
Dear FriendsDear FriendsDear FriendsDear Friends    

I n the past week I have enjoyed my first mouthfuls of ripe, juicy blackberries during my early morning 
walks on Upton Heath.  I have also been struck by 
the profusion of vibrant red and orange berries on 
the rowan (mountain ash) trees.  Both these things 
are signs that summer will soon be turning to 
autumn and a reminder that we shall soon be 
giving thanks to God for the harvest.  This year we 
may give thanks that we have enjoyed a warm 
summer with just enough rain to keep our gardens 
(or patios/balconies) green, to enable our fruit and 
vegetables to grow plump and juicy, and to keep 
the hosepipe bans at bay.  

L ast year we were bemoaning the seemingly endless cold and rain, whereas this year we 
have been at pains to try not to complain about the 
heat.  But whatever sort of weather we have, the 
year completes its cycle.  As God said to Noah 
after the Great Flood: 

“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night will never cease.” 
(Genesis 8.22, NIV) 

O ne year completes its cycle and we move into another year with new possibilities.  If our crop 
has produced a poor yield this year, we have hope 
that it may do better next year.  This year Paul and 
I had not a single plum on our tree, but we had a 
bumper crop of blackcurrants and the tiny fig tree 
we planted after we arrived has a good number of 
fruit ripening against the warm south-facing wall of 
our garage.  Next year we hope to pick our first 
apples from the new tree we planted to replace the 
one which was damaged last year.   

P raise the Lord who gives life to the seed, who sends the sun and the rain, and who blesses 
the land with its harvest! If only we could produce 
such a good harvest of spiritual fruit year on year.  
The prophet Isaiah pours out God’s pleading to 
Israel: 

 

“Plough new ground for yourselves, plant 
righteousness, and reap the blessings that your 
devotion to me will produce.  It is time for you to 
turn to me, your Lord, and I will come and pour out 
blessings upon you.” 

(Hosea 10.12, GNB) 

W hat more do we need to do to plant and nurture spiritual seeds in our lives, our 
church, our community?  What has not done so 
well this year that might need pruning and fertilizing 
to encourage a better outcome next year?  Is there 
anything in our church life that needs rooting out 
and replanting? What new opportunities might we 
need to make for prayer, Bible Study, fellowship 
and service?   

I n his letter to the church in Corinth, St Paul wrote: 
“One sows and another waters, but it is God 
who makes the plant grow, and God will 
reward each one according to the work each 
has done.” 
(1 Corinthians 3.6-8, GNB, abridged) 

S o if you are a ‘seed planter’, scatter the seeds of your ideas and let’s see what grows; if you 
are a waterer, use your gifts and skills to help them 
flourish.  And let us all pray that God, the Lord of 
the harvest, will bring to fruition the good seeds of 
his Kingdom among us and that we may enjoy a 
bumper spiritual harvest in the year ahead!  

 God bless you all, God bless you all, God bless you all, God bless you all,     

                CarolineCarolineCarolineCaroline  
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

Pop-In Express     15 Sept 

BURC Hall           4.30pm  

Dorset Historic Churches Trust  21 Sept 

‘Ride and Stride’  

Harvest Pop-In    28 Sept 

BURC Hall     10.30am 

Harvest Supper    28 Sept 

BURC Hall     6.00pm 

Harvest Festival Service   29 Sept 

      10.30am 

Harvest Praise    6.30pm 

Bonfire Party     9 Nov 



 

 

 

Those who have been in hospital or about to go 
into hospital, or are presently unwell whom we 
remember in our prayers include (in alphabetical 
order):  

Joan Banfield, Rob Garnett, Denis Gladwin, 
David Hoyle, Gwyneth Maling. Pam Sales and 
Joan Snashall. 

