
Dear FriendsDear FriendsDear FriendsDear Friends 

T here is so much that is lovely about the 
Christmas story.  The innocence and 

obedience of the young virgin, Mary.  The loyalty 
and protection of her husband-to-be Joseph.  The 
brilliance of the star shining in the night sky, 
illuminating the earth.  The glorious song of angel 
voices.  The simple humility of working shepherds.  
The wisdom and riches of the magi.  And the 
tender vulnerability of a newborn baby. It is a 
beautiful, uplifting story, full of all that is good. 

B ut there is a darker side to the story too.  The 
disgrace of an unexpected pregnancy out of 

wedlock. An arduous journey for the sake of 
Roman bureaucracy.  Crowded streets with 
nowhere to stay.  A draughty stable and the pain of 
labour.  A ruler’s jealous fear, a murderous 
rampage, and the night-time flight of a young family 
as refugees to a foreign land. 

W e tend to play down the ‘dark side’ of the 
nativity, focusing on the innocence of the 

story as presented in school productions and joyful 
carols. Christmas, after all, is a time of warmth and 
hope, love and celebration.  Like escaping into a 
good book, a TV soap or a Sunday afternoon film, 
it’s nice to leave reality behind for a while and enter 
into a make-believe world where all is well and 
everyone lives happily ever after. The difference is 
that the Christmas story is not make-believe; it is 
not an escape from reality.  It is the wonderful 
promise and amazing gift of God within the reality 
of our messy, sometimes difficult, lives. 

W e know that, sadly, life is not all innocence 
and loyalty, brilliant sights and glorious 

sounds, humility and wisdom, richness and 
tenderness.  Life is also dark, full of shame and 
disgrace, arduous, busy, uncomfortable, 
frightening, painful, violent, strange and lonely.  
This is the context in which the First Christmas 
came to pass.   

G od came to earth in the incarnation of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, because the world needed his 

tangible presence in the midst of its darkness and 
struggles.   The world needed the antidote to 
shame and disgrace, to betrayal and 
disappointment, to pain and suffering, to fear and 
oppressive power.  And that antidote was a tiny, 
vulnerable baby born to trusting, godly parents; a 
baby who would grow up to show the world a 
different way to live; a baby who would become a 
man like no other before or since, putting the needs 
of others before his own, offering hope and healing 
and love and forgiveness to all, and ultimately 
offering up his own life for the life of the world.   

T here is so much that is lovely about the 
Christmas story. It is a story that finds it 

meaning in the reality of our lives, bringing light into 
the dark places, hope where there is despair, and 
joy where there is sadness.  So rejoice and 
celebrate!  Jesus is the light of the world!  His light 
shines in our darkness, and the darkness will never 
overcome it.  (John 1.5) 

P aul and Alice join me in thanking you for your 
love and care during the past year and wishing 

you all a very Happy Christmas!   

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace.” (Luke 2.14) 

The peace of the Lord be with you all.The peace of the Lord be with you all.The peace of the Lord be with you all.The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
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Dates for Your Diary 
Pop-In Express 14 Dec 

 5pm 

Christmas Festival Service 22 Dec 

 10.30am 

Candlelight Carol Service 6.30pm 

Carol Praise & 29 Dec 

Baptism of Isla Eaton 10.30am 

BURC New Year Party & 11 Jan 

Pop-In Express from 4pm 

United Service for Week of 19 Jan 

Prayer for Christian Unity  6.30pm 

at St John’s  

Church Meeting (with lunch) 26 Jan 

after Morning Service 

Family Pop-In 8 Feb 

 10.30am 

Morning Worship led by Revd  23 Feb  

Clare Downing, Wessex Synod  10.30am 

Moderator 

In This Issue:  
LMMR • A Christmas Gift for the Church • 
The Night Before Christmas • Christmas 
puzzles • Christian New Year’s Resolutions 
… and more 



 

 

 

Those who have been in hospital or about to go 
into hospital, or are presently unwell or have other 
problems or concerns and whom we remember in 
our prayers include (in alphabetical order):  

Dennis & Joan Banfield, Betty Bricknell, 
Sandra Byrne, Dawn Edge, Connie Evans, 
Denis Gladwin, David Hoyle and Ann Scriven. 

