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Dear Friends
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hen I retired I thought life would become easy
and leisurely. I thought there would no longer
be the restraints to life made by the working world
such as clock watching, finding the best route to
drive to work to avoid the traffic and no end of month
account deadlines to meet.
en years down the line my life is as busy as ever
albeit in a different way. Some decisions have
been made consciously such as being able to
choose a quiet time to take a holiday or expanding
on a hobby and having the time and opportunity for
new ones. It’s good to be able to enjoy and look after
grandchildren, safe in the knowledge they can be
handed back to Mum and Dad at an arranged time.
eing retired has also enabled me to have more
time to give to Church Life. Over the years I
have enjoyed helping run the Junior Youth Club,
Pilots and being a Junior Church Leader. Just over 3
years ago it was decided that on one Sunday a
month to start a Family Worship Mix Service. A new
challenge had appeared in my life. I needed to
prepare activities not only for children but for adults
as well. I was beginning to think I was out of my
comfort zone. As so often when we are challenged,
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Dates for Your Diary

General Election – polling station
in Waterman Lounge
8 June
Marriage of Rebecca Casey
& Luke Bradford
Family Pop-In

10 June
1pm

17 June
10.30am - 12.30
Church Meeting
25 June
12.15pm
Wessex Synod Big Day Out
1 July
Burgate School, Fordingbridge 10am - 4pm
Macmillan Bike Ride
2 July
Broadstone Family Fun Day
2 July
from 12 noon
Church BBQ
9 July
from 5.30pm
Church Meeting
25 July
7.45pm
Holiday at Home week at BURC 14-18 August

good things come out of it. So now when it is my
turn to plan the activities I make it a time of bible
study so that I am able to gear the activities to reflect
the passage for the Service.
hen I was called to be an Elder last year, it
took me a while to decide as I doubted my
ability to achieve what I thought would be asked of
me, but prayer gave me the answer.
hy are we so hesitant to accept new
challenges in our life? The challenge could be
moving to a new area to live or being asked to take
on a task which seems hard to achieve.
t is so easy to find excuses and reasons not to
move forward and take the next step in life.
Worried we are not up to the task asked of us or not
being able to complete the job to our own
satisfaction. I know these thoughts have gone
through my mind, but there is one place where we
can always go for an answer. God’s house. A place
where we can sit quietly to think or pray so that we
are able to achieve what is asked of us with God’s
help.
was surprised and reassured when I found many
Bible passages relating to stepping out of our
Comfort Zone. I have picked the following three:John 15: 16 - You did not choose me, I chose
you.
Luke 14: 18 – But they all began, one after the
other to make excuses.
Philippians 4: 13 – I have the strength to face
all conditions by the power that Christ gives
me.
now know that by asking God the way forward He
does show us how to step out of our Comfort
Zone, not only in our Church Life but in other walks
of life also.
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Yours in Christ

Sandra Taylor
In This Issue:
Church Life in pictures • Rivers of Living
Water • Christian Aid 2017 • My Favourite
Hymn • Pentecost 2017 and more…

FAMILY NEWS
We remember in our prayers those who are or have
recently been unwell and/or in hospital: Brian
Cropp, Jill Freemantle, Eileen Goodbody and Pat
& Ann Harding.
Congratulations ...
to Martin Casey, David Holland, Ian McDonald
and Revd Tim Meachin who were elected at the
March AGM to serve as elders for the next three
years. Tim (photo on opp page) joins the Eldership
for the first time.
to Eddie Lowdon who was awarded the Worth Cup
for exhibiting the most popular painting (photo on
opp page) as chosen by members of the public
during the Broadstone Art Society’s Spring 2017
Exhibition at The Gallery Upstairs at Upton House.
My grandson is keen on gymnastics and limericks
so, when he was late with his homework, I wrote
him this:
A dim-witted fellow called Ted
Use to stand everyday on his head.
He thought this would drain
Lots of blood to his brain
And make him a genius instead.

