
Dear Friends 

I t was 3:45 according to the clock in the car. In 
normal traffic I could have made it to my 4.00 

dentist’s appointment on time but instead I was 
stuck in tediously slow holiday traffic. I was 
annoyed with all the other drivers for holding me 
up and with myself for not leaving early enough. 
“The fruit of the spirit is … patience”. Not when 
you’re going to be late for the dentists. I moved 
into the left lane which was beginning to move 
faster. Weaving from lane to lane I was soon 
making good progress. But then I could see that 
the roundabout ahead was solid with traffic.  
However a combination of pushing my way in and 
some strategic lane-changing and I’d made it 
round. 3:57 and I could now see the dentist sign in 
the distance. I dived into the bus lane for the last 
50 yards and swerved into the car park. 
 

I  checked my watch as I went through the door - 
4:00 exactly. My efforts had paid off. As I walked 

quickly towards the reception I noticed that the 
layout of the waiting room had changed but then 
I’d not been there for 6 months. I did think it was 
strange however that the usual comfortable seats 
had been replaced with hard plastic ones. Just as I 
was about to say “I’ve come for my check-up” I 
noticed the poster behind the receptionist. The 
teeth staring at me were rather more canine than 
usual. Not surprising really because I’d gone into 
the vets next door! 
 

W e read in Proverbs 14:29 “Whoever is 
patient has great understanding, but one 

who is quick-tempered displays folly.”  These 
words could not have been more apt. 
 

S o what is the patience which the Holy Spirit 
brings? I think there are two aspects to this. 

The first is human-directed and relates to how we 
live our lives and how we care for others. This 
includes for example how the Holy Spirit gives us 
patience to endure or overcome personal 
problems or afflictions which could otherwise 
dominate our lives. However more significantly it 
relates to how we care for others. Think for 
example of someone who is lonely or unwell. 
Making time to talk to them and more importantly 
listen patiently to the problems they have can 
bring great comfort. 
 

T he other type of patience is God-directed. 
When we have asked God for help in our own 

lives, in the life of someone else or indeed in the 
life of the church we know as Christians we must 
wait patiently, confident of an answer but without 
the reassurance of knowing how or when our 
prayers will be answered. I’m sure we all have 
particular concerns where we are asking God for 
guidance or resolution. As for our church, only 
God knows what is planned for us in the future? 
What will our pastorate consist of, who will lead us 
or even how our church buildings should be 
updated? 

“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for 
him” (Psalms 37:7) 

  David Holland 
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We remember in our prayers those who are or have 
recently been unwell and/or in hospital: Betty 
Bricknell, Kathleen Burbidge, Brian Cropp, 
Penelope Holman, Ann Scriven, Janet Stead and 
Margaret van Coller. 

We also pray for Linda & David Roberts and 
family on the recent death of Stan Oldring (Linda’s 

father); an appreciation of Stan appears on this 
page. We also pray for David & Janet Holland and 
family on the recent death of David’s father. 

Congratulations ... 

to Isobel and Chris Evans on the safe arrival of 
Alice Elizabeth Rowe, another grand-daughter - 
and a sister for Ben and Rupert. Alice was born on 
14th March and weighed 8lbs 1 oz; see photo 
opposite. 

FAMILY NEWS 
Stan Oldring 

7th July 1927 - 13th February 2016 
 

Stan was born in Bexley, Kent, elder brother to 
Peter. He won a scholarship to Bromley 
Grammar School in 1938, where he stayed until 

he was 16, achieving his School Certificate. 

When he left school he got a job at Martins Bank, 
Orpington, where he stayed for two years until 
the Navy called him up for National Service. 
Because of his banking experience, Stan was 
placed in the payroll office at Chatham dockyard 

and never went on a ship!  

After two years in the Navy, Stan returned to 
work at Martins Bank, this time in London. He 
commuted from Bromley South station everyday, 
which was where he met future wife Audrey. 
After spotting her standing on the platform every 
day, he asked her if he could become “better 
acquainted”. His courage was rewarded and they 
got engaged in 1952. They married the following 
year, once Stan had reached the age of 26, the 
age the bank considered suitable for its male 

employees to marry! 

Eldest daughter Anne, was born a few years 
later, followed after three years by Linda. That 
same year, they moved to Sittingbourne, Kent, to 
make the commute easier for Stan. Stan loved 
his job, and excelled at what he did, passing all 
of his Banking exams and then becoming an 
examiner himself, for the Institute of Bankers. 
Stan had very fond memories of the City and the 
years he spent working there, until he retired 

from London in 1982, moving to Dorset. 

