
Dear Friends 

The Lord is Risen!  Alleluia! 

W e join in the joyful shout of Christians down 
the ages as we celebrate the elation of the 

disciples on that first Easter morning and claim for 
ourselves the promise of new life through the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  

O nly days before, the picture had looked very 
different.  To bewildered followers Jesus had 

predicted his death at the hands of his enemies in 
Jerusalem.  Taking the role of a servant, he had 
washed their feet with his own hands before 
breaking bread and declaring it to be his broken 
body.  Betrayed by one of his closest friends, he 
had been tried and convicted on a charge of 
blasphemy, nailed to a cross and hung up to die a 
criminal’s death.  Most of his friends had fled, 
fearing for their lives.  After three years in Jesus’ 
constant company, being taught and inspired by 
him, talking, eating and journeying together, they 
felt abandoned, alone, anxious and uncertain of 
what the future held in store. 

T hat future held more than they could ever 
have dreamed of!  The unbelievable tale told 

by Mary of an empty tomb and the Risen Lord 
proved to be the amazing truth, witnessed with 
their own eyes.  With new courage the loyal band 
of Jesus’ followers “joined together constantly in 
prayer” (Acts 1.14) as they waited in Jerusalem 
for the gift which Jesus had promised.  In God’s 
time, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon them, 
and they continued to meet together for 
fellowship, teaching, the breaking of bread and 
prayer, and “the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved.”  (Acts 2.42-47) 

A fter nearly eight years here in Broadstone, 
the time has come for me to respond to the 

Lord’s call to move on to a new place of ministry.  
During this time we have learned, laughed and 

eaten together, comforted and encouraged one 
another and walked together on our journey of 
faith.  You may feel anxious and uncertain as you 
are left alone to continue the work we have 
shared together.  How long will it be before you 
have a new minister to serve among you?  How 
much ministry will you receive and what will be 
the shape of the new pastorate?  And what about 
all the plans we have been developing as a result 
of the Local Ministry & Mission Review? 

F ear not!  We are Easter people!  We believe 
in New Life and Resurrection and God’s 

wonderful, undreamed-of possibilities.  As I follow 
God’s call to move on at this time, I am 
wonderfully encouraged by the way in which I see 
the Holy Spirit working among you. 

A lthough the Eldership has reduced in 
number, we have the joy of ordaining Val 

Rowberry as a new Elder this year and I have had 
some encouraging conversations with others who 
may accept the call to Eldership in the future.  
The LMMR Focus Groups are continuing to 
develop proposals for new ways of approaching 
pastoral care and a more effective layout of our 
church rooms and worship space, as well as 
exploring new opportunities for ‘caring and 
sharing’ in our community.  The Worship & 
Spiritual Life Forum has already met to ensure 
continuity in the church’s worship and a faithful 
group meets regularly to offer everything to God 
in prayer. 

Truly Christ is alive and working among us!  
Alleluia!   

 In the love of Christ, 

   Caroline 
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Dates for Your Diary 
Dementia-friendly Easter service  7 April 

coffee from 10.15am; service 11.00am 

Pop-In Express  11 April 

Youth Charity fundraising lunch  26 April 

Hall in use all day for Elections  7 May 

Children and Youth Forum   1 June 



From the Prayer Focus Group   
A few months ago the Wessex Synod suggested 
that, as well as listing the churches that should be 
prayed for each week in the Prayer Calendar, their 
e-newsletter could carry a prayer from any church 
that would like the other churches in the synod to 
pray for their situations.  The early March e-
newsletter carried the following prayer request 
from us at BURC. 
 

Broadstone URC completed their LMMR a 

few months ago.  Since then they have been 
considering “the way forward” and what it is 

that the Lord is asking them to do.  To this 

aim they set up 5 Focus Groups.  One is to 
consider the ways in which they Worship, 

their Spirituality and Discipleship; another the 

Pastoral Care in the church and ways in which 
it could be improved;  the third is considering 

the way that the Buildings are used and what 

changes there need to be and the fourth is 
looking at the Community Engagement 

(Outreach Group), what is done at present and 

what opportunities there are to extend this.  
The final group is the Prayer Focus Group, 

which is underpinning the deliberations by the 

other four groups with prayer. 
So, the members of BURC are asking for 

prayer that with all that is happening they will 

be able to discern the Lord’s will for their 
future in order to extend the knowledge of His 

kingdom.  