My trip to Frankenthal
I had a very enjoyable weekend in
Frankenthal and it was lovely seeing
so many friends there. I stayed with
Andreas and Traudl who made me
very welcome. I took them some
home made apple compote which
was in my hand luggage! Luckily it
stayed solid when the Security
Manager at Heathrow opened it and turned it upside
down! On Saturday there was a trip to a beautiful
wine village with horse chestnut trees, a cobbled
street and an excellent restaurant. The weather was
warm and sunny so we ate outdoors.
On Sunday I gave out the palm crosses and told the
congregation about the tradition in England. I also
mentioned Brexit, and explained that it is a political
decision and should not alter a longstanding
friendship between two churches. The twinning
began before the EEC and should be able to
continue despite political changes. Our relationship
with Frankenthal is rooted in the worship and
fellowship that we share together, enriching both
Churches and, I hope, above politics.

It didn't work!
Moral: Gymnastics is never a substitute for
homework.

The service was held in the Church Hall as the
Church is being renovated and all the pews have
been taken out. We had lunch in the Paradise
restaurant afterwards. There are plans in progress
for our visit in October and if you have been thinking
about joining the group, and would like any more
information, please see Martin Casey or myself.

Revd Betty Williams

Janet Shortland

Poole Foodbank
Some of you will know that Mick volunteers at the
Foodbank in Longfleet URC.
Gill Payne, who organises it, has introduced a
(tongue-in-cheek) “Helper of the Month”. The first
recipient was our own Mick……. for stacking the
shelves (NO!), for packing the outgoing food (NO!)
………for amusing the helpers at their recent Gettogether!!!!! (See opposite page for Mick in action
and with his “award”!)
Mick would like to thank all of our church family
who bring food to church for the Food Bank.
Longfleet supplies several “satellite” Food Banks so
is constantly in need of food. Particularly useful
are small packets of rice and pasta, jams, tinned
meat and vegetables and of course biscuits, fruit
juice, and tinned fruit. The box at the back of the
church is emptied every week and the contents
taken to the Food Bank on each Friday and are
gratefully received.
Val Rowberry

Reproduced with permission

Church Life in pictures...

(Above) Poole Park in Autumn - BURC member
Eddie Lowdon’s prize-winning watercolour
(details on page 2)
(Above) Mark and Aram Shortland at
their recent Korean wedding blessing, on
their first wedding anniversary
(Below) Janet Shortland, 2nd left, with friends from Zwolf-ApostelKirche during her recent visit to Frankenthal (details on page 2)

(Above) Newly elected Elder, The
Revd Tim Meachin

(Left) Mick Rowberry
‘in action’ at the
Poole Foodbank and
with his Award - a
mini-shopping trolley
for a big-hearted
man.

Church Life in pictures...

Easter Family Pop-In

Minute For Mission -

Rivers Of Living Water
Most of you will remember that Rivers of Living
Water - our June Communion Offertory
beneficiary - is the charity run by the Revd Alan
Clarredge who, although now 77 years old, still
visits Zimbabwe regularly to check and repair
water supplies to hospitals, saving many lives
from water borne diseases. When he started
writing his newsletter earlier this year he was still
in Zimbabwe but I was able to talk to him when
he returned to his home in Bournemouth.

Officer for Health.
They were extremely
embarrassed as they told him that the cashier
had been to the bank that morning and the
Manager had refused to let him have any money
so would be unable to pay him. They were
sincerely grateful when he was able to tell them
that Rivers of Living Water would cover their
costs. The same thing happened at the other
major hospital in Beitbridge on the South African
border.

Throughout this year there has been torrential
rain, not just in Bulawayo but in most of the
country, apart from Beitbridge in the far south.
This has proved a mixed blessing as some of the
water supplies were blocked by silt and debris, so
he was kept very busy cleaning water purification
systems and part of the time they were trapped
by flash floods on the roads. All major work was
completed on the water supplies attended. Two
major hospitals now need to be supplied with
different equipment to allow the projects to be
totally completed.

The medicines were well accepted by the
hospitals and clinics and helped their dwindling –
and in some cases – non-existent supplies
considerably. The blankets were also welcomed,
not only by the hospitals but also Mustard Seed
Orphanage where the 52 children cared for
include disabled and handicapped children. The
children of Rossmore Church donate sweets;
knitted clothes, blankets, baby clothes and toys
as well as useful items are donated from the Popin at Bere Regis and other churches and
individuals in Dorset. Supplies of these were also
distributed at the school for orphan children in
Monde.

