
Dear Friends 

I t has to be said that I am something of a 
hoarder.  My house – cupboards, drawers, 

shelves and most available surfaces - is filled 
with ‘unwanted' clutter.  I say ‘unwanted’, 
because I really don’t like to be surrounded by 
clutter.  I work much better with a clear desk and 
much prefer a clean and tidy house, yet 
somehow I just can’t bring myself to get rid of so 
many things I have accumulated on life’s journey.  
I feel I could do with one of those ‘life laundry’ 
ladies to come and sort me out – but, in all 
honesty, I couldn’t bear the forced parting from all 
those relics of the past and those many things 
which ‘just might come in useful one day’! 

B ut I did manage a little ‘spring cleaning’ this 
week – albeit that the forecasters are 

predicting some truly wintry weather in the 
coming days.  Scrapbooks full of recipes, knitting 
patterns and soft furnishing designs have been 
consigned to the recycling bin along with any 
ambitions to become a model homemaker!  My 
old judo books, medals (yes, I won some in my 
youth!) and long-faded photos of practice nights 
and competitions have also gone, along with any 
residual inkling that I might one day take up the 
sport again.  Into the bin went a stack of video 
tapes which we haven’t watched since we got a 
DVD player (but we just might have wanted to....).  
And, yes, a few of my son Ben’s things too.  The 
time comes eventually for letting go of things and 
holding on to the memories. 

I t’s not easy, but there’s something truly 
liberating about letting go of the past and of the 

vain ambitions which will never be realized.  
There’s more room to move, to breathe, to enjoy 
the present. 

I t seems to me that Lent is a time for clearing 
out our spiritual attics; a time to dispose of the 

old regrets that weigh us down and the 
unrealizable pipe-dreams that leave us feeling 
guilty failures.  Perhaps we all need a bit of a ‘life 
laundry’ from time to time, to free us up and give 
us a fresh perspective, a new focus. 

 

 

 

T he forty days and nights which Jesus spent in 
the wilderness after his baptism must have 

given him plenty of time to reflect on the past: to 
think about his childhood in Nazareth, his 
parents, brothers and sisters; to study the rough 
hands which had fashioned beautiful joinery out 
of raw planks and helped to earn an income for 
his family; to take a mental walk around the 
familiar streets which had been his home for thirty 
years. 

B ut now it was time to let go: to make new 
friends, travel new byways, go to unfamiliar 

places and risk the reaction of strangers.  He 
needed to travel light, unencumbered by worldly 
goods and heavy nostalgia, so that he could 
commit himself heart and soul to the task of 
ministry to which his heavenly Father called him.   

P erhaps we need to create some ‘wilderness 
space’ where we can reflect on those things 

which we need to let go in order to allow God the 
space to lead us into new opportunities for 
ministry and service? Please take time to think 
and pray earnestly this Lent as we seek to call 
new Elders and to take forward the mission and 
ministry of our church to the people of 
Broadstone. 

  

 God bless you all,  

   Caroline 
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Dates for Your Diary 
Family Pop-In 7 Feb. 

 10.30am 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 6 Mar. 

Service, St Anthony’s  10.30am 

Mothering Sunday Service 15 Mar. 

Mission Supper 21 Mar. 

BURC Hall 6pm 

Church AGM & Church Meeting  24 Mar. 

 7.45pm 
Family Pop-In 28 Mar. 

 10.30am 

Palm Sunday 29 Mar. 



The next Mission Supper is on Saturday 21st 
March at 6:00pm. At this event Alice Vodden will 
speak about her recent visit to Zambia under the 
auspices of the International Citizen Service 
(ICS).   
Alice writes: 
"ICS is the International Citizen Service run by 
the Voluntary Service Overseas. It provides 18-
25 year old's with the opportunity to spend three 
months volunteering in a developing country, 
working alongside the local population to help to 
fight poverty. I was lucky enough to be accepted 
to travel out to Zambia in October last year and 
spent three months facilitating sessions to the 
local community on health topics such as HIV/
AIDS.  

