
Dear FriendsDear FriendsDear FriendsDear Friends    
 

T he twitter of a robin, the dewy outline of spiders’ webs against the red cotoneaster 
berries and yellow gorse, the haunting boom of a 
foghorn rising from the mist in the harbour, the ripe 
taste of the last blackberries and the scratchy call 
of a Dartford warbler - just a few of the ‘ordinary 
things’ which greeted the beginning of my new 
week. 
 

T he season of autumn reminds us of the need 
for the earth to rest after its labour of 

fruitfulness, to restore the soil, to gather its energy, 
to prepare quietly for new creativity.  So we too 
need rest, to restore our ‘soul’, to gather our 
energy, to prepare quietly for our new creativity.   
 

G od knows we need rest after our labours, hence the command to ‘keep the Sabbath’.  
“God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 
because on it he rested from all the work of 
creating that he had done.” (Genesis 2.3) 
 

F or a minister, who needs must work on a 
Sunday, ‘Sabbath rest’ must be found on 

another day of the week.  But making time for our 
physical and spiritual refreshment is an essential 
part of God’s care and provision. 
 

A  good source of rest and refreshment for many 
people is sitting down with a good book.  This 

year I was introduced to the historical novelist 
Philippa Gregory.  After reading ‘The Other Boleyn 
Girl’, I have now moved on to ‘The Virgin’s Lover’, a 
fictional portrayal of the relationship between 
Queen Elizabeth I and Sir Robert Dudley.   
 

T he book offers an interesting perspective on the changes wrought in the church as it moved 
from the Catholicism of Queen Mary’s reign to a 
new Protestant era under Elizabeth.  In a passing 
conversation between  the  two protagonists, it also  
offers  a powerful  comment  on  the  importance  of  

 

 
making time amidst the many ‘ordinary’ pressures 
of life for those things which are truly precious: 

“The base drives out the good?” the queen 
repeated.  Robert Dudley turned to her.... 
“The lesser joys, the more ignoble pleasures, 
are those that take a man or a woman’s time, 
make demands.  The finer things, true love or 
a spiritual life between a man and his God, 
these are the things that are driven out by the 
day to day.  Don’t you think that is true?”... “It 
is so,” she said.  “It is always harder to make 
time for the truly precious experiences, there 
is always the ordinary to do.” 

 

H ow often are we so preoccupied by the 
‘ordinary’ things we have to do that we fail to 

make time for the truly precious?  How much time 
do we make for the most precious thing of all, our 
relationship with God and our spiritual life, through 
worship, prayer, Bible Study and quiet reflection?   
 

M ay God grant us the wisdom to make good 
choices in our lives and to enjoy our Sabbath 

rest.  So may he restore our souls and equip us for 
the many ordinary things we are called to do in His 
name. 

  With love in Christ,With love in Christ,With love in Christ,With love in Christ, 

CarolineCarolineCarolineCaroline        
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

Pop-In Express     12 Oct. 

BURC Hall           4.30pm 

Church Meeting after Morning Worship 20 Oct  

Autumn Coffee Morning    9 Nov. 

& Table Top Sale BURC Hall  10.30am 

Fireworks & Bonfire Party   9 Nov. 

BURC Garden & Hall    6.00 pm 

Remembrance Day Service  10 Nov. 

      10.30am 

‘Shoe Box Appeal’ Collection  17 Nov. 

Fund-raising ‘Sunday Roast’  24 Nov. 

BURC Hall     12.15pm 

Advent Pop-In    30 Nov. 

BURC Hall     10.30am 



 

 

 

Those who have been in hospital or about to go 
into hospital, or are presently unwell whom we 
remember in our prayers include (in alphabetical 
order):  

Joan Banfield, Rob Garnett, Denis Gladwin, 
David Hoyle, Shirley Hohne’s mother, Mary 
Joyce’s husband Dennis, and Ann Scriven 

We also pray for David Frith, Catherine & family 
and for Janet Shortland, Jenny, Neil and Mark 
on the anniversaries of the deaths of Brenda Frith 
and Janet's mother, respectively. 

We offer condolences to Angela Bolton & family 
on the death of her father in September. 