 

Congratulations  

to Kathryn & David Emerson on their marriage 
on 17th August. [photo on opp page]. We wish 
them every happiness for the future. 

to Val & Mick Rowberry, on the arrival of a great 
granddaughter, Sophia Grace, born 22nd June to 
grandson, Mark, and Courtney. Baby was 7 weeks 
early so only weighed 3 lbs 4 ozs. 

to Karen McDonald who has been selected to 
receive a Dangoor Scholarship, awarded to 
support talented students studying science, 
technology, engineering or mathematics subjects 
at leading universities in the UK.   

to Paul McDonald who has been awarded a John 
Thornton Young Achievers Award by Dorset Music  

 

 

 

Service in recognition of his commitment and 
achievement in music during the past academic 
year.  Paul has also done really well in his GCSEs 
and will continue onto A levels with maths, further 
maths, physics and computing. 

to Catherine Pritchard, Michael Bussell, 
Dominic Casey and Michael Hohne, all of whom 
met or exceeded their required grades at A level 
and, except for Dominic who is having a gap year, 
will all be going on to university in October. 

to Joel Roberts [photo on opp page], volleyballing 
grandson of Earle & Margaret, who has been 
chosen as one of only 128 youngsters from across 
the country to be part of the Lloyds TSB Local 
Heroes initiative, supporting emerging sports stars. 

Joel is hoping to follow dad Anthony who played 
volleyball for England. 

Well done to all our young people in their 
achievements. 

We welcome Saz Holland, and John & Liz Evans 
into membership of our congregation. 

Best wishes also to Saz as she leaves at the 
beginning of September for Amsterdam. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Harvest Supper  
Saturday 28th September at 6pm 
 

The speaker at our Harvest Supper this year will 
be from the Amos Trust; promoting human rights 
and nurturing local responses to situations of 
injustice.  
Established around the work of Garth Hewitt in 
1985, Amos 
T r u s t 
p r o m o t e s 
justice and 
hope for 
f o r g o t t e n 
communities. 
Amos works 
w i t h  a 
network of 
c ommun i t y 
projects from 
around the world to raise awareness of, and 
provide support to responses that address the 
route causes of injustice and poverty. As we have 
made links with partners across the developing 
world, we have learnt from them, been inspired by 
them and have tried to respond practically by 
providing the support they need. 
Amos Trust partners are at the heart of a global 
network of highly innovative community projects. 
These projects include work with street children in  

South Africa; promotion of human rights and 
sustainable communities for Dalits in rural India; 
community development and education provision 
in Nicaragua and working toward peace and 
reconciliation in Palestine and Israel. 
Amos Trust works creatively to help raise vital 
funds for and awareness of their partners and the 
issues they face. In the last 6 months alone they 
have run a house rebuilding project in Palestine, 
taken a group of marathon runners to run the first 
ever Bethlehem Marathon, run a surf tour around 
the UK for former street children from South 
Africa and helped organise a music and arts 
festival in Bethlehem. They are currently 

prepar ing 
for the 
s e c o n d 
ever Street 
C h i l d 
World Cup, 
t a k i n g 
place in 
Rio next 
March and 
planning a 
number of 
ove r seas 

trips to Nicaragua, India and Palestine for 
supporters. 
Ian McDonald 



Kathryn & Dave get married... 

Joel Roberts  

Pew-tiful!! New pew cushions arrive... 

Pat Johnson looks to fit in the last cushion 

Enjoying the summer sunshine at  
Pam & John Mogg’s recent Open Garden 



Dear Friends, 

For 25 years Broadstone United Reformed Church 
and the Zwölf Apostel Kirche in Frankenthal have 
been twinned in partnership. We have taken part in 
the life of our two congregations, we have shared 
the joys and the problems and have become 
friends. 

So we are very happy that we can now celebrate 
our twinning anniversary and I bring greetings and 
congratulations from the ministers, elders and 
congregation of the ZAK.  