HIV is very common in Zambia, in the area where 
I was working 14% of the population are HIV+. 
Unfortunately, due to a lack of infrastructure in 
the area most of the population do not have 
access to the appropriate information that could 
help to reduce the chance of infection. This is 
where VSO ICS comes in.  
Our job is to work with the local community 
alongside volunteers from both Zambia and the 
UK to educate community members on these 
important health issues so that they, in turn, will 
have the relevant skills and knowledge to pass 
this on to others." 
Please book the date in your diary now and come 
to hear about Alice’s experiences in Zambia. 
Ian McDonald 

 

 

 

We remember in our prayers those who are or 
have recently been unwell: Andrea Curley, 
Connie Evans, Elizabeth Howard, Elaine 
James, Tom Jenkins, Pam Sales, Ann 
Scriven, David Sidey, Joan Snashall and Mike 
Wanstall. 

We also remember the family of Linda Rycroft 
following the recent death of her father. 

Congratulations ... 
to both Helen and Chris Pitman  and Jenny 
and Dave Loverock on the respective recent 

births of a first child. See page opposite for 
photos and more details. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Mission Supper 

Notes from the January Church Meeting 

The following matters were discussed and 
decisions made at the Church Meeting that 
followed the morning service on the 18th 

January 

The appointment of Chris Evans as the 
Church Synod Representative with Saz 

Holland as deputy was approved. 

Members were notified that the nomination 
forms for the election of elders in March 
were available. Two elders Pat Johnson and 
Roy King-Underwood will be retiring and do 
not seek re-election. Janet Meachin and 
Isobel Evans are willing to stand again if 
nominated. Caroline asked that everyone 
should consider whether they are being 

called to take on the role. 

John Evans notified the meeting that the 
gate at the Clarendon Close entrance had 
been locked for 24 hours to prevent anyone 

claiming public right of way. 

The rest of the meeting was devoted to the 
URC’s consultation about whether individual 
churches should be permitted to offer same-
sex marriage. Tim Meachin and Caroline 
jointly chaired the airing of questions of 
clarification and a small number of 
comments. Everyone present at the meeting 
was given a form to express their views and 
asked to return it to either of the secretaries 
by the next church meeting on the 24th 

February. 

Isobel Evans 

Table Tennis table wanted for the recently 

formed Friday night Family Get-together.  

If you can help, please speak to Roy King-

Underwood or Mick Rowberry. Transport 

can be arranged. 

Don’t let it be you!! 
It was Palm Sunday but because of a sore 
throat, 5-year-old Johnny stayed home from 
church with a sitter. When the family returned 
home, they were carrying several palm fronds. 
Johnny asked them what they were for. 
      "People held them over Jesus' head as he 
walked by," his father told him. 
      "Wouldn't you know it," Johnny fumed, "the 
one Sunday I don't go and he shows up."  



Speak O Lord  

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your Holy Word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes for Your glory. 
 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility; 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail— 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

 

 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us— 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises, 
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory 
Stuart Townend 

Submitted by Saz Holland 

Recent ‘new arrivals’ 

Church Life in pictures... 

Helen Pitman (née 
Purser) gave birth to 
Isabelle Ann (left) at 
9.15pm on 
Christmas Day 
2014. Isabelle 
weighed 6lbs 11ozs. 
Congratulations to 
both Helen and 
Chris and, of 
course, to 
grandmother Pat! 

Jenny  Loverock 
(née Shortland) 
gave birth to William 
(above) on 20th 
December 2014. 
William weighed 
8lbs 13ozs. 
Congratulations to 
both Jenny and Dave and, of course, to 
grandmother Janet! 

 
Well hopefully they will in 
Ethiopia, Lesotho and 
Uganda!! After a very 
successful year raising money for solar 
lights, Junior Church is hoping to buy 
beehives for families in those countries. 
Even here in England we are aware of the 
value of our bee colonies and their benefit to 
the environment - not to mention the 
delicious by-product of honey. 

