
Dear Friends 
However, some of the ways in which we proclaim 
[the Christian] message ... are likely to be different 
from those we encountered when we first 
experienced the call of our Lord... So... why not think 
“What could I do differently for our Lord?” Who 
knows: you might discover yourself as well as 
helping someone else to discover Christ’s 
unconditional love and the promise of eternal life. 

 

T hese thoughts come from my Pathway letter of 
August/September 2006, during the last period 

without a minister. They seem to be as pertinent 
today as they were 9 years ago.  
 

A s one Christian writer (Richard Underwood, 
writing in 2013) said, “In a fast-changing world, 

every expression of church culture has its sell-by 
date. Which means every church needs to change; 
the question is whether we resist it or are able to 
embrace it and shape it for good.” 
 

S o we need to think about the way we do things. 
We’ve recently been considering new building 

work that, amongst other benefits, would make the 
the church, inside and outside, more visible. But, 
we can do more now – at much less cost – to make 
the spiritual, ‘intangible’ aspects of our church life 
more visible. Are our services welcoming? Are they 
of the right length? Are they at the right time? Is 
Sunday the right day, the only day? What about the 
style of language we use – in our worship and in 
our meetings. Hymns Ancient but not very Modern? 
Are we communicating to others outside our church 
in a way that is familiar to them? 
 

A nd us as followers of Christ? How big a part 
does grace play in our relationships? Do we 

pass quickly by or, like the Good Samaritan, try to 
engage with those who come through our doors. 

 

 
 
As Richard Underwood said: 
“When we look closely into the mirror, we might 
discover that we’re not quite as attractive as we 
thought we were: We like to think we’re welcoming, 
but is that how newcomers see us? We like to think 
we’re prayerful, but how many of us meet to pray 
regularly and what do we pray about? We like to 
think we’re gospel-hearted, but how many non-
Christians are we actually engaging with for the 
Lord Jesus on a regular basis?” 
 

A s with any problem, no one has all the 
answers. We need to pray for guidance from 

the Lord. But we also need to not be afraid to try 
something different, new ways of bringing the Good 
News to all, whether to friends, neighbours, or the 
wider community. We may fail in some: it would be 
amazing if we didn’t.  
 

B ut try we must. As past Wessex Synod 
Moderator Adrian Bulley said, in that same 

Aug/Sept 2006 issue of Pathway, “A Church that is 

prepared to accept change, prepared to move 
forwards, prepared to adapt to meet the challenges 
of 2006 and beyond, is a Church which proclaims 
to the word that it is alive and flourishing because 
Jesus is alive, not trapped in an ancient tomb.” 
 

 Yours in Christ 

  Jim Tudor 
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Caring and Sharing in 

the Local Community 

Dates for Your Diary  
Bible Sunday Service 11 Oct. 

(preceded by tea @ 3.30pm) 4.30 

Wessex Festival Singing Day & 17 Oct. 

AGM (at BURC) 10am to 4.30pm  

BURC Quiz Night  23 Oct. 

Note earlier start time 7.00pm 

Bonfire Party  7 Nov. 

Pop-In Express  14 Nov. 

‘Shoe-Box Sunday’ (collection  15 Nov. 

of boxes for Operation Christmas Child) 



 

 

 

We remember in our prayers those who are or 
have recently been unwell: Liz Evans, Tom 
Jenkins, June Lawrence, Sheila McMahon, 
Gwyneth Maling, Ann Scriven, David Sidey, 
Janet Stead and Pearl Wilson. 

We also pray for Sheila McMahon and family on 

the recent death of her brother. 

Congratulations ... 

to Rebecca Mott on recently gaining her degree at 
Bournemouth University. 

to Cathy Fair and Paul McDonald on their 

successful A Level results enabling them to study 
Dentistry and Aerospace Engineering, 
respectively. 

to Anna Bussell on her successful GCSE results. 

FAMILY NEWS 

 

As someone with bad eyesight, I 

really appreciate the fact  that 

I am kept informed of what is 

happening during the service by 

a special notice [on the audio-

visual screen]. 

Thank you to those thoughtful 

people who supply the 

information 
Margaret van Coller 

Fancy a cuppa? 
 

The time is coming when I shall have to 
draw up a new Coffee/tea rota for a 

Sunday morning. 

We all enjoy the opportunity to meet 
together after Church and enjoy a cup of 
tea or coffee together before going our 
separate ways again.   We have a band 
of helpers who are willing to provide this 

for you all. 