Last October in Finsterbergen in Thuringia, 
together we prepared a joint songbook and I think, 
that we must give a 
special thank you to 
Martin Casey and Jens 
Götz for having done the 
book so well. Jens, you 
will have to wait, but for 
you, Martin, we have got 
another songbook, it is 
our hymnbook from the 
protestant church of the 
Palatinate. And for you, 
Caroline, we have a copy 
also. 

For you all, we thought it might be good to share 
our memories. It looks small, but it is filled with 
partnership, friendship, fellowship and love.  

Now we are looking forward to 
seeing you all next year in 
Frankenthal. 

I will close with the same words, that 
I used at Caroline’s induction: 

Whateve r  ou r  backg round , 
upbringing, tradition of worship, 
whatever the interval between visits, 
when we meet in God’s love, we are 
brothers and sisters in the family of 
God’s people. 

May God bless you all and may God bless our 
partnership. 
Traudl Frefat 

Alles Gute zum Jubiläum! Yes, we celebrated 
the 25th year of our twinning with Frankenthal 
Zwölf Apostel Kirche. Same age as me! 
 On Wednesday, our friends from Frankenthal 
arrived at Broadstone URC to start our special 
week together. We had fellowship over lots of 
delicious cake and looked over lots of photos of 
our past visits together.  
The next day, we had the opportunity to take our 
guests out and about for sightseeing. Later that 
day, there was a big music group session together 
for preparation for Sunday morning. Afterwards, 
some of us drove to Poole to watch the fireworks 
from the Quay / Baiter. Amazing fireworks!  
Friday morning, we visited the RNLI College and 
had a tour around the facilities. Very interesting! 
After lunch, some of us went on the Poole Town 
Faith Trail to visit some of the places of worship 
and finding out the history of each place. Later in 
the evening, we had lots of fun dancing to Ceilidh 
music with a live band and had a buffet.  
Saturday, we had an early start to spend a day in 
Salisbury. During the day, we walked around the 
Close and had tours around Salisbury Cathedral,  
in English or German. Afterwards, we had an 
opportunity to sightsee and in the evening at 
church we had Fish and Chips for dinner.  
Sunday morning, we had a special service 
together and the Frankenthal scouts were with us. 
Afterwards we had fellowship over a Ploughman’s 
Lunch with yummy cake. Sunday evening, some of 
us had a delicious BBQ at Chris and Isobel’s. 
Monday morning we all said our good byes to our 
friends.  
A big thank you to Jim and Margaret for their hard 
work and dedication over the last 25 years! 
Saz Holland 

Traudl Frefat, left, presents greetings 
at 25th Twinning Anniversary Service 

Dr Werner Schwartz 
(extreme right) cuts 

the cake, to 
celebrate 25 years 

of Twinning 
between our two 

churches 

Our 
Anniversary 
cake (left) 
decorated by 
Penelope 
Holman  



All 24 ZAK guests 
with their hosts, 
pictured after the 
Anniversary 
Service 

(below) Some ZAK guests and BURC folk  
on the Poole Town Faith Trail 

Look Out! Fun at the Friday night ceilidh 

(below) A packed Church Hall for  
the Sunday Ploughman’s Lunch 



Here, with our Minister Caroline, are some scouts 
from Frankenthal, together with their leader Malka 
Draper, who joined us for the Anniversary Service 
and for the Ploughman’s Lunch afterwards. 

Saz’s testimony  
Why do I live in Broadstone? Thanks to my 
grandfather Tony, he was called to be a minister 
here. He baptised me and my brother when we 
were younger. I enjoyed going to church making 
friends, having fun and learning about the 
Christian faith. I particularly enjoyed the stories 
from the Old Testament, Noah’s Ark, Joseph and 
his brothers and my very favourite, the story of 
Moses.  

In 2007, I came to faith in God and started to take 
my faith seriously thanks to our minister Caroline 
and Ruth the Wessex CYDO. The Wessex Synod 
introduced a Youth Exec for young people who felt 
called to be more involved in planning, organizing 
and leading youth events. I was accepted on the 
youth exec and have been on it ever since. During 
this time, my faith started to grow; I was 
questioning God and wanted to know more about 
him.  