Congratulations  
to Shelley and Paul Lousteau on the recent 
baptism of their daughter, Katie Anna (see photo 
opp). 

to Jenny Shortland on her recent marriage to 
David Loverock. 

to Cathy Fair on her success in GCSE’s during 
the Summer. 

to Alice Vodden and Victoria Meachin on their 
degree graduations in the Summer. 

FAMILY NEWS Greetings from the Mission House 
Dear friends at Broadstone. Greetings from 
the Mission House.  

Firstly, I would like to say a big thank you to 
all for your thoughts and prayers for us. They 
are very much appreciated and your prayers 
are being answered. We are settling in now 
nicely and having fun touring the city visiting 
different projects and getting to know our 
surroundings. 

As some of you know, God is calling me to 
undertake community and social work for 
preparation of Christian ministry in the future 
in the Netherlands. I will keep you updated 
regularly with my “Holland Diary” with news / 
photos from the Mission House while I’m out 
here. What is the Mission House all about 
then? The Mission House is a big project with 
lots of little projects within the city of 
Amsterdam. The Mission House is made 
possible by our partnerships from CWM 
(Council World Mission), EVS (European 
Voluntary Service), Protestantse Diaconie 
Amsterdam, Lutherse Diaconie Amsterdam, 
and PKA (The Protestant Church in 
Amsterdam).  

The Mission House supports 25 projects, 
from homeless shelters to kindergartens, 
cafes to pastoral care, prostitution to asylum 
seekers, palliative care to youth clubs, 
disabled people to drug addicts / alcoholics. 
All of society! Since the beginning of 
September, we have visited different projects 
and still have lots left to visit before we make 
our final choices for the upcoming year.  ‘Who 
are we?’ You might be thinking! There’s 
Jurate from Lithuania, Daniel from Hungary, 
Lydia from Austria, Merit from Germany, 
Hannah from England, Laure from Belgium 
and, of course, our House Leader Neelke 
from the Netherlands (see photo opp) 

We come from all around Europe with 
different backgrounds and different cultures 
to live together for 10 months with the same 
faith in Christ Jesus who brings us together in 
unity. Our mission is to reach out to society to 
show God’s love to all people and to be 
ambassadors of Christ.  

Matthew 9:35-36. “Jesus went about all the 
cities and the villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease and 
every sickness among the people. But when 
he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and scattered, like sheep without a 
shepherd” Jesus came to find lost sheep, 
harassed by  wicked  leaders  and helpless to  

Continued on back page 

‘Sunday Roast’  
Sunday 24

th
 November 2013 

12.15pm 
Church Hall 

Traditional Sunday roast meal  
In aid of Church Funds 

 

Tickets: £5 (adults); £4 (young people) 
 

Available from:  
Isobel Evans, Paul Dyer, Amanda King-

Underwood or Margaret Tudor 

WANTED 
Cakes for sale at our 

Autumn Coffee MorningAutumn Coffee MorningAutumn Coffee MorningAutumn Coffee Morning    
&&&&    

Table Top SaleTable Top SaleTable Top SaleTable Top Sale    
Saturday 9th November 

Or perhaps you know someone who’d like to 
rent a table for £5? 

If you can donate a cake or want more 
details, please see Amanda, Margaret, Isobel 

or Paul. 

In aid of Church Funds 



More on the 25th Twinning Anniversary 
At the special 25th Twinning Anniversary Lunch 
(on Sunday 4th August), we  welcomed Geoff 
Duncan, past BURC Church Secretary, plus 
Dekan Dr Werner Schwartz, who had - with wife 
Gabi - joined us for most of the Anniversary Visit. 

Sadly, past ministers at Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche, 
Pfarrer Martin Henninger and Pfarrer Christoph 
Knack sent their apologies. Martin Henninger 
sent his best wishes as follows:  
Dear Friends from Broadstone URC and the Zwolf-

Apostel-Kirche, 

As chairman of the Friends of the United Reformed 

Church in the Pfalz and as former minister of the 

Zwolf-Apostel-Kirche who has many happy memories 

of the partnership I am sending you my best wishes 

and congratulations as you are celebrating the 25th 

anniversary of your partnership. 