Under the auspices of the charity "Send a 
Cow" there is a scheme to provide beehives 
which cost £35 each. Included in the 
package are the beehive itself, beekeeping 
training, a queen cage for transferring the 
queen, a honey filter and a wax press. Just 
one beehive can change a family's future 
and, incidentally, increase crop yields for the 
farmers. One of the wonders of nature! 

And how can we support this Junior Church 
scheme? The obvious ways are donations 
and support for the efforts of Junior Church. 
There is also a simple way to add to this total 
by taking one of the  Sunshine Bags from the 
back of the church and popping odd loose 
change in it when you can. Your bag can be 
bought in to church at any time and given to 
either Margaret Hatcher or Val Rowberry for 
banking. 

Last year almost £100 was raised by this 
method but this is somewhat less than 
previous years. So maybe now is the time to 
"reintroduce" these bags to get those bees 
buzzing!!! In 2014 we brought light into the 
lives of many families, maybe now we can 
add a little sweetness. 

Val Rowberry 

Have you heard the 
buzzzzzz.........? 



It is that time of year when Nomination Papers 
are being distributed to Members for careful and 
prayerful consideration as to whom they would 

propose for Eldership. 

When I was nominated 5 years ago I had to stop 
and seriously think about becoming an Elder, 
serving my Church but most especially serving 

The Lord. 

I asked myself the question above, “Do I really 
want to take on yet another job and become an 
Elder?”  Well, I am so glad I did and The Lord 

took me by the hand and showed me my path. 

As you all know, I run my own business, 
employing nearly 50 staff, and that takes such a 
lot of my time, plus I have a family to care for but 
being an Elder has helped me develop my 
relationship with The Lord, which has been so 
wonderfully precious.  There is so much to gain 
personally, even though it means giving of 

yourself and making a commitment.  

I spent time with Caroline explaining my Christian 
background and discussing the way forward and 

sharing time in prayer before I made my decision. 

I am so glad I made the commitment for it has 
been a wonderful experience, some situations 
have demanded of me personally, emotionally 
and spiritually whilst others have been physically 
tiring but I do not regret the commitment I made, 
indeed being re-elected for a second term has 

proven even more valuable.  

Two Prayer Cards helped me; one comes from 2 

Corinthians 12:9 which says My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.  The other is from Matthew 19:26 

which says, This is impossible for man, but for 

God everything is possible.   I felt I would not be 
able to cope and questioned myself as I do have 
weaknesses and was I really the right person for 
the job? Could I meet expectations and would it 
be possible for me to combine different aspects 

of my life? 

I am so pleased to say, that His Grace is 

sufficient and with Him everything is possible.   

My suggestion to all Members is being an Elder 
could change your life and enable you to walk His 
path in the way He has prepared for you.  Please 
consider serving your Church and community in 
the Lord’s way, as He guides, and also feel the 
power of the Holy Spirit as he enables and 

supports and gives you His Grace.  

As an Elder I am always available to talk, listen 
and support anyone who feels they have 
questions about Eldership, but, of course, in 
Caroline we have a gifted and blessed Minister 
who could, most especially, help guide members 

along a spiritual path. 

Please seriously consider whether you could help 
our Church and give of yourself because, in 

giving, do we also receive. 

Linda Smith  

Being an Elder! 
As all members are considering nominations for Eldership, here are two interesting perspectives on 
Being an Elder - one from a serving Elder and the other (see opposite) from a retiring Elder. Hopefully, 
it may serve to inspire any or all of you to serve the Lord in this way…. 

Do I Really Want to Take on another job and become an Elder? 

