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Dear Friends 

“D on’t look back!”... How often have those words 
been said – and not been heard! Fortunately, 

none of us (as far as I am aware) has suffered the 
fate of Lot's wife, who as described in Genesis 
19:26, “looked back [at Sodom] from behind him, 
and ... became a pillar of salt.” For most of us, 
looking back is not about times of dubious pleasure 
but about remembering times of joy; perhaps a 
wedding, the birth of a child, ‘milestones’ in the life of 
a family member, your favourite football team 
winning the Premier League.... Equally, sometimes, 
we might perhaps view the past with rose-coloured 
spectacles. Will it ever come back? As the famous 
opening lines of The Go-Between say, “The past is a 

foreign country: they do things differently there.” 

S o, in our church life and worship, we may be 
anxious that the old ways are too quickly 

disappearing. When thinking about what to write 
here, I tried to remember all those elements of our 
church experience that had – for now at least – 
disappeared. So, over the ten years since our last 
minister Revd Caroline Vodden came to  Broadstone 
URC, we no longer have (for example): weekly 

Sunday Evening Services, weekly Prayer Group 
meetings, a Bible Study group [but see the footnote 
at the end of Revd Charles Meachin’s article on 

Martin Luther on page 5 of this issue.] 

Y et, also in that time, we have seen the arrival/

introduction of: Family Pop-Ins, Family Worship  

 

 

Mix services, the Yarn with Yarn craft group, the 

Audio-Visual system, and the church website. 

S o, the way we (and others) ‘do’ church has 
changed and will continue to change. As I 

reported at the last Church Meeting, we are about to 
embark on an upgrade of the church website, now 
some eight years old. Whatever your own individual 
views on the Internet, the web and other ‘social 
media’ are the routes by which virtually all of us now 
find out about what is happening locally and 
worldwide. Also, as I discovered when doing some 
background research to support proposals for the 
upgrade, the local and wider community can no 
longer be assumed to have had a church upbringing 

at some time in their lives. 

“... the large decline in attendance has not 
happened because many adults have stopped 
going to church. The decline has happened 
because more and more adults never start 
attending in the first place ” [source details on 

back page] 

S o we need to ‘speak’ to those outside the church 
more directly and in ways that they can ‘hear’. 

What does this mean for Broadstone URC? It means 
that, more than ever, we need to put our trust, and 
show our faith, in the Lord. With Him, the future is 

certain. As the hymn says: 

Look forward in faith, 
All time is in God’s hand. 
Walk humbly with him 
And trust his future plan. 
God has wisely led 
His people by his power. 
Look forward in hope, 
He gives us each new hour. 

  Yours in Christ 

   Jim Tudor 

In This Issue:  

Church Life in pictures • Holiday at Home Week • 
Ministry and Mission • Celebrating Martin 
Luther’s 95 Theses • Alpha India Foundation • 
My Favourite Hymn and more…  

Dates for Your Diary  
Holiday at Home week at BURC    14-18 August 

BURC 170th Anniversary Tea   19 August 

in the Hall & Field   3pm 
 

Social event and BBQ  2 Sept  

  from 5pm 

Morning Worship with Holy Communion  3 Sept  

led by visiting minister  10.30am 

Coffee and discussion followed by  12.30pm 

lunch and Church Meeting 
 

Family Pop-In  23 Sept  

  10.30am 

Harvest Festival Service   24 Sept  

  10.30am 

Harvest Forget-me-Not service  26 Sept  



 

 

 

We remember in our prayers those who are or have 
recently been unwell and/or in hospital: Brian 
Cropp, Chris Evans, Jill Freemantle, Eileen 
Goodbody, Pat & Ann Harding, Tom Jenkins, 
Siobhan Pauley, Pat Snow and Revd Betty 
Williams. 

We also pray for Eileen & George Goodbody and 
family on the recent death of Eileen’s brother. 

Congratulations ... 

to Rebecca Casey and Luke Bedford on their 
recent marriage at Broadstone URC (see photo 
opposite.) 

to Connie Evans on her recent 95th birthday. 

to Dominic Casey on gaining a 2:1 degree in  Bio-

chemistry at Bristol University. 