 
Continued on next column 

 
If you are interested in receiving the Synod e-
newsletter, please email Carol Rogers on  
carannrog@aol.com  (and, yes, there are 2 ‘n’s). 
Pat Johnson 

 

 
 

We remember in our prayers those who are or 
have recently been unwell or having a difficult 
time: Betty Bricknell, Dawn Edge, Elaine 
James, Rita Smith, Margaret van Coller and 
Jean Wanstall. 

We also remember the family of Joan Snashall 
following her recent passing; an appreciation of 
Joan appears on this page. 

Congratulations ... 
To Mark Shortland and Aram Jeon  on their 

recent engagement. 
to Zoe Legg and Paul Jones on their recent 
engagement. 
to Isobel Evans, Janet Meachin and Val 
Rowberry on their recent election to the 

Eldership. 

Thanks to ... 
Pat Johnson and Roy King-Underwood on 
their time as Elders over the past years.  

FAMILY NEWS 
Joan Ellen Snashall 

3rd January 1935 – 1st February 2015 

Joan and Gerald came to Broadstone from 
Purley and worshipped first of all at the 
Methodist Church where Gerald played the 
organ. They then settled with us at BURC and 
became members. Joan believed in good 
teaching and discussion to further her own 
knowledge and was a worker behind the 
scenes, especially when it came to the apple 
pies for the Harvest Supper. 

Joan was born in January 1935 and grew up 
in Coulsdon, Surrey, she valued education 
and acquired a place at the local grammar 
school where she worked hard and did well. 
She chose a career in caring for children less 

fortunate than herself with The Methodist 
Children’s Home (NCH) where she was 
successful in her work and was ordained by 
the Methodist church as a ‘Sister’ to work in 
the NCH. She was still in contact with many of 
her old colleagues and sisters and indeed one 
of her charges who remembered the incredibly 
positive role model that Joan had been for his 
life. She then went on to work for the local 
authority as a social worker firstly working with 
the needy families of Croydon then moving 
onto adoption work and finally working for a 
Christian adoption society. Somehow she 
could always find a sunny and funny side to 
the human misery she dealt with.  

Building on her own passion for education she 
balanced her stressful work with evening 
classes and it was through one of these she 

met Gerald. In retirement here, she joined 
classes and used the skills she had in knitting 
and crafts, she enjoyed the friends she made 
through church, the WI and in her road. She 
enjoyed travelling and loved her garden. 

Joan was a faithful worshipper; she hated to 
trouble people and didn’t want to be overly 
demanding of her friends and family. Her 
generosity to others was clear as she 
downsized and gave to those less fortunate. 

It’s the independence, the care, the warmth, 
the stories and faith that we will remember 
about Joan and give thanks for a life well lived 
that has touched so many in a positive way. 

Janet Meachin 



Church Life in pictures... 

Synod Moderator Revd Clare Downing (1st left) together 
with Janet Meachin (right centre) and URC colleagues 
pictured at the recent 50th Anniversary celebrations of 
the United Church of Zambia. 

Alice Vodden speaking at the March 
Mission Supper about her recent visit to 
Zambia under the auspices of the 
International Citizen Service (ICS). 

Easter Pop-In an egg-cellent 
success... 