One day when Heaven was filled with His praises 
One day when sin was as black as could be 
Jesus came forth to be born of a Virgin 
Dwelt among men, my example is He 
Word became flesh and the light shined among 
us 
His glory revealed 
 

One day they led Him up Calvary's mountain 
One day they nailed Him to die on a tree 
Suffering anguish, despised and rejected 
Bearing our sins, my Redeemer is He 
Hands that healed nations, stretched out on a tree 
And took the nails for me 
 

One day the grave could conceal Him no longer 
One day the stone rolled away from the door 

Then He arose, over death He had conquered 
Now He's ascended, my Lord evermore 
Death could not hold Him 
The grave could not keep Him from rising again 
 

One day the trumpet will sound for His coming 
One day the skies with His glories will shine 
Wonderful day, my beloved one bringing 
My Savior Jesus is mine 
 

Living He loved me, dying He saved me 
And buried He carried my sins far away 
Rising He justified freely forever 
One day He's coming, oh, glorious day 
 

submitted by Saz Holland 

Glorious Day (Living He love me) – Casting Crowns 



Reflections on being an Elder 
 

As the New Year starts, Broadstone URC turns to 
nominating and electing elders. It has been 
suggested that it may be useful to those 
contemplating Eldership to have some reflections 

on my last 6 years and the role of being an Elder. 

Eldership is actively participating in and 
managing all aspects of church life. There are 
regular duties to be attended to, decisions to be 
participated in as an eldership, pastoral duties to 
be performed.  I feel these duties fall into three 
broad categories and I have tried to put a few 

thoughts down in each area:- 

Pastoral care – Having a list of members and 
adherents that are your own special people. 
Demonstrating the love of our Lord by sharing 
with them the high and lows of their lives and just 
being there for them. There is no mystic attached, 
just be yourself and extend your natural Christian 

love. 

Worship - Leading Vestry prayers, Elders prayers 
and occasionally taking part in services. I know 
this puts a number of people off eldership as they 
are very nervous of speaking in public. When I 
started a veteran elder gave me a good tip. He 
told me not to try and ad lib the prayers but come 
with a prayer and just read it. It works.( A little 
silent prayer to our Lord just before to ask for 
support does not go amiss either )  The same for 
leading Elders’ worship just find something that 
catches your spiritual eye and prepare it and read 
it. New elders are always placed down the list on 
rotas and have plenty of time to judge the format 
and copy it. It will also enable you to see that 

elders  are  not  super human and it is always the  

 
message not the messenger that is important. 

Elders meeting and duties. Most of an Elder’s 
duties are very well defined and don’t require any 
special mention. Elders’ meeting will be 
surprising as you can switch very easily from 
deciding where the Christmas tree should be put 
in church to how to deal with the discussion on 
same sex marriage. The discussion is always 
polite and everybody’s view is listened to with 

respect. The important thing is to contribute. 

From my point of view, being an Elder has been a 
great gift to me and a great privilege for me. It 
has enabled me to move significantly forward on 
my personal spiritual journey, deepened my faith 
and enabled me to see the Lord at work in our 
church and community. I would not have missed 

it for anything. 

Like everything else it has its highs and lows. My 
particular high was feeling the power of the holy 
spirit at a healing service and the absolute truth 
that our Lord is with us. There was no other 

explanation for what I felt. 

One of the memorable lows was dropping the 
peace candle on the way to the communion table 

at the beginning of the morning service. 

I feel that after 6 years, it is time to take a ‘time 
out' to become a simple member of the 
congregation and recharge the batteries ready for 

the next challenge. 

The benefits of being an Elder far outweigh any 
personal challenges. If you are nominated and 

approached why don’t you try it. 

Roy King-Underwood 

Lytchett-Line, 28th March: Nuffield Place 
and Grey's Court 

Our next outing is to two fabulous National 
Trust Houses near Henley-on-Thames. We'll 
leave Lytchett Matravers at 08.30 to arrive at 
Nuffield Place by 10.45. William Morris, Lord 
Nuffield, the founder of Morris Cars and the 
then richest man in the world, lived here for 30 
years. He was a great philanthropist and 20c 
influencer and this intimate home and garden 
reflects 1930s quiet good taste.  