We offer condolences to Jean & Mike Wanstall 
following the recent death of Jean’s sister-in-law. 

Congratulations  

to Mick Rowberry on his 80th birthday, during 
November. 

To Sandra & Phil Taylor, on the arrival of a third 
grandson, William Taylor Bradick, born 31st 
October to Lynda and Ian. Baby weighed 7 lbs 12 
ozs. 

FAMILY NEWS 
 

Thank you 
I was deeply touched by all the good 

wishes and cards for my special 

birthday!  It is good to belong to our 

Church family and to know how much 

people care. Thank you all for helping 

make my 80th such a memorable one. 
Mick Rowberry 

LMMR 
It might look like a new railway company, a 
swear word or some kind of disease but in 
fact it is none of these! 

LMMR stands for Local Mission and 
Ministry Review, and is a process by which 
local churches are encouraged to think 
about what they are doing, why they are 
doing it and how, perhaps they might 
engage in mission in a better way. 
I have been asked to help Broadstone and 
Lytchett Minster as an Outside Facilitator to 
go through this process and have had a 
couple of meetings with the elders from 
both churches to talk about the mission of 
your churches. 
Following on from those meetings we will be 
gathering together at the end of January 
[26th Jan] to think about some questions 
relating to our church life here in 
Broadstone and Lytchett. 
To give you a taster have a think about the 
following:- 

• If there was one thing YOU could 

change about Sunday worship, what 
would it be? 

• What do YOU think should be the 

priority for the church’s finances? 

• What do YOU appreciate most about 

this church? 

• What things are we still doing that no 

longer need to be done? 
Please do not think that this is a test, or that 
anyone has suddenly gained all the right 
answers to change or grow the church. The 
LMMR process is intended to help us all to 
seek God together for the church that we 
love and care for to be able to find the right 
way forward in a challenging world 
environment. 
May God give you a great Christmas 
Rev Mark Meatcher 
Minister of the Christchurch Group of the 
United Reformed Church 
Outside Facilitator for the LMMR process 

News of Richard Turnbull 

Some of you will remember that Richard 
Turnbull - an active member of BURC went to 
college to train to be a URC minister. 

After ordination Richard served at Flyde in 
Lancashire. After this he became minister at 
Boundary Road URC at Beeston in 
Nottingham. This church was lively & served 
the community well.  Sadly this church has 
now closed but the building is used as 
outreach in other ways. The closure of 
Boundary Road also marked the retirement of 
Richard Turnbull. 

When I received my most recent copy of 
news of current work of GEAR (the group for 
Evangelism & Renewal in the URC) I was 
pleased to read that Richard is now taking a 
special position as prayer co-ordinator for 
GEAR. In an introduction of himself Richard 
wrote the following; 

Much of the joy that comes from prayer is 
hidden & beyond proof. However, it is great 
when others’ needs are met in ways that 
can’t be quite explained; when new light 
dawns for someone who didn’t expect 
prayers to Jesus to make any difference, 
and when a special sense of God’s 
presence comes on a group you are 
sharing. Praise be to Jesus & the Holy 
Spirit!’ 

May we be thankful to God that Richard 
received the call while a member of BURC. 
Maybe God is calling someone here to a 
special ministry.  