Hands around the World 
Have you ever wondered about the Hands around the World Banner that 
hangs above the pulpit steps? Who made it, and why? 
I was talking to Eileen Thurston one day and she remembered being part 
of the Banner Group, organised by Gill McDonald, and helping to prepare 
this banner and its twin. The twin was sent to the churches in Hong Kong 
in 1997 at the time of the handover of the colony to China because the 
churches there were worried that it would be difficult for them, under a 
Communist regime, to continue worshipping as they had been.  Time has 
shown that they worried needlessly as seemingly all is as it was.   
The banner was made and sent to show the solidarity of our church with 
those in Hong Kong.  
On the reverse is a printed sheet on which is written: 

This banner is sent with Christian greetings from the United Reformed Church, Broadstone, 
Dorset, England. In this our 150th anniversary year we extend our hand of friendship across the 
world to show our solidarity with you at this time of change and challenge for your church. Please 

be assured that we are thinking of you and will continue to pray for you as you face the future. 
May you know the protection, power and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ who unites us in the 
world-wide fellowship of faith.  June 1997 
This banner, together with words of greeting is a copy of the one sent to the church in Hong Kong 
at the time of their country’s handover of power to China, June/July 1997 

More Easter Pop-In photos… showing that you 
don’t have to be young - only young-at-heart! 



The April communion offering is for the Alpha 
India Foundation, a charity founded in 1999 by 
Roger and Pearl Higgins, a Christian couple who 
live in Corfe Mullen. The objective of this charity is 
to rescue orphaned or abandoned children in a 
particular area of South India where there is a lot 
of deprivation. Alpha India have a 2 acre plot with 
two houses each which can accommodate 12 
children, girls in one house and boys in the other. 
They are cared for by an Indian Couple and a 

house mother. 

The homes come under an umbrella organisation 
in India who act as the Managing Board and who 
are licensed by the Indian authorities to run 
children’s homes. Almost without exception, each 
of the children has a heartrending story 
associated with how they arrived at the 
door of Alpha India and without their help 
they would probably have found 
themselves, like so many other children, 
fending for themselves on the streets of 

the city. 

The children are brought up in a Christian 
environment which includes daily devotions and a 
weekly visit to church which the children relish 
despite the 6am wake-up and the hour and a half 

drive to the city. 

The Christian nurturing of the children brings 
Alpha India into conflict with the Indian authorities 
who, not wanting children to be brought up as 
Christians, have put every obstacle in their way. 
However despite all these difficulties they have 

been able to continue the work, all the time 
ensuring that they meet any requirements 
demanded by the government. There is a terrible 
irony that the Indian government are apparently 
so concerned with the welfare of the few children 
in Christian children’s homes while they do little to 
help the large numbers of young children who are 

forced to live rough on the streets. 

One of the problems faced by Alpha India is the 
preparation of the children for adulthood and 
ensuring that each of them has a secure future. 
The oldest of them are Kiruba, Danny and 
Yuvaraj. Kiruba, who was baptised last year, will 
finish school in May at the age of 20. Her 
grandparents, who are her legal guardians, want 

to follow the Indian tradition of finding her a 
husband when she leaves. Danny is about to 
complete his 3rd year of a Mechanical 
Engineering Degree and Yuvaraj is coming to 
the end of his second year at Madras 
Christian College studying statistics. Both of 

them are also committed Christians.  

None of this work happens without the necessary 
funding and it costs about £40 per child per month 
to run the homes plus education costs and 
maintenance of the houses and vehicles. So 
please give generously to the April communion 
offering and you might also like to consider 
becoming a supporter, providing a regular gift to 
Alpha India to help them with their work. 
Thank you. 
David Holland 

Minute for Mission – Alpha India Foundation 

The Role of The Elder 

Three Broadstone members attended a recent 
Elders’ Development Day led by Revd Mary 
Thomas where the role of the elder was discussed. 
While the role of elder has its origins in the Old and 
New Testaments, it has a special place within the 
United Reformed Church. Elected by Church 
Meeting, elders are ordained for life but may serve 
the local church for more limited periods. Elders 
have therefore been recognised as individuals with 
gifts that can serve the church. Not everyone brings 
the same gifts. While they do not need to be senior 
in years, they should be mature and maturing 
Christians. 
The elders should work together as a team. 12 
responsibilities for the eldership are listed in the 
URC Manual. However it is important to note that 
while everything has to be done, everything doesn’t 
have to be done by every elder; indeed many parts 
responsibilities may be shared with others in the 
church. The responsibilities are to: 
1. Foster concern in the congregation for witness, 