FAMILY NEWS HOLIDAY at HOME WEEK 
Monday 14th August – Friday 18th August 
 

Come and join us to celebrate 170 years in the 
community for activities, games, chat and 
refreshments in the church hall and grounds at 
any time between 10.30am & 4.00pm 
Each day there will be activities for all ages with 
some surprises.  
 

Programme 
Every Day there will be Coffee at 10.30am and 
Lunch at 12noon, except Tuesday lunch which is 
at 12.30pm 
 

MONDAY  
In and Out Games Day 
 

TUESDAY  
Age Concern Day Centre Invite all to a Sausage 
Sizzler Lunch, followed by Afternoon Visit from 
Caring Canines 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Yarn with Yarn coffee morning 
Come and Knit for a project 
Learners and Experts welcome 
Picnic lunch 
Afternoon Seaside activities including Ice Cream 
Tasting 
 

THURSDAY  
Open House 
Coffee and Puzzle morning 
Bacon Baps Lunch 
Games afternoon 
 

FRIDAY  
Pop-In Craft Day 
Pizza Lunch 
 

Everyone is welcome.  
 

All activities are free. Donations welcome 
toward the cost of refreshments.  A charge 
will be made for Tuesday lunch. 
 

The week of celebration will end with a 
Garden Party on Saturday  19th August, from 
3pm to 4.30pm.  

A time to share tea and cakes with friends. 

As most of you will know a large part of the 
church’s finance go towards paying our 
Ministry and Mission (M&M) contribution.  M & 
M is paid to the national church and is used to 
fund the cost of providing ministers to local 
churches and other expenses required to run 
the URC.  The amount due is calculated by 
the Synod using a formula based on the 
number of members and the scoping of the 
church.  The amount is required even when a 

church does not have a minister. 

Our church has always met the amount 
required and recently the Synod has 
suggested all churches try to pay an 
additional 1%.   We have just received details 
of the 2018 request which arrived the day 
after our July church meeting!  In 2017 we are 
paying £34,068 and the request for 2018 is 

£35,256 an increase of about 3.5%. 

I need to reply to the request before our next 
church meeting and recommend we pay this 
new figure (but not the extra 1%).  Please feel 

free to express any views to me or your Elder. 

Martin Sales 

"Ah” said the minister to the little boy, “ 

you say that your mother says a prayer 

for you every night.  

What does she say?”  

“Thank God he’s in bed. “  

Thank you to all who helped, in any way, to 

raise  

£1690.90 + Gift Aid  
from our House-to-House collection and 

Communion Offertory  

for Christian Aid Week. 

Ministry and Mission    



 Church Life in pictures... 

(above) Rebecca Casey and Luke 
Bedford at their wedding in June. 

(below) Everyone enjoying the sunshine 
and food at July’s Church BBQ 

(above) Plenty of cake and conversation 
at the recent Open Garden  

(above) Some of the dedicated 
BURC ‘team’ before the Dorset 
Bike Ride. 



 

Church Life 
in pictures... 
Fun at June Family 
Pop-In and (bottom 
two photos) at 
Broadstone Fun Day 



2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the beginning 

of the REFORMATION. 

The nailing of Luther’s 95 theses to the church door 
in Wittenberg, Saxony, on October 31st 1517, All 
Souls Eve, began a tumultuous period for the 
Church across Europe, which led to the formation of 
L U T H E R A N  a n d 
R E F O R M E D 

CHURCHES. 

Luther wrote his 95 
Theses against the 
practice of the Catholic 
C h u r c h  s e l l i n g 
indulgences, part of the 
economy of Salvation: 

Christians, sin,  

Confess and are 
forgiven but may be 
liable to punishment? 
This punishment could 
be satisfied by the 
p en i t e n t  c a r r y in g 
outworks of mercy – 
either now and/or in 
Purgatory - with the 
p u r c h a s e  o f  a n 

indulgence.  

With an indulgence the 
punishment could be lessened. Clergy benefitted by 
selling indulgences and the Pope gave official 
sanction in exchange for a fee! This led to the 
popular saying ‘As soon as the coin in the coffer 

rings the soul from purgatory springs’.   