Pam Sales 



Harvest Supper 
At our Harvest Supper and Harvest Thanksgiving 
offering a total of £445.38 was 
raised for the work of the Amos 
Trust. This will be used to support 
the work of the Wi’am Conflict 
Resolution Centre in Bethlehem; 
one of the projects supported by 
the Amos trust in Palestine.  
Wi'am Conflict Resolution Centre 
is situated next to the 8 metre 
high Separation Wall and by one 
of the main watch towers and 
entrance gates into Bethlehem. 
Wi'am is a Christian project that 
deliberately chose to move to this 
location as a statement against the way in which 
the Separation Wall was destroying the 
community. They specialise in reconciliation work 
and seek to address the trauma 
and tension caused by living 
under Israeli occupation through 
a range of programmes with 
children, young people, women 
and young families. As part of 
this they run highly successful 
holiday programmes in the 
summer and at Christmas as it is 
impossible for people living in 
Bethlehem to leave the West 
Bank to visit the sea or Lake 
Galilee or the green spaces 
inside Israel. 
Bethlehem has very little green space and a 
shortage of play areas. In the summer months 
temperatures  exceed  40  degrees and it  is there- 

 
fore essential to create shaded areas. There is a 

piece of land between 
the Centre and the 
Separation Wall which 
W i ' a m h a s  b e e n 
a d a p t i n g  i n t o  a 
playground for their 
activities and for wider 
community use. They 
have put in swings and 
slides, created a garden 
area and this summer 
erected temporari ly 
canvas style covering 
over part of this so that 

they could use it more effectively for the summer 
programmes.  
They want to build a simple permanent gazebo 

type structure covering 80 
square metres of this land 
to provide the necessary 
shade for it to be used 
during the summer months 
by children and young 
people. 
They are seeking to raise 
£20,000 to cover the costs 
of construction and 
equipment to use in this 
play area. So far they 
have had a pledge of 

£17,000 and our donation will help to secure this 
vital equipment. 

Ian McDonald 

Revd Chris Rowberry & Ian McDonald  
at the recent Harvest Supper 

Flowers at Harvest … and all year round 

It's that time again to give a big 'Thank 

You' to the group who help me distribute 

the church flowers each week, to members 

and friends. This year, the group comprised: 

Patricia Alexander, Caroline Fair, Eileen & 

George Goodbody, Ann Longley, June & Cecil 

Lawrence, Gwyneth Maling, and Sandra 

Taylor, plus Isobel and Amanda who helped 

us out at Harvest.  

As Gwyneth and Pam are now stepping down, 

we are especially looking for new volunteers 

for this very worthwhile job, and one much 

appreciated by the recipients. Let me know 

if would like to join us! Many thanks 
Margaret Tudor 



Church Life in pictures  

Some of our Dorset Bike Ride 2013 cyclists - plus Eileen 
Thurston representing all the stewards - receive their 
certificates.  
The BURC group achieved a total mileage of over 700 miles  
- the distance from Broadstone to Wick in Scotland! - and 
raised almost £1,500 for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Broadstone Beavers and friends with some of 
the 77 gift-wrapped shoeboxes, filled with 
teddy bears, toy cars, balls, games, colouring 
pencils and paper, toiletries, woolly hats and 
gloves, donated during November for 
Operation Christmas Child. 

Some of the 90 people who sat down for a fund-
raising Sunday Roast Lunch in the Church Hall , at 
the end of November. With both ticket sales and 
donations, the event has so far raised £443.10. 

(Below) November saw our first Table Top Sale & Coffee 
Morning, in aid of church fund. The event raised £319.50. 

Our friends at our twin church in 
Frankenthal had a ‘partnership tea’ at 

the end of September and shared 
some of the 25th Anniversary Cake 

with those unable to visit Broadstone 
last August. 



