of Contact

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans
& Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org
Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

Women’s Network - at Methodist Church
Music Group
Editor:

5.00 - 7.30 pm Pop-In Express (2nd in month)

Mr Jim Tudor
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org
Web: www.broadstoneurc.org

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
Twice-monthly Ladies’ Open House Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details.