Luther believed indulgences encouraged sinful 
greed, challenging the sale of indulgencies, 
preaching many sermons denouncing the practice, 
explaining that true repentance was better than 
purchasing indulgences. He taught that receiving an 
indulgence presupposed that the penitent had 

confessed and repented otherwise it was worthless.  

Luther wrote his  95 theses and sent them to his 
Bishop. His first thesis has become famous; ”When 
our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said ‘Repent’ he 
willed the entire life of believers to be one of 

repentance”  

The theses were intended to begin a debate among 
academics not start a popular revolution. The sparks 
from his provocative act lit a fire which was soon to 

engulf Europe in a prolonged and bitter conflict. 

The heat from the embers of this religious firestorm 
still raises the temperature in discussions on church 
unity today! Its consequences are still evident in the 
Western Church’s inability to share the bread and 

wine at one common table 500 years later. 

As one of the makers of modern Europe, and a 
populist who rose to prominence on a wave of anti-
establishment discontent among those who felt 
themselves shut out and forgotten - sounds familiar? 
- his story has never had a more immediate 

resonance. 

Luther’s relevance today 
for all of us lies in 
understanding how an 
obscure monk from a 
backwoods University, 
light years away from the 
corridors of power in 
Rena issance Rome, 
orchestrated a revolution 
so powerful that it brought 
an all – powerful 

Catholicism to its knees. 

Lu the r  champ ioned 
conscience and the 
informed reading of the 
scriptures over the 
dictates of church rules 
and regulations. ‘Read the 
Scriptures and make up 

your own mind!    

October 31st 1517 is 
commemorated as the 

beginning of the REFORMATION, in 1527 Luther 
and his friends raised a glass of beer to 

commemorate the ‘trampling out’ of indulgences!  

On October 2nd 1972, in Westminster Abbey at the 
service celebrating the Uniting of the Congregational 
Church in England and Wales and the Presbyterian 
Church in England and Wales (the first union of 
churches across denominational boundaries in 
Britain since the Reformation), The Rev Dr John 
Huxtable Moderator of the United Reformed Church 
preached an inspiring sermon with the title Ecclesia 

semper Reformanda ? 

The challenge is still very real today   ‘The church 

must always be reformed’!  

Revd Charles Meachin 

Reflecting on the Reformation, a group met 

together and considered how our under-

standing of Church history can help us to see 

where God can be leading us in the future. 

We followed this with a series considering 

‘situational ethics’ and hope to meet in the 

Autumn (Tuesday at 10 30) .  

If you want to join us please let our Church 

Secretaries know. 

Ecclesia Semper Reformanda 
Celebrating The 500th Anniversary Of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses  



Next month’s communion collection will be in aid 
of the Alpha India Foundation. This, as I’m sure 
most of you know, is a charity which among 
other things runs a children’s home in India. 
They rescue abandoned and orphaned children 
and raise them in a loving Christian environment, 
supporting them throughout childhood and on 

into further education. 

The charity was begun in 1999 by Roger and 
Pearl Higgins who live in Corfe Mullen. The 
home is run in India by an Indian couple who are 

Christians.  

For a number of years Alpha India and 
similar charities have faced opposition 
from the Indian government who object 
to outside interference. All foreign 
charities have to meet the 
requirements of India’s Foreign 
Contribution Regulation Act, FCRA for 
short. Alpha India met this requirement 
by channelling funds via the Inter-Church 
Service Association which held an FCRA 
licence. Unfortunately there was a clamp down 
at the beginning of the year with 20,000 FCRA 
licences being cancelled including that of the 

Inter-Church Service Association.  

This association held Alpha India’s licence to run 
the children’s home and the registration of the 
land, buildings and vehicles. The loss of the 
licence put in jeopardy all of the work Alpha India 

were doing. As a concession it was agreed that 
the children could remain in the home 
temporarily until the end of the academic year so 

that they could sit their exams. 