Hallo Broadstone URC! It’s Saz again! So the last 
1-2 weeks has been very busy! 
I would like to tell you about my EVS training. On 
Tuesday, Lydia, Heike and I took the train to 
Apeldoorm which is on the east side of the 
Netherlands near Germany. We met 16 other EVS-
ers which was great! All nationalities Germany to 
Armenia, Israel to Spain, England to Hungry, plus it 
gave me a chance to practice my German! Lydia, 
Heike and I stayed in 1 room with another girl 
called Petra from the Czech Republic, such fun! 
We learnt about other EVS projects around the 
Netherlands and learnt what EVS do etc. We could 
ask questions and require information about our 
projects we were undertaking for the next 10 
months. We had 2 awesome trainers Conchita and 
Moiré who had lots of passion, drive and 
excitement for us!  Over our stay, we had lots 
teambuilding activities, games and workshops on 
Dutch culture, leadership skills, EVS training, 
working within a team environment, how to 
negotiate and cope under pressure, to be prepared 
on stage, basics of psychology and how to read 
body language etc. Fantastic stuff! One of our 
tasks was “Reverse Pick-pocketing”………Yes, you 
read that right! We made little business cards, 
decorated them and put a little message of hope on 
it with a 50 cent coin. We were split into groups of 4 
and went into the city to dispute them secretly. It 
was a challenge and a half! So, without people 
noticing we inserted them in pockets, bags, hoods, 
books, trolleys etc. Our last evening together, we 
went out to an all you can eat Chinese Buffet. 
Lekka!! Lots of food, drink, celebrations, people .... 
Afterwards, we went to a couple of bars to have 
some drinks and to dance to lots of music! EVS 
was AWESOME! 
On the 16th November, the Netherlands was 
celebrating Sinterklass! This celebration was new 

for me, I have never heard of it before. In the 
morning some of “Glint Gang” came and visited us 
for the day. We all watched the party boats and the 
celebrations of Sinterklaas from our living room. 
Sinterklass was on a big Mississippi boat with lots 
of Zwarte Piets! Great views, great music and great 
party astrosphere! Later on, Merit, Lisa, Damian 
and I walked down to Dam’s Square and joined the 
party! Thousands of thousands of people were 
there! There was a big stage, 2 big TV screens, 
lots of families, lots of TV cameras, 2 TV 
presenters………………..you name it…….it was 
there!  
What’s next you might be thinking! This week the 
Mission House has a special intern, Victoria 
Meachin from England! Victoria volunteers for 
CWM (Council for World Mission) in Manchester 
back home. Over the next few days, she is going to 
be experiencing the Mission House life and to 
shadow some of us working at our projects. From 
what she said she having a great time and having 
lots of fun! 
What’s my message to you…………………..just 
“Live life to the Max!” Until next time, enjoy the 
festive holiday season and have a very happy new 
year!  
Saz Holland 

Mission House report November 2013  

Christmas Scramble Answers:  
So JOSEPH went up from the town of 
NAZARETH in GALILEE to JUDEA, to 
BETHLEHEM the town of DAVID because he 
belonged to the house and line of David. He 
went there to REGISTER with MARY... While 
they were there, the time came for the BABY to 
be BORN, and she gave BIRTH to her firstborn, 
a SON. She WRAPPED him in CLOTHS and 
placed him in a MANGER because there was no 
ROOM for them in the INN.  
 There were SHEPHERDS living out in the 
FIELDS nearby, keeping WATCH over their 
FLOCKS at NIGHT. An ANGEL of the LORD 
shone around them, and they were TERRIFIED. 
But the angel said to them, "Do not be AFRAID. I 
bring you good NEWS of GREAT JOY for all 
PEOPLE. Today, in the town of David a 
SAVIOUR has been born to you; he is CHRIST 
the LORD." 

Christian New Year’s Resolutions 
How can I use the New Year 
To better serve my Lord? 
I’ll read my Bible every day, 
And be more in accord. 
I’ll find new ways to serve others; 
I’ll love my neighbor, too. 
I’ll focus on "give" instead of "get" 
In everything I do. 
I’ll forgive the people I’m mad at; 
Angry feelings I’ll discard; 
I’ll try to love my enemies, 
Even though it’s hard. 
In the new year, I’ll lift people up, 
Instead of putting them down. 
I’ll fill my heart with love and joy, 
And never wear a frown. 
I’ll let go of my worries; 
I’ll put it all in His hands; 
I’ll repent and try to sin less, 
And obey all His commands. 
These new year’s resolutions 
Are difficult, at best, 
But there’s something I can do each day 
That will put my soul at rest: 
I’ll love my Lord with all my heart, 
With all my mind and soul, 
And if I do that essential thing, 
All the rest will be in control. 
Joanna Fuchs 
Submitted by Saz Holland 