Life was going well and everything was good. 
Sadly, over two years ago my life turned upside 
down for no apparent reason. I was struggling with 
life and feeling very depressed. My faith was in 
tatters. I couldn’t accept or understand why a 
loving God allowed suffering and thinking that 
religion is a placebo. I wanted to abandon my faith 
and the church. I was angry with God and I didn’t 
care anymore about life.  

But friends, family, strangers and the church came 
to my need, to minister, to love, care and support 
me in this time of hardship. I am so thankful and 
grateful for the overwhelming support and words of 
encouragement I received. I have been so touched 
and moved. Thank you so much for all your 
thoughts and prayers for me over the years and 
particularly  the  last  three, as indeed I continue to  

 

pray  for  you  all.  Also a  big  sincere thank you to 
Caroline who has given me such caring and 
thoughtful help and really been there for me. 

In return, God has given new opportunities for me 
to be more involved in the community to show, 
compassion, Christian love and support for others 
who are in need. During the last 10 months or so I 
have been encountering Jesus more.  

In the story of Moses, Moses had a tough life, his 
birth mom gave him away and put him in a basket 
and let him adrift in the river Nile. Next thing, he 
was adapted by the Pharaoh’s daughter. When 
Moses was a man, he found out he was a Hebrew 
and struggled seeing the Egyptian soldiers beating 
his own people. Eventually, Moses killed one of 
the Egyptian soldiers, buried him in the sand and 
fled to Midian. Sadly, the hardship continues, he 
experienced the ten plagues, people’s arguments, 
death of love ones and people’s disbelief. 
Throughout the story of Moses, God was there 
and always kept by him to protect and support him 
in his life. Moses put his trust and faith in God and 
became a great leader.  

From this and from life experiences God is calling 
me to go into Christian service of some kind to 
learn to follow Jesus and start a relationship with 
him. He is guiding me though the work of Club 
Chaplains, Wessex Chaplaincy, FURY, Youth 
Exec, TLS Lite and later on this September the 
Mission House in the Netherlands in preparation 
for the future. As members of God’s family, we 
belong together and are called to care for one 
another in mutual love, I feel this strongly at 
Broadstone. Broadstone is my family.  

God bless you all. 

Saz Holland 

Now that our Frankenthal guests have 
returned - and safely - may we thank you all 
for your much appreciated support during their 
visit especially to those who were hosts 
because, without their generosity and kindness 
in this way, no meaningful Twinning 
celebration could have taken place. 

Thanks also for all the help given in respect of 
collecting and returning guests to 
Southampton Airport, in organising the various 
events, in providing food, or in just joining in, to 
help make this latest visit such a success. 

As we step down from our 'Mr & Mrs 
Frankenthal' roles, we hope to be able to give 
our successor(s) equal support in the future.  

And, lastly, many thanks for the 'Blessings' 
rose plant & card presented to us. 