service, evangelism, education and ecumenical 
action 

2. See that worship is offered 

3. Ensure pastoral care is undertaken 
4. Nominate from its members a church secretary 
5. Arrange for pulpit supply 
6. Keep the roll of members and lists of adherents 

and children 
7. Oversee work amongst young people and of 

other church organisations 
8. Arrange the election of Elders 
9. Consider the suitability of candidates for ministry 
10. Recommend arrangements to the church 

meeting for buildings maintenance and financial 
oversight 

11. Act on behalf of the church meeting & bring 
concerns to the wider URC 

12. And do whatever else is necessary to build up 
the common life of the church. 

The last responsibility is also one of 14 
responsibilities of the Church Meeting listed in the 
Manual. In the URC it is the members gathered 
together in Church Meeting who share the ultimate 
responsibility for strengthening each other's faith, 
and fostering the life, work and mission of the local 
church through discussion, responsible decision and 
care for one another. 
Chris Evans 



At the March Synod Meeting in Southampton we 
were able to appoint a new Synod Clerk, Mrs Sue 
Brown of Fareham. Other items of news: 
An updated Synod website will be launched soon. 
Newbury URC is to close at Easter. 
The next Area Gathering for the South West will 
be on 21st September 
The Moderator and three others (including Janet 
Meachin) reported on their visit to Zambia as part 
of the United Church of Zambia’s 50th 
anniversary. 
Churches were reminded that small grants of up 
to £500 are available to support new mission 
activities. 
The Synod’s churches delivered £2,021,976 
M&M contribution in 2014.Most churches have 
offered to meet their suggested Ministry and 
Mission Fund for 2015 and, in response to the 
appeal from General Assembly, so far 12 
pastorates have offered 1% or more above the 
formula amount.  
Several resolutions were considered and, 
sometimes after rewording, approved: 
Urgency in the publication of new safeguarding 
guidance was encouraged as the current 
guidance is now 10 years old 
The Synod Trustees were encouraged to 
continue with their ethical investment approach 
and their engagement in the lobbying of 
Companies through the Church Investors Group, 
particularly in relation to the use of fossil fuels 
Local churches are encouraged to review their 
fossilfuel derived energy usage, and their 
investment policy, from an ethical investment 
point of view. 
The Synod also discussed the URC’s response to 
the Government’s same-sex marriage legislation. 

The legislation states that, apart from the Church 
of England, the “relevant governing authority” of 
each church may give consent to the registration 
of church buildings for same-sex marriages. 
The last General Assembly discussed the URC’s 
response and decided that there should be a 
URC-wide consultation on whether or not it 
should permit local churches to make their own 
decisions about whether to conduct same-sex 
marriages was intended to include both local 
churches and Synods. The balance of feelings of 
those voting members present at Synod was 
about 60% in favour and just under 40% against 
General Assembly permitting local churches to 
make their own decisions. The Synod Clerk will 
report this to the General Secretary. 
However an alternative approach was proposed 
by Rev Dr Romilly Micklem, the minister at 
Walton-on Thames. In essence, he suggested 
that (a) General Assembly need not express a 
view on the matter of same-sex marriage, (b) 
rather it should agree that the “relevant governing 
authority” for giving consent to the registration of 
a congregation’s buildings for same-sex 
marriages (as defined in the legislation) is the 
Church Meeting or other local governing council 
of that congregation. While the legality of this 
interpretation had not yet been confirmed all 
those present agreed that this would be a 
sensible way forward, with only one voting 
member dissenting.  
The General Secretary has since responded 
“whether this will ‘work’ legally, we do not yet 
know. But it has the potential to be really helpful, 
if it will. Certainly it is being taken very seriously.“ 
Chris Evans 
 