Christmas puzzles... for young and old 

Christmas Scramble  
The Christmas story is all scrambled up. Can 
you unscramble the words?  
Directions: Here is the story of Jesus’ birth, but 
some of the words [in CAPITALS] are mixed up. 
Unscramble these words to read the real Christmas 
story. [Answers on page 6] 

So OEHJPS went up from the town of 

HZTNREAA in IEAELLG to DAJEU, to 

HMEBEHETL the town of VADDI because he 

belonged to the house and line of David.  He 

went there to TRIGRESE with RYAM……While 

they were there, the time came for the ABBY to 

be BRON, and she gave ITHBR to her firstborn, 

a ONS. She PREWPAD him in SCHLOT and 

placed him in a GRAMNE because there was no 

MOOR for them in the NIN. 

There were EESSHHDPR living out in the 

DSFELI nearby, keeping CHAWT over their 

SLFKOC at GTINH. An GLAEN of the DLRO 

shone around them, and they were DREFTERII. 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be FARADI. 

I bring you good SNWE of great YOJ for all 

LEEPPO. Today, in the town of David a 

VOURSIA has been born to you; he is TRIHSC 

the RDLO.” 



The Night Before Christmas 

Empty manger, perfect stranger about to be born 
Into darkness, sadness, desperate madness, 
creation so torn 
We were so lost on earth, no peace, no worth 
No way to escape 
 

In fear, no faith, no hope, no grace, and no light 
But that was the night before Christmas 
Warm hay, cold sweat, a mother, not yet 
Praying godspeed the dawn 
 

She looks to her man, holding her hand, they 
wonder how long 
And the shepherds, wise men come to find them, 
and bow to a king 
One star above shining on love 
So bright it lit up the night before Christmas. 
 

And the world didn't know mercy was meek and so 
mild 
And the world didn't know that truth was as pure 
as a child 
The night before Christmas 
The night before Christmas 
 

And the world didn't know redemption was sweet 
and so strong 
And the world didn't know salvation was writing a 
song 
The night before Christmas 
The night before Christmas 
The night before Christmas 
 

Empty manger, perfect stranger about to be born 
Brandon Heath 
Submitted by Saz Holland 

Items for the February/March 2014 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 26th January 2014 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    (Communion celebrated  
    1

st
 Sunday in the month) 

           6.30 pm  Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays   
    Communion 2

nd
 Sunday in the month 

     

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.30 am Bible Study (1st & 3rd  Wednesday) 
    2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 

   6.30pm - 7.30pm Open Church (2nd & 4th in month) 
   8.00 pm Music Group 
 

Friday  9.45 am – 10.15 am  Prayer Group 
Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 
 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

A Christmas Gift for the Church  
Through a series of events from open 
gardens to concerts and lunches, the church 
has raised over £1,900 this year and is well 
on its way to achieving its 2013 fundraising 
target of £2,650.  Apart from raising much-
needed funds, the events have provided 
excellent occasions for fellowship and 
outreach to our community.  We would like to 
thank all those who have contributed and 
supported the events.  

If you have been unable to support the events 
so far or feel that you would like to give 
further support to our fund raising and our 
projects for 2014, including the upgrade of 
our audio-visual system, there will be the 
opportunity during December to contribute a 
Christmas Gift to the church.  

Envelopes will be available throughout 

December in the pews and marked  Church 
Christmas gift.  Please put the envelopes in 
the offertory as normal.  Thank you! 

Last but not least, a huge Thank You to our 
2013 Fundraising team: Paul, Isobel, 
Amanda, Margaret & Saz, and to Joan, Chris, 
Roy, Jim & Janet for their support.  We now 
need a new team for 2014! 

All you need is enthusiasm, ideas and a little 

time to offer.  Could you help to ensure our 
fantastic Sunday lunches, open gardens, 
sales & other events continue next year? 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:   Revd. Caroline Vodden 
Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin 
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                   Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                  Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 