Stan continued in banking, at American Express 
in Poole, for a further five years. Outside of work 
Stan loved gardening and building his model 
railway, which had its own room in the bungalow! 
With retirement came the birth of two 

granddaughters, Hannah and Charlotte.  

Together with Audrey, Stan became a member 
of Broadstone URC, where he was very much 
part of the Church community and was, with 
Cecil Lawrence, one of the stalwart ‘Monday 
Boys’ doing DIY jobs in the church. Sadly, after 
Audrey’s  death in 2012, Stan’s mental health 
declined and he eventually moved to Dorchester 
with Linda and husband David to be better cared 
for. In typical Stan style, he was never ill but 
sadly, at the start of February, old age caught up 

with him, and he passed away.  

Stan will be very much missed both for his 
friendly smile and his willingness to do all he 

could for this church. 

Hannah Roberts, edited by Jim Tudor 

Thank You ... 

Thank you very much for the prayers, kind words 

and cards following the death of my father. These 

were very much appreciated.  

David Holland & family 
               - - - - - - - - - - 

Thank you to all my friends in Broadstone URC for 

the cards, flowers and kind messages I received 

during my recent illness. I am now slowly getting 

well again and although not yet at my former energy 

level at least good to be back in limited circulation! 

Many thanks for your loving prayers and the 

kindness of you all.   

Eileen Thurston 

One Easter a priest and a taxi driver both died and 
went to heaven. St. Peter was at the Pearly gates 

waiting for them. 

'Come with me,' said St. Peter to the taxi driver. 

The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St 
Peter to a mansion. It had everything you could 

imagine from a bowling alley to an Olympic size 

pool. 
'Oh my word, thank you,' said the taxi driver. 

Next, St. Peter led the priest to a rough old shack with 

a bunk bed and a little old television set. 
'Wait, I think you are a little mixed up,' said the 

priest. 'Shouldn't I be the one who gets the mansion? 

After all I was a priest, went to church every day, and 

preached God's word.' 
'Yes, that's true.' St Peter rejoined, 'But during your 

Easter sermons people slept.  When the taxi driver 

drove, everyone prayed.' 



My mother, Eleanor Quick, was one of four sisters 
who were born and brought up in Ashby, 
Scunthorpe.  Their father, Wesley Parker, 
originally came from Eastrington in the 
East Riding of Yorkshire, where his father, 
Charles, had been a Wesleyan Methodist 

Local Preacher. 

Wesley had moved to Lincolnshire to find 
work as an Ironstone Miner.  He had met 
and married my grandmother Amelia, and 
were living near Scunthorpe.   They 
had four daughters and, at some 
stage, he had become ‘a man from 
the Pru’ and a Sunday School 
teacher at Ashby Wesley Methodist 

Church. 

In 1915, he was conscripted into the 
8th Battalion of the Lincolnshire 
Regiment, but was wounded in 
February 1918 and died on 14 March 
1918 at the age of 28, leaving Amelia 
a widow with the 4 girls to bring up.  
Wesley was one of the 888,246 
British military personnel killed in the 
Great War, each of whom was 
represented by a poppy in the 
display at the Tower of London at the 

end of 2014. 

The church in Ashby had decided to have their 

Memorial for all those from the congregation who 
had died during WWI in the form of 
stained glass windows, so there is one to 
Granddad Wesley in a balcony window. 
(see left)  His name is also on the Ashby 
war memorial as well as the one in 

Eastrington.                                                    

In November 2014 I went to London to 
see the Poppy Display at the Tower of 
London and was lucky to be able to 

purchase one in due course.  I 
decided that I would like to give the 
poppy to the Ashby Wesley 
Methodist church to complement the 
memorial window.  And so on 
Remembrance Weekend last year, 
my sister and her husband went with 
me to Scunthorpe where we met our 
2 cousins who live in that area and 
we were able to present the poppy 

together. 

One of the cousins and his son have 
a number of items relating to 
Granddad Wesley’s service and had 
brought along his medals which are 
shown with the poppy on the 
communion table in the photo to the 
left. 

Pat Johnson 

REMEMBRANCE 
1918 – 2015 

When I did a talk about my weekend away in November to the members of Open  

House 2, it was suggested that others might be interested – so this is the outcome.  

Church Life in pictures... 