This year has proved to be expensive as it has
been necessary for him to supply the cost of all
fuel for a hospital truck and to hire transport when
the truck was not available and also pay for
accommodation for the staff and helpers. This
proved very expensive, taking him almost £1,000
over budget. Fortunately he received a donation
on his return to Bournemouth (he didn’t tell me
from where this came!). Financially the hospitals
literally have no money and during the last year
have become virtually bankrupt. After work was
completed at Victoria Falls Hospital, (one of two
which have always covered costs) when Alan
presented a receipt for fuel and accommodation
he was called into a meeting of heads of
departments together with the local Medical

As Alan again reminds us, the challenges are
immense so he writes to us: please this year can
we continue to help with the finances to enable
him to provide pure and disease free water to the
remaining hospitals. Each visit saves many lives
from water borne diseases and through our help
he hopes to continue his work next year. He
thanks us for our prayers for his continued good
health and that through loving generosity this
year’s work has been successfully completed.
Alan ended his newsletter with the words: “God
bless you all”.
Eileen Thurston

THE ANSWER TO PRAYER!
You may remember back in February when I wrote about
“Patience” and mentioned the fact that we had not seen one of
our granddaughters for 14 years – Carla, the mother of a very
premature baby Jake.
Prayers ARE answered and on the 20th May we were able to
welcome Carla, her partner Gary and Jake to our home. The
photo (right) was taken on our garden swing during a very happy
time for all of us – Carla’s mother included! Thank you, Lord!
Val Rowberry

When is Pentecost 2017? What Does It Signify?
On June 4, Christians around the world will
observe Pentecost Sunday. In the Christian
world, this day signifies the day that Jesus Christ
ascended to heaven and the Holy Spirit
descended to bless His apostles. The word
"Pentecost" refers to the time when the
resurrected Christ appeared in front of His
apostles and promised the baptism of the Holy
Ghost after His ascension, rather than the event
itself.
In the New Testament, reference to the Pentecost
can be found in the Book of Acts 2:1-13. This
section of the Bible tells how the Holy Spirit
descended from heaven to bless the disciples of
Jesus Christ, causing them to speak in different
tongues. It also accounts the time when the
Saviour ascended to heaven as a resurrected
being.
Describing the Pentecost, Acts 2:1-4 reads,
"Suddenly, there came a sound from heaven as
of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the
houses where they were sitting. And there
appeared unto them cloven tongues of fire, and it

sat upon each of them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues, and the spirit gave them utterance."
At first, the apostles speaking in different tongues
sparked controversy. Some thought they were
simply drunk that time because of a feast that
was held for the Jews on that day. However,
those who had the chance to hear the message
of God through the apostles speaking in different
languages were convinced that the event was
one of God's miracles.
As to why the event is called "Pentecost," the
word is taken from the Greek term "pentekoste,"
meaning "fiftieth." It was the fiftieth day after
Easter Sunday when Jesus Christ ascended to
heaven and the Holy Spirit descended upon the
apostles. That is why today, the sacred day is
called Pentecost Sunday by the Christian
community.
Submitted by Jim Tudor

Reprinted from:
http://www.christianpost.com/news/pentecost2017-date-when-is-pentecost-and-what-does-itsignify-180197/

Details from the Church Secretaries

Minute for Mission Christian Aid 2017
I have headed this
Minute for Mission
with the year 2017
but, in all honesty,
the problems faced
by Christian Aid are
the same whichever
year we are in. At its
very heart is the declared aim to ensure that
all people in the world can live in security,
stability and with dignity, in their homes, in
safe communities and on a cherished planet.
Just a few simple words but each one we in
Broadstone treasure in our own lives. We
have a miniscule idea of what it is to live
under threat of terrorism but this is nothing
compared to the daily bombardment of
neighbourhoods where nations are constantly
at war…..even within their own communities.
So that is security, stability and safety out of
the window.
As for our planet……how can that be
cherished where war, famine and climate
change wreak havoc on the land.
And
tragedies happening today soon fade in the
memory as others take their place and the
media caravan moves on.
Thank God for
Christian Aid - helping refugees who are not
permitted to continue with their long journeys
by providing hot food, hygiene kits and warm
clothing. Human beings like Nejebar who fled
Afghanistan with her family after the Taliban
threatened to kill her husband. They have
now been in a refugee camp in Greece for six
months. Their “home” is a tent, there is no
school for the children and their five year old
is ill but they can’t communicate with the
camp doctor who is Greek.