I remember the first meeting I got involved at Easter 

1995 with the children playing in our manse garden 

and the visit to Katharinenkirche in Oppenheim. 

 

 

There were the days together at the Park Place 

Pastoral Centre in 2003 when on our way home the 

Hanagarth family and myself met a real angel guiding 

us through the night to the next petrol station. In 

2006 the Frankenthal group travelled by train which 

in itself was an experience topped only by the 

famous farewell song at the station ,,Nehmt 

Abschied Bruder". And at the 20th anniversary in 

2008, again in Frankenthal, during a very moving 

worship Christoph Knack took over. Over the years 

the fellowship deepened, friendships grew and as 

congregations you learnt from one another as you 

shared your joys and concerns. 

I would have loved to celebrate this anniversary with 

you, but sadly due to my sabbatical and from 

personal reasons it is not possible. 

So I wish you God's rich blessing as you are 

celebrating together and pray that the friendship 

between Broadstone URC and the Zwölf-Apostel-

Kirche will continue to flourish. 

Martin [Henninger] 

 

The ‘Organ Corner’ before ... 
 
                                          
                                             and after 

the Mission House team: (L to R) Jurate, Lydia, 
Daniel, Neelke, Laure, Merit, Hannah and Saz  

Enjoying the summer sunshine at Gill & 
Ian McDonald’s recent Open Garden 

(L to R)  Amy, Paul, Katie & Shelley 
Lousteau, and Caroline 



Fun at Harvest Pop-In 



Because I know that we have recently been 
pleased to welcome some new people into our 
congregation, and also that perhaps some of you 
here this morning may be visitors, I would like to 
give a brief description of the work of the Alpha 
India Foundation.  It is a non profit making 
organisation bringing relief to severely 
marginalised people in Southern India, 
established in 1999 by Pearl and Roger Higgins, 
who live in Corfe Mullen, so you will understand 
why this charity is so dear to us here in 
Broadstone URC.. Abandoned children are 
rescued from the streets and currently more than 
twenty children are being raised in two purpose 
built family homes on a small farm, looked after 
by a devoted Christian Indian couple, Nimi and 
Suresh Kumar.  Caleb, one of the Indian trustees 
has also set up a home for homeless gypsy 
children who are  helped in small ways.   An 
important project undertaken in the last few 
years has been to provide physically challenged 
people of various ages with specially adapted 
tricycles, thereby giving them precious 
independence. They are usually recommended 
by village pastors as being in need of such help.   
Our own young people adopted this project as 
their own charity last year and we were all so 
proud of them when they raised enough money 
to pay for twelve tricycles.  Pictures of those who 
received them can be seen on the Youth Group 
notice board in our church hall, so if you haven’t 
already seen the pictures, do please make a 
point of looking at them when you  can. 

Here in the UK we tend to concentrate on some 
of the tedious rules and regulations which have 
been imposed on us: CRB checks for all of us 
who work with children,  Health and Safely at 
Work, Food Hygiene, etc.  When Pearl and 
Roger meet with their Indian trustees during their 
regular visits to India, they too are frustrated 
when reminded about all the rules and 
regulations which the Indian Government has 
imposed over the past few years.  It is now 
necessary for boys and girls in the family homes 
to be accommodated separately, so the girls are 
housed in Sunshine Corner and the boys at 
Rainbows End  but needless to say, they do all 
play outside together!  In addition to this the 
government now requests separate living 
quarters for the house parents, Nimi and Suresh 
and their two daughters, plus the fact that no 
visitors are allowed although there is adequate 
accommodation for them, all very frustrating.  
The latest rule is that all the children have to be 
registered on a databank making extra 
administrative work.  However, given some of the 
scandals revealed in our own children’s homes in 
the last few months, it cannot be argued that this 

is a bad thing.  Another new rule is that children 
under five cannot be taken in, which sadly meant 
that two brothers aged four and six needed to be 
sent to another institution rather than be 
separated when their mother died but it is hoped 
that when the younger boy reaches five they can 
both be included with the family. 