Fortunately in April Roger was able to link up 
with another organisation, the Indian Gospel 
Mission. The IGM do similar work in India and an 
agreement has been made for work over the 
next 5 years. The only way to transfer Alpha 
India’s home to this new organisation was to 
completely close it for a period. So the children, 

where possible, were sent back to a 
relative or guardian. The orphaned 
children were allowed to stay. The 
legal formalities took several weeks 
and then in June it was able to reopen 

under the auspices of the IGM. 

All of this turmoil has gone on in 
parallel with the continued need to 
fund all the work their which costs 

about £40 per child per month. So we have the 
opportunity to help them financially via the 
August communion offering as well as praying 
that normality will be restored to their work in 

India. 

If you would like to know more about the work of 
Alpha India there is an open day on 5th August 
at the home of Roger and Pearl. Details are on 

the notice board. 

David Holland 

Alpha India Foundation - Minute For Mission 

Reproduced with permission 



When Jim asked me to contribute to this 
series, my first thought was that my favourite 
hymn was going to have to be a carol, but then 
one day the hymn, ‘The day Thou gavest, 
Lord, has ended’ (R&S 584) came to mind. 
This is a hymn that I have always enjoyed 
singing and always glad to see on a service 
sheet.  Not a hymn that we sing much now, 
mainly because of the lack of evening 

services. 

Even before I started travelling overseas, the 
words captured my imagination.  To think that 
there were Christian communities all around 
the world, so that, as the hymn says “The 
voice of prayer is never silent, nor dies the 
strain of praise away”; a continuous round of 

praise and prayer!   

The words are by John Ellerton who was born 
in London into an evangelical family but who 
became a much broader and more tolerant 
person during his time at Cambridge where he 
began a lifelong interest in Christian Socialism.  
He took Holy Orders in 1850 and during his life 
wrote over fifty hymns.  He died in 1893 at the 

age of 67. 

Those of us who enjoy this hymn are in good 

company as it was included in the service 

celebrating Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. 

Recently I heard the following quote from 
Hildegard of Bingen on the radio:    “When the 
words come, they are merely empty shells 
without the music. They live as they are sung, 
for the words are the body and the music the 
spirit.”  This seemed to ring true with me as, 
surely, ‘The day Thou gavest’ can only be 
sung to one tune, St Clement?  I love the 
harmonies and as an alto enjoy the interesting 
alto line.  Can one imagine singing the last two 

lines with any conviction to any other tune? 

 So be it Lord; thy throne shall never, 
 Like earth’s proud empires, pass away; 
 thy kingdom stands and grows for ever, 

 till all thy creatures own thy sway. 

We may not feel that there is much growth in 
our land but we know that there are countries 
where the number of Christians increases day 
by day, so that we may sing with confidence 
‘thy throne shall never ………. pass away’  and 
‘thy kingdom ……….. grows forever’, knowing 

that one day all will ‘own thy sway’. 

Pat Johnson 

My Favourite Hymn 



Items for the October/November 2017 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Tuesday 26th September 2017 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Ladies’ Open House Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  vacant 

 Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                 Mr Martin Sales 

email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday  
    in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’  
    service every 3rd Sunday 
            6.30 pm  Evening Service - 4th Sunday only   
    ‘Worship and The Word':  
    informal praise, worship and discussion  
   

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
  2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 

  8.00 pm Music Group 
 

 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

C  – Cancer, Cruel, Cunning, Uncaring 

A – Angels will be with you all the way 

N –  Never give up.  Stay strong.  Be of 
courage and positive.       

C – Compassion, in overload from 
friends & family. 

E – Every one of you with cancer – 
children, men, women all over the 
world – God be with you and bless 
you. 

R - Be Ready Cancer – in time research 
will find a way to be rid of you.   It 
may take many years.   Cancer……
we are coming for you. 

 

Pray for everyone who is going down 
the Chemical Road and those who 
have finished treatment.  God be 
with you all. 
 
These words from the heart were penned by 
Jill Freemantle who is herself battling 
against cancer. 

Source quoted on front page: Church Growth Research 
Programme Report on Strands 1 and 2: Numerical 
change in church attendance and National, local and 
individual factors, University of Manchester, 2014. 