 But the numbers have diminished over 
the years as people simply get too old or 
ill to continue.    We have reduced each 
"team" to two people instead of three so 
that we can spread the time between 
duties.   I have had one new volunteer 
for our next rota and for this I am truly 

grateful.   

Ideally I would like to approach you 
individually to tell you just how valuable 
this is to our church family and to 
explain that it really is not the most 

onerous duty we carry out.    

However, I am away for a few weeks in 
October so I thought I would give you all 
time to consider whether YOU could put 

your name forward.   

Nothing would delight me more on my 
return to know that someone out there 
has heard my appeal and responded in 
a positive way.   I can only pray for 

that!  God bless you all.  

Val Rowberry 

 Prayer for Each Day 
 

Lord, we offer you ourselves this day 
for the work you want accomplished, 
for the people you want us to meet, 
for the word you want to be uttered, 
for the silence you want to be kept,  
for the places you want us to enter, 
for the new ways you want pioneered. 
Go with us along the way, Lord, 
and enable us to realize your presence, 
at all times and in all places,  
our loving Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Prayer seen in the Italianate Church of St. Mary 
and St. Nicholas, Wilton, during the recent BURC- 
ZAK Twinning visit 



Church Life in pictures... 

Annie Strang (above), speaking at the 
recent Harvest Supper, about the Farming 
Community Network , a charitable network 
of volunteers drawn from the farming 
community and rural churches, providing 
pastoral and practical support to farming 
people during periods of anxiety, stress 
and problems relating to both the farm 
household and the farm business.  

(above) Elders from BURC and Lytchett Minster URC met 
with Wessex Synod Moderator, Revd Clare Downing (back 
row centre), in early September to discuss the way forward 
for the Vacancy Process. 

Nothing like a nice cuppa! Dilys Lawrence (right) hard 
at work during one of the recent church fund-raising 

Open Garden Afternoons. 

(below) Some of the produce given at our recent 
Harvest Festival Service for Poole Food Bank 

(right) Caroline is welcomed by Revd. Roy 
Fowler, Caroline’s (full time) co-minister in the 

WEBS (West Essex and Bishop’s Stortford) 
Pastorate at her recent Induction. 



ZAK visit 

Christ has no body but yours 
 

In discussions about ‘growing the church’ at 
our joint retreat day, this prayer by St Teresa 
of Avila was a very clear reminder of our 

purpose in bringing the Good News. 
 

Christ has no body but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world, 
 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to 

do good, 
Yours are the hands, with which he 
blesses all the world. 
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 
Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 

Christ has no body now but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
compassion on this world. 
Christ has no body now on earth but 
yours. 

Scenes of spiritual and 
social unity during the 

recent BURC-ZAK 
Twinning visit, symbolised 

by (below) the collage of 
British and German hands 

created by Esther Götz 
during the ‘retreat day’. 



Fun at Harvest Pop-In  



YMCA Skydive 2015  
(below) Caroline, Alice and Saz ready for take-off and (right) Saz on her way to a safe landing! 
Full story on opp page. 

Fun at Harvest Pop-In (continued) 



Area Synod meeting report  

Exodus 3 4 When the Lord saw that he had 
gone over to look, God called to him from 

within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses 
said, “Here I am.” 

What would you do if you were Moses? 
Would you be scared and run away? At 
peace and ready to follow?  A group from 
BURC attended the Area Synod meeting in 
Fordingbridge to discover more about God’s 
calling and gifts for the future vision of the 
URC.  

Firstly, the moderator introduced the evening 
with the theme we were going to be 
exploring. We were split into groups to study 
five passages from the Bible on God’s 
calling. It was a time to delve deeper into the 
word, to grow in fellowship with other 
Christians and to discuss our calling as a 
local church.  

Afterwards, we came back together to give 
feedback and to discuss the importance of 
God’s calling and gifts. We are all ministers 
seeking to serve God. We are all gifted. We 
are all unique and made for a purpose. We 
are son and daughters of God and loved by 
him. Each and every one of us are gifted to a 
ministry…...pastoral, leadership, finance, 
music, cooking, flowers etc. We had another 
chance to reflect with others our concerns, 
questions, comments to ultimately discern 
the future vision of the URC. Later in the 
evening, we had a time of contemplation 
thinking about our calling and gifts and to 
follow God’s leading for the URC.  