Two older boys from the home, Danny and 
Yuvaraj, are now both doing well on their further 
education courses, Danny at the Mechanical 
Engineering College and Yuvaraj at the Madras 
Christian College, studying for a B.Sc. in 
Statistics.  Both these boys can continue their 
education thanks to the  good response for 
financial help to set up the college fund helping 
older children mature into adults. Yuvaraj is 
twenty now, so no longer counts as a child and 
has to be classed as a “helper” and paid a small 
amount to conform with yet another government 
regulation! 

There’s good news for girls too.  Two new girls 
were admitted to the home in May this year, 
Hannah Caroline aged six, whose father is very 
ill and cannot work and whose mother makes a 
small income working as a tailor.  Her two 
brothers live in another hostel.  Mahi is five and 
has a little sister.  Their father deserted them and 
their mother works as a labourer on a building 
site.   The children are always nervous when 
they first arrive and look sad in their admission 
photos but they are settling in well to both the 
home and school. 

There was a small shelter in the garden of the 
home with a thatched roof which was not only 
disintegrating but also didn’t meet the fire 
regulations.  This has now been replaced and 
Suresh fitted a gate at the entrance to stop the 
children’s pets, ducks, geese and chickens from 
going in because they not only made a mess but 
also made a lot of noise if a meeting was being 
held! 

There is, of course, an ongoing need for funds to 
continue to maintain and improve the existing 
buildings and also new building in accordance 
with the recent government regulation, so they 
are currently running at around £400 per month 
short of running costs.  The deficit is being made 
up of one-off gifts and fundraising events by 
various groups. 

The Trustees would like us to share this news 
with our church friends, our families and other 
friends so that they can continue their valuable 
work with some of the world’s poorest children.  
Let us hope and pray that we are also able to 
continue helping  them to do just that. 
Eileen Thurston 

Minute For Mission - The Alpha India Foundation  



Items for the December 2013 / January 2014 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor  

by Sunday 24th November 2013 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:   Revd. Caroline Vodden 
Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin 
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                   Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                  Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    (Communion celebrated  
    1

st
 Sunday in the month) 

           6.30 pm  Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays   
    Communion 2

nd
 Sunday in the month 

     

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.30 am Bible Study (1st & 3rd  Wednesday) 
    2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm Men’s Forum       (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 

   6.30pm - 7.30pm Open Church (2nd & 4th in month) 
   8.00 pm Music Group 
 

Friday  9.45 am – 10.15 am  Prayer Group 
Saturday     4.30 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Grandparents answering machine 

Hello.  We're not able to answer the phone now, 
so please choose from the following options.   

• If you are one of our children, dial 1 and 

select 'birth arrival' option 1 to 5 so we know 
who you are. 

• For child-minding services, press 2. 

• To borrow the car, press 3. 

• For laundry and ironing at short notice, press 

4 

• For grand children's overnight accommodation,  

press 5. 

• For school taxi service, press 6 

• For emergency catering, press 7 

• To book a mealtime at our house, press 8 

• For emergency finance, press 9 

• If you are inviting us to dinner or taking us to 

the theatre, start talking. 
WE’VE  BEEN LISTENING THE WHOLE TIME !!! 
Submitted by Sheila McMahon 

Greetings from the Mission House 
Continued from page 2 

save themselves. He was called to become the 
Good Shepherd, who would save them by laying 
down his life for his sheep. He calls us to join him 
in this mission, and we begin by seeing people 
through  his  eyes.  Remember  Jesus’  promise:  

 
“Surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” He doesn’t need our help, but he loves 
to have us join him. In fact, it’s one of the very 
best ways to grow closer to Him. May God bless 
you all!  
Saz Holland 

On an Autumn Day 
God of all the colors of the rainbow, 
thank you for this amazing autumn day 
when the leaves are bright with hues 
that will soon fade as winter comes near. 
You made these leaves for us to enjoy, 
to give us shade in summer 
and now to see in a whole new way 
as they begin to fall and die. 
Their dying now will make room 
for new life next spring, 
just as when we die to the selfishness inside 
we make more room for your new life in us. 
You made each one of us 
as different as each of these leaves, 
each very special to you. 
Help us to see your love in many ways all around 
us 
and to enjoy this colorful time of year. 
Amen 
"Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit." John 12:24 
Submitted by Saz Holland 