Stan Oldring, who passed away 
13th February 2016; an 
appreciation appears on page 2 

Mum Elizabeth and dad Ian with baby Alice Elizabeth  
Rowe, a sister for Ben and Rupert.  



Church Life in pictures... 
Mother’s Day Pop-In 



Before talking about the 2016 Youth Charity 
firstly a reminder of last year’s charity where 
we collected money for beehives. Many 
people in Africa struggle to earn sufficient 
money to support their families. One way to 
provide an income is bee keeping. If you 
have little land or 
poor soil it can be 
hard to grow crops, 
however bees are 
able to collect pollen 
over a large area. 
Pollination increases 
crop yields, bringing 
benefits to whole 
communities. But 
most importantly 
bees give families 
honey and wax to 
sell providing an 
income for their 

family.  

For £35 the charity 
“Send A Cow” 
provides a beehive, 
beekeeping training, 
a queen cage, a 
honey filter to extract 
the honey and a wax press for recovering the 
wax. All they need to get started bee keeping. 
The sum we raised last year was £1,125. So 
at £35 for a beehive that’s a marvellous 32 
beehives. Thank you to everyone who 
supported this charity through the sunshine 
bags, the fund raising lunch and in lots of 

other ways throughout the year. 

For our 2016 charity we are supporting 
ShelterBox. This is a charity which provides 
emergency shelters and vital supplies to 
support communities overwhelmed by 
disaster and humanitarian crisis around the 
world. They particularly support families in 
need of emergency shelter, and do all they 
can to help them rebuild their lives in the 

aftermath of a disaster.  

ShelterBox have developed a rugged plastic 
box [see bottom photo] which contains the 
essentials required by a displaced family. In 
order to be best placed to get these to a 
disaster in the quickest time, these are stored 

in a number of strategic locations around the 
world such as Dubai, the Caribbean, Panama 
and Singapore. The aim is to get boxes to 

where they are needed in less than 48 hours. 

The actual contents of the boxes differ 
depending on which centre they are stored in 

but a ShelterBox 
would typical ly 
contain thermal 
b l a n k e t s  a n d 
g r o u n d s h e e t s , 
water storage and 
p u r i f i c a t i o n 
equipment, solar 

lamps, cooking 
utensils, a basic 
t o o l  k i t , 
mosquito nets 
and a children’s 
activity pack and 
most importantly 
a large tent. [see 
photo above left] 
These are big 
enough for an 

extended family. 

Since the charity 
was founded in 2000 it’s helped in about 270 
disasters in nearly 90 different countries. One 
of the nice things about this charity is that 
each ShelterBox is linked back to the donor. 
So wherever in the world our box is stored, 
when it is sent to a disaster we will be told 

that it is being deployed and in what crisis. 

Each box costs £590.  It would be good to be 
able to pay for one, but if we raise as much 
as we did in 2015 we may be able to pay for 

two! 

David Holland 

ShelterBox -  the 2016 Youth Charity 



Deuteronomy 31:6 New Century Version (NCV) 

Be strong and brave. Don’t be afraid of them and 
don’t be frightened, because the Lord your God will go 
with you. He will not leave you or forget you.” 
 

What is church growth? Why fear the unknown? 
In today’s society we are always in the fast lane 
doing 101 jobs, taking the children to sport, 
housework, studying, employment, looking after 
the neighbour’s dog, taking care of the family, 
servicing the car etc, which causes decline in 
church attendance. How can we invite people to 
church then? Success isn’t a percentage, a 
number or a line on a graph. Success is one 
person inviting one person. With a very simple 3 

letter word, just ‘ask’.  

Some may feel uncomfortable inviting people to 
attend due to personal experience, lacking belief 
in the product, the word ‘no’, fear of rejection and 
neglect, no self-confidence which may be a toxic 
mission statement. However, it can be a 

fascinating discipleship.  

There are times when God is calling people, 
sadly we are too busy to listen….we are like an 
engaged phone call ‘Sorry all our call advisors 
are busy, please wait patiently’. Just remember 
God is with you and never gives up on you. He 

calls the wounded not the self-confident.  

Why the fear? “Self-doubt and fear interfere with 

our ability to achieve or set goals. Self-doubt and 
fear are the voices in our head telling us, “You’ll 
never succeed, so why try?” and “who do you 

think you are?” Self-doubt and fear are also what 
make us listen to those voices and decide to give 

up before we get started.” (Simma Lieberman).  