If this sounds like something you are 
interested in, discerning the future vision of 
the URC. I do really encourage you to attend 
these Area Meetings which are facilitated 3-4 
times a year by the Wessex Synod. Please 
speak to your Elder if you like to find out 
more about the URC. 
Saz Holland 

YMCA Skydive 2015 
What can I say? It was UNBELIEVABLE! 
Caroline, Alice and I (see photos on opp 
page) were blessed with a lifetime 
opportunity to raise funds for the YMCA.  

On 8th August, we drove to the Go-Skydive 
centre at Salisbury. It was glorious weather 
and couldn’t ask for a better day……..perfect 
conditions! We arrived, registered in and 
when we were put into a room with a group 
of people for an introduction of the day 
ahead which was led by a very energetic and 
fun-packed leader!  

Afterwards, we sat in the sun with friends 
and family watching people skydiving from 
the aeroplanes, people flying microlights, 
pilots having flying lessons……suddenly our 
names were called out. THIS IS IT! We 
walked into a marquee, dressed up into our 
flying gear and had a training session. Once 
we signed our life away, we met our trusted 
flying partners and walked towards the 
aeroplane.  All 15 of us sat together and 
were each strapped to our partners for the 
ride.  

We had fantastic views of Salisbury and the 
surrounding area whilst flying up to 15,000ft. 
Once we reached it, the door was opened. It 
was quite surreal seeing people jumping out 
of an aeroplane. However…..it was exciting! 
I was the last person out of the plane 
jumping……I can remember the moment 
very clearly sitting on the edge having my 
legs daggling out of the plane….I was full of 
adrenaline,  excitement and wonder.  

Suddenly, before I knew it I had somersault-
ed out and started flying downwards at 
130mph! You can’t compare it to anything on 
earth! You have to experience it…to 
experience it! After falling 10,000ft - in just 
over a minute - the parachute deployed and I 
started gliding down towards the base, 
seeing spectacular views of God’s creation. 
Amazing! Once landed, we sat in a jeep 
wheezed to the centre, received our goodie 
bags and spent some quality time with the 
YMCA crew, friends and family with a glass 
of champagne! 

I would like to say a massive ‘thank you’ for 
your support, encouragement and donations 
which will help the YMCA greatly. With your 
support we have raised over £1,300. Once 
again a big thank you to you all!  

Saz Holland 

The Vicar at Harvest Festival had arranged 

all the vegetables in front of the Altar. He 

asked the children if they could name 

them. The replies were potatoes, cabbage, 

carrots, broccoli, and swede. So he asked 

if they could use one word to cover them 

all. A little boy held his hand up and replied 

" Gravy".  



Items for the December 2015/January 2016 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Tuesday 24th  November 2015 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  vacant 

 Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                 Mr Martin Sales 

email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday  
    in the month 
            6.30 pm  Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays   
    2nd Sunday: Holy Communion   
    4th Sunday: Worship and The Word':  
    informal praise, worship and discussion  
   

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Yarn with Yarn Craft Group   
     (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
  2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 

  8.00 pm Music Group 
 

Friday 9.45 am - 10.15 am  Prayer Group 
  7.00pm - 9.00pm Friday Get-Together (alt weeks) 
 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

PRAYERS – What’s 
the point you may 

ask? 
Some say 

“POINTLESS” and 
“HE NEVER 

HEARS” or “FALLS 
ON DEAF EARS!” 

                
DON’T YOU BELIEVE IT!!!!! 
How many times, as a child, have you heard 
adults say “If you don’t ask, you won’t get”? 
I have thought about the words: 

Ask and you shall receive, 

Seek and you shall find, 

Knock and the door will be opened unto you. 

Those three lines start with A, S, K, the very 
thing we need to do. 
I have been at Prayer Group and responded 
by reversing the letters, thus: 
K  S  A  -  What does this stand for you may 
ASK. 
 

It stands for: 

KING SUPPLIES ANSWERS 
YES, Our Lord will answer our prayers and 
supply what we need, but we need to come to  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Him first.  Prayer is so important – make it a 
regular, happy, pleasurable, quiet time 
shared with Him and with others because 
‘where two or more are gathered, He is with 
us’. 
 

May the power of the Holy Spirit lead you to 
share in prayer and to be guided by Him but 
especially listen and lend an ear.  Prayer 
Group is held Friday mornings at 9.45 am 
in the Church – Or - share in early prayer in 
the Church each Sunday at 9.45 am prior to 
the service.  All are welcome to meet with our 
Lord in this way.  
Come and Join in. 
Prayer is a truly powerful force. 
Linda Smith (on behalf of the Prayer Focus Group) 