Report on the Wessex Synod Meeting – 21st March 2015 

Prayer Request 
You will have noticed slips like 
this at the back of the church.  If 
you have a worry for which you 
would like prayer or have a 
thanksgiving that you would like 
to share, do please complete a 
slip and put it in the Prayer Box, 
which is also at the back of the church.  The box 
is opened   on  a  Friday   morning  at   the 
Prayer Meeting.  
Everyone is welcome at the Prayer Meeting 
which is held at 9.45 am in the Church on a 
Friday. Please put your prayer request in the 
Prayer Box. We will offer the prayer at the next 
Friday Prayer Meeting, which are held at 9.45am 
in the Church. 
Pat Johnson 

Easter Peace: It does not mean to be in a 

place where there is no noise, trouble or 

hard work. It means to be in the midst of 

those things and still be calm in your 

heart.  
Author unknown 

Church AGM Reports will be made available 

online shortly at  

http://broadstoneurc.org/documents/

PathwayAGM2015Reports.pdf  

For paper copies, please contact the 
Secretaries. 



Reproduced with permission 

Maria came home from Sunday School 

on Palm Sunday and told her mother 

that she had learned a new song about a 

cross-eyed bear named Gladly. 

It took her mother a while before she 

realised that the hymn Maria had been 

singing was really: "Gladly The Cross I'd 

Bear." 



Items for the June/July 2015 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 24th May 2015 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:   Revd. Caroline Vodden 

Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                 Mr Martin Sales 

email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Website: www.broadstoneurc.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/

BroadstoneURC  
Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday  
    in the month 
            6.30 pm  Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays   
    2nd Sunday: Holy Communion   
    4th Sunday: Worship and The Word':  
    informal praise, worship and discussion  
   

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Charity Knitting & Craft Group  
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
  2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 

  8.00 pm Music Group 
 

Friday 9.45 am - 10.15 am  Prayer Group 
  7.00pm - 9.00pm Friday Get-Together (alt weeks) 
 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

What can I say about Children’s Day…….I can 
say…..it was outstanding! The event was held at 
Avenue St Andrews in Southampton. The theme 
was based on God’s purpose for us all and using 
our God-given gifts in the world……….which 

made our slogan for the day ‘I’m Outstanding!’  

I was part of the Youth leadership team for the 
day which was great fun. Firstly the children were 
given a T-shirt to draw on and draw whatever 
they liked to represent themselves. Lots of 
designs of flowers, cars, sport, flags! Afterwards, 
they were split into 3 groups to do some activities. 
My group did some ‘Jackson Pollock’ style 
painting….we had a bottle of paint each and 
splattered it on a blank canvas which represented 
our lives based on Psalm 139. We as humankind 
are constantly searching and seeking for our 
purpose and trying to plan out our lives, however, 
God has his own plans for us before we were 
born, and he created us for a purpose to do his 
will. Later on, we made portraits of each other 
using picture frames and random craft bits to see 
God’s creation and seeing every detail of 
ourselves through his eyes. After lunch, we went 
to our final activity which was rock smashing……I 
think some of us started to feel like Indiana Jones 
off to a new adventure! In pairs, we smashed 
rocks with hammers and chisels to find hidden 
gems and treasures, this represented our gifts 

from God. Some of our gifts, may not be revealed 
until later in life……..our friends, family, church 
community, can see something in you which you 
didn’t know you had and only by giving an 

opportunity this gift is revealed to glorify God. 

Finally, we joined the adults in Synod and led the 
closing worship on our theme for the day. Chris 
and I led some high energy songs on our guitars 
with lots of actions to sing and dance to……’I’m 
gonna jump and down and spin around praise 
your name forever!’ and ‘Teach me to dance to 
the beat of your heart’. Praise God! For the 
prayers of thanksgiving, we used a large 
parachute to cover the congregation, shouting out 
and lifting our prayers to God. Ruth spoke on 
what we did, finding our purpose and gifts: to 
develop our gifts, to use them for the good for 
others, to discern our purpose and follow his path 
for us and ultimately share his share to all people. 

Lastly we finished with a blessing with actions.  

Jeremiah 29:11New Century Version (NCV) 
11 I say this because I know what I am planning 
for you,” says the LORD. “I have good plans for 

you, not plans to hurt you. I will give you hope 

and a good future. 

Saz Holland 

Wessex Children’s Day 21st March 2015 – I’m Outstanding 