God doesn’t take our fear away, God manages 
our fear and he’s with us but the minute we step 
away from God, we find that the fear is back. 
Fear is perhaps our most familiar friend. It’s there 
when we take the stabilisers off our bike or when 
we try to parallel park for the first time. ‘Pachad!’ 

a Hebrew term for ‘Let’s panic!’  

In the story of the Crossing of the Red Sea, the 
Israelites were trapped between the  sea and the 
pharaoh’s army whilst being very afraid. 
However, Moses shouted out ‘Yireh’ a Hebrew 
term for ‘Hang about, God is going to do 
something’ in other words ‘Wait for God’s help 
and be strong and courageous’. The Israelites 
waited and God led them out of Egypt into the 
promised land and defeated Pharaoh’s army. 

Wow….amazing!  

On Good Friday, there were elements of pain and 
suffering as Jesus was rejected, whipped, 
neglected and crucified on a cross whilst his 
disciples showed doubt and fear in God and the 
same just before the Great Commission……
doubt and fear. However, fear and faith both 
believe that something that hasn’t happened is 
going to happen. Holy Saturday is a day to 
remember and understand how the disciples felt, 
a crucifixion without the knowledge of the 
resurrection. Then……when it didn’t look as if 
anything was happening…it was! Easter Sunday, 
the day of our Messiah’s resurrection…Jesus is 

alive!  

Romans 5 v3-5 ‘We also have joy with our troubles, 
because we know that these troubles produce 
patience. 4 And patience produces character, and 
character produces hope. 5 And this hope will never 
disappoint us, because God has poured out his love to 
fill our hearts. He gave us his love through the Holy 
Spirit, whom God has given to us.’   

When we are faced with suffering and difficulties, 
know that there is always good afterwards and 
know that God is doing it for his purpose. God is 
all powerful and Christianity is our medication for 
our souls. So next time, just ask and don’t be 
afraid of getting ‘No’ for an answer …….it’s all in 
God’s time and know that God never gives up. 
God bless.  
Saz Holland  

Growing the Church: Creating a Culture of Invitation 
Reflections on the Wessex Synod course, 6th February 2016  

The next Mission Supper, on Saturday 9th April from 
6pm, will hear about, and support, the work of the 
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF). Millions of people 
cannot access basic medical care, clean water, schools 
or receive the Good News of God’s love, simply because 

it’s too dangerous or time-consuming to reach them.  

MAF provides flights for 1,500 aid, development and 
mission organisations to enable them to transform lives. 
Do come along if you can; tickets on sale now from 

the Mission Committee. 



Deuteronomy 6 4-7 (NIV) Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one.] 5 Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength. 6 These commandments that I give you 
today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up. 

Children’s Day was packed full of creative 
activities and workshops to explore the theme/
topics which are discussed in the Synod meetings 

and wider church.  

In the Old Testament there are thousands of 
references to worship, pray, sing and to build a 
temple! Miriam and the Israelites truly sang their 
heart content after crossing the Red Sea 
celebrating God’s power and promise whilst 
defeating Pharaoh’s Egyptian Army. Jacob 
prayed as he wrestled with God needing divine 
intervention, acknowledging his unworthiness, 
and asking for mercy, guidance and safety. The 
sons of Israel [2 Chronicles 7] experienced fire 
coming down whilst bowing down to the ground 
as they worship and gave praise to God. In 
Nehemiah, Ezra and all the people praised God 
with their hands in the air shouting ‘Amen! Amen’. 
Of course……what about building a temple / 
altars? King Solomon built his first temple until the 
Babylonians destroyed and knocked it down. 
Eventually, a Second Temple was built, however 
subject to foreign reign by the Persians, Greeks 
and later the Romans……Yes you’re right……it 
was destroyed again. Great sadness, however, 
the only remains left is the very well-known wall, 
‘the Western Wall’, the most holiest / sacred place 

for Jews and Christians throughout the world!  

Altars were places of exchange, communication, 
and influence. Noah built an altar and offered a 
sacrifice to God. God smelled the aroma and 
found it pleasing. He responded to Noah's action 
by declaring that he would never again destroy all 
living things through a flood. Abraham built 
himself an altar for his son Isaac…..fortunately 
Abraham had great faith. (No human life was 
harmed in the making of this story!) One of the 
key elements is having an altar or ark containing 
Scriptures reminding us of God’s Word and 
having an Eternal Flame symbolizing God's 
eternal presence whilst never being extinguished. 
It is also intended to draw parallels between God 
and fire, or light, which is emphasized throughout 

the book of Exodus. 