At 12.45 we'll drive the short distance to Grey's 
Court. Taking centre stage of a small Chiltern 
Valley, this mellow Tudor Manor House has 
long views down the valley and a random 
patchwork of medieval buildings. Hidden within 
the enclosed series of intimate spaces is an 
archetypal English country garden, full of detail 
to absorb and delight all year round. Equally, 

the house interior invites exploration and gently 
unfurls its memories of a comfortable and 
welcoming home life. We'll leave at 16.00 to be 
home by 18.15. Both properties have a tea 
room and a shop to enjoy. 

National Trust Members tickets are just £23 
and for non-members, £39, including both 
admissions.  

For more information or to book, phone Jo 
Puttick on 01929-459368 or email him at 
joandeve.puttick@btinternet.com 



Items for the April 2015 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 29th March 2015 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:   Revd. Caroline Vodden 

Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                 Mr Martin Sales 

email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday  
    in the month 
            6.30 pm  Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays   
    2nd Sunday: Holy Communion   
    4th Sunday: Worship and The Word':  
    informal praise, worship and discussion  
   

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Charity Knitting & Craft Group  
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
  2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 

  8.00 pm Music Group 
 

Friday 9.45 am - 10.15 am  Prayer Group 
  7.00pm - 9.00pm Friday Get-Together (alt weeks) 
 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Wessex Youth Forum – Gifts and Calling 

The Wessex Synod recently invited us all to 
attend an event in Basingstoke’s London Street 
URC, based on the theme of God’s Calling and 
gifts. It was led by Rev Tanya Rasmussen and 
accompanied by the Wessex CYDO’s. At first, 
Ruth and Phil led a couple of games to get started 
which involved throwing a beach ball around and 
answering random and bizarre questions. 
Afterwards, we played “Pictionary” with a twist. 
Can you guess what we did? We used glow sticks 

in the dark!  

Now to business, Tanya led our first session on 
calling and finding out “What is God’s Calling?” It 
can be a need or a burning desire, a hunger to 
serve God, a sacrifice, following His Will, passion 
for God, different situations and circumstances 
etc. God’s calling is completely unique to every 
individual thoughout the age, no calling is ever the 
same. From different situations we can grow 
spiritually and step out in faith and trusting in him 
to follow His calling for us. How do we know if 
God is calling? At first we may feel a sense of 
being inadequate, fearful, unworthiness and 
saying “why me God?” Gradually we have 
recurring thoughts, our sense of call becoming 
clearer and stronger, our reaction changes, feel 
more at peace, more opportunities open up, a 
desire to give our life completely to God and pray 
more, people affirming our call….to name a few! 
At any time, we can read the Bible, meditate, talk 

to friends and above all, pray to God.  

Later after lunch, we went into groups discussing 
1 Corinthians 12 1-27, exploring the concept of 
Ministry Teams / The Body of Christ and using 
our spiritual gifts / God's calling. The Body of 
Christ, like all bodies, is comprised of many parts. 
There are limbs, organs, and various members 
that, when left alone, are useless, but when 
assembled make up the entire body. The church 
is a place of community, nourishment, sharing, 
teaching, exploring, discerning God’s Will, 
growing, safety, support, encouragement while 
using our gifts and talents and to follow our 
calling. Later in the afternoon, we had space to 
reflect on our calling, our purpose in this world 
and to really discern God’s will through 
discussion. The day was very thought provoking, 
powerful and inspirational. Through our calling, 
He will provide opportunities to use our gifts and 
talents to give Him all the honour, praise and 

glory He deserves. 

2 Thessalonians 1 v11-12. 11 That is why we always 
pray for you, asking our God to help you live the 
kind of life he called you to live. We pray that with 
his power God will help you do the good things you 
want and perform the works that come from your 
faith. 12 We pray all this so that the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ will have glory in you, and you will 
have glory in him. That glory comes from the grace 
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Saz Holland 