I am the way, the truth and the life
Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth and the
life". (A hymn to be sung to the tune Fulda—
also used for “We have a gospel to proclaim”)

Christ is our way along life's road.
When we go wandring, lost and lone,
In our confusion, doubt and fear,
He'll seek and find and bring us home.
Christ is our truth when questions throng,
Life makes no sense, distractions swarm.
He'll bring us clarity, peace and calm,
And help us see where we are wrong.
Christ is our life, in him we thrive,
Growing like children, safe and sure.
His love surrounds us everywhere
In him alone, we are fully alive.
Let us rejoice that He is Lord.
Lord of our life, our growth, our end.
In him is peace and joy and love,
He is our one Eternal Friend.
Revd Betty Williams

Christian Aid helps people to help themselves
with simple things like fishing nets and hooks,
the provision of a cow and a goat, or mosquito
nets. This is just the tip of the iceberg where
Christian Aid is concerned. So pray for all
those who are answering the question “When
I needed a neighbour, were you there?” in the
best practical way possible.
We support Christian Aid through several
offertories during our year – let us all
remember the work they do and give thanks
for it.
Eileen Thurston

Reproduced with permission

My Favourite Hymn
It was over 27 years ago that Ian and I were
poring over the hymn book choosing hymns for
our wedding and turned the page to number 549,
One More Step Along the World I Go.
One more step along the world I go,
One more step along the world I go,
From the old things to the new,
Keep me travelling along with you.
And it’s from the old I travel to the new,
Keep me travelling along with you.
We read through the words and thought how
suitable they were as we moved along the next
step of our journey through life with God beside
us.
Or, read in a different way, as words of
encouragement to each other as we started along
our journey of life together, supporting each other
through the good times and the bad.
As I travel through the bad and good,
Keep me travelling the way I should;
Where I see no way to go
You’ll be telling me the way I go.
Like all couples, the pathway of life has not been
smooth - I hated the first six months living in
Dorset with a young baby, the first time living
away from my friends and family in Ickenham;
sometimes the only conversation all day was with
the checkout lady in Sainsburys! But I remember

my grandmother reminding me that the Lord will
look after us and is showing us the way to go.
Our faith has been our rock to help us through the
hard times together.
Give me courage when the world is rough,
Keep me loving through the world is tough;
Leap and sing in all I do,
Keep me travelling along with you.
Writing this just days after the shocking events in
Manchester, when 22 young people needlessly
lost their lives, the world is particularly tough right
now. Are you also asking yourself why the Lord is
allowing such dreadful things to happen in the
world today? But we must have faith that by
travelling along with him, he will bring the world to
a better place.
You are older than the world can be,
You are younger than the life in me;
Ever old and ever new,
Keep me travelling along with you.
Having sung this hymn at a number of family
occasions since our wedding 27 years ago, it
became known at Ickenham as our family hymn
and was a natural choice for Dad’s funeral,
reminding us that the Lord is with us for eternity.
Gill McDonald

Items for the August/September 2017 issue of Pathway
should be given to Jim Tudor by Tuesday 25th July 2017
Weekly Activities
Sunday

10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church

Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday Minister: vacant
Tel: 01202 601103
in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’
service every 3rd Sunday
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

6.30 pm Evening Service - 4th Sunday only
‘Worship and The Word':

informal praise, worship and discussion

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month)
Wednesday 10.00am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group
(alternate weeks)

2.00 pm
Thursday 10.00 am

Toddler Group
Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)
(alternate weeks)

2.30 pm
8.00 pm
Saturday

Points of Contact

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans
& Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org
Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

Women’s Network - at Methodist Church
Music Group
Editor:

5.00 - 7.30 pm Pop-In Express (2nd in month)

Mr Jim Tudor
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org
Web: www.broadstoneurc.org

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
Twice-monthly Ladies’ Open House Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details.