Highlight of the day was walking 5-6 miles around 
Winchester City Centre in two teams, exploring 
different church denominations (Winchester 
Anglican Cathedral, Hope Evangelical Church, St 
Peter’s Catholic Church, Quakers Meeting House, 
Welcome Gospel Hall, St Swithun's Medieval 
church, Vineyard Church)……..we saw the bible 
coming alive, lots of different traditions / styles 
taking place, the grandeur of the House of God in 
all its glory and experienced the amazement of 
God Almighty. So, we have leant how to sing like 
Miriam, to pray like Jacob, to worship like Ezra 
and to build temples like King Solomon……now 
we continue our journey with God’s strength and 
guidance fulfilling his Will and to build up his 
Kingdom.  
Saz Holland 

Craftaholics Prayer 
I’m going to need some notice before my days are done. 

You see I’m a craftaholic, a fact not known to some. 

My craft room it is bulging, all corners, crannies and nooks, 

There’s loads of boxes under the bed, 

I hope no-one ever looks. 

I tell myself when shopping, “no more craft bits today”, 

but the craft shops are like magnets drawing me their way. 

I’m totally at their mercy, just “need” a dozen of each, 

then I hurry home to hide them before the family start to preach. 

So Lord, I’ll need a little time to dispose of all this stuff. 

And Lord, can we just keep all of this between the two of us. 
(Author unknown) 
Found in ‘The Dubber’, the parish magazine for the churches of the Purbeck Hills. 

thought may be familiar to a number of us! Submitted by Pat Johnson 

Children’s Synod Day  
Winchester United Reformed Church, March 2016  



Items for the June/July 2016 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Tuesday 24th May 2016 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  vacant 

 Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                 Mr Martin Sales 

email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday  
    in the month 
            6.30 pm  Evening Service - 4th Sunday only   
    ‘Worship and The Word':  
    informal praise, worship and discussion  
   

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Yarn with Yarn Craft Group   
     (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
  2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 

  8.00 pm Music Group 
 

  7.00pm - 9.00pm Friday Get-Together (alt weeks) 
 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Leviticus 19:33-34 “When a foreigner resides among you 
in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing 
among you must be treated as your native-born. Love 
them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am 
the Lord your God.” 
Immigration has become a hot topic in the past few 
years, and the situation is growing ever more 
desperate. Refugees are pouring into Europe by the 
thousands every day, fleeing war and certain death. 
Does the Bible actually talk about immigrants and 
refugees, and what does it say we should do with 
them? Jacob and his family all fled to Egypt in 
search of food. There was a terrible famine in 
Beersheba, and Joseph had invited them to come to 
Egypt. Because of his position, the Pharaoh gave 
them land and allowed them all to settle in Egypt, 
where their family remained for the next four 
centuries.  
Another example is in the story of Moses. Moses 
was raised by Pharaoh’s daughter, but was always 
aware of his Hebrew ancestry. When he was a 
young man, he saw an Egyptian soldier beating a 
Hebrew slave and his intervention turned deadly. 
When he realized it couldn’t be kept secret he fled 
the country and found a home with a Midianite 
family.  
So what now? How can we help? There are many 
specific things we can all do to help.  The local Red 
Cross and the International Care Network 

(ICN) have suggested the following three things for 
us to think about: 

 Volunteer as a Befriender.  

Friendship is probably the biggest need for 
someone who has just arrived in our town and 
Befriending is something the church is ideally 
suited to.  

 Offer Accommodation.  

Having a spare room, spare apartment, and 
spare house for a suitable time limit could make 
an enormous difference to someone desperately 
looking for shelter.  

 Offer Finance or be a Guarantor.  

One of the biggest problems a refugee faces is 
getting their first place to stay often because 
they have no guarantor or no money to pay rent 
in advance. Offering a loan or giving money can 
really help here. It’s important this is well 
managed, so it is best to work with ICN or Red 
Cross if this is of interest to you. It really can 
make a difference, but do seek advice and 
guidance from the experts.  

Above all, discern, pray and fast for the continued 
support that refugees need in this time of uncertainty 
and whether we can get involved and become like 
Joseph or a welcoming Midianite family. If 
interested, please speak to myself or the Church 
Secretaries. Many thanks and God bless.  
Saz Holland  

Poole Churches Together Refugee Meeting February 15th 2016 

Items for the June/July 2016 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Tuesday 24th May 2016 