Margaret & Jim Tudor 



Wessex FURY camp 
It’s hot, hot, hot at Wessex FURY camp this year 
at Beaulieu! Friday night, we had dinner, a big 
worship session on the theme of discipleship and 
God’s calling and the theme continued 
throughout the weekend. We had time to meet 
the guest speakers, sang songs around the 
campfire and a late night film to “chill-lax” with 
friends. 
On Saturday morning, we had activities. I chose 
“Music Jam”, playing music with our musical 
talents, I played my guitar. We played lots of 
songs, eg Streets of London, House of the Rising 
Sun, Yesterday, Bridge over trouble water, Old 
Rugged Cross etc., to name a few!  We practiced 
two worship songs “We want to see Jesus lifted 
up high” and “O Happy day” by Tim Hughes for 
the final worship session. After break, we chose 
our review sessions. There were 4 themes, 
ranging from easy (1 star) to very hard (4 stars). I 
chose the 3-star theme which was led by Josh 
Norris, who is in training for ordained ministry. In 
our first session, we studied “The rich and the 
Kingdom of God” in the Synoptic Gospels. We 
looked for how many characters that were in the 
story and the purpose of which they had. We 
found 20! Also we looked at the commandments 
which Jesus spoke and learned about Jesus’ 
disciples. After lunch, we had more activities, I 
chose the climbing wall..........can you guest how 
high?........60 foot! Later in the afternoon, we had 
our second review session, we studied two 
stories, the story of the “Rich man and the eye of 
the needle” and also the story of “Jesus raises a 
dead girl and heals a sick woman”. Plus learning 
about having faith, our calling in life and the 
meaning of becoming a disciple in various 
activities eg drawing, graffiti, painting, play 

dough, lego etc. Our faith can be tested in life 
and over time it will make us a stronger person. 
We can take the same faith of the sick woman 
who was bleeding for 12 years who was 
miraculously healed by touching Jesus’ cloak 
and having great faith.  Furthermore, that our 
calling is not necessary all about the future, it’s 
about now. Tomorrow can take care of itself and 
let God use you today for what he wants, that’s 
your calling. The session was very thought 
provoking and powerful! 
Later in the evening, we had a film premiere 
party. Lots of black suits and sparkling dresses! 
Also, we could dress as a film character from a 
movie; I chose to dress as an army officer from 
Ben Stiller’s film “Tropic Thunder”. The party was 
great fun and had lots of laughs!  
Sunday morning, we had even more activities; I 
chose the “leap of faith”………which involves 
jumping off a 40 foot pole to a dangling trapeze! 
Later we had our final Review session, this time 
it was a question time session. We had lots of 
random questions which varied in difficulty 
like………. How to determine God’s calling? 
What’s the meaning of the name Simon? What is 
“all good”? Is Jesus mad / insane for saying he 
was God? How can we cope in a situation which 
we have no control over? Intriguing! After lunch 
we had out final worship which was lead by our 
guest speakers. It was powerful! 
Over the weekend, I learnt a lot about my faith 
and God’s calling for me in life: having a burning 
desire to preach God’s word to people and to 
minister in the community became clearer. God 
felt very real and he was at hand over camp. 
Seeing him at work was awesome and 
astounding! It was “THE BEST” camp ever!  
Saz Holland 

Notes from July 2013 Church Meeting 
The following matters were discussed at the 
Church Meeting held on Tuesday 23 July attended 
by 10 Elders and 11 members. 

• The Church meeting unanimously agreed that 

John and Liz Evans be received into 
membership by transfer from Bunyan Meeting, 
Bedford. 

• BURC has been released from its trusteeship 

responsibilities of the Waterloo Centre. It was 
agreed we would continue to support the 
Centre whenever possible and a service/event 
was planned to mark the 20 years of worship 
and mission there. Further details will be 
available later. 

• A meeting to plan how the church premises can 

be kept in good repair has been arranged for    
8 pm on Friday 30 August. Anyone who can 
help in planning how the maintenance of the 
church can be organised is welcome to attend. 

• A volunteer for secretary/coordinator is still 

needed for Junior Church and Youth activities. 

• Plans for ZAK visit were discussed. 

• The level of Ministry and Mission contribution 

for next year was discussed. 

• New cushions have been ordered for the pews 

and the purchase of the carpet and chairs for 
the organ corner was approved. 

• Discussions about the Friday Prayer Group/ 

Bible Study/ Open Church were begun at the 
meeting. Pat Johnson will be asking your views 
on the future of these groups. 

• £1,000 has been raised so far for the Junior 

Church charity ‘Zeer Pots’. Two gardens will be 
open in August for church funds. 

• The Healing Service on Sunday 27 October will 

be at 4 p.m. rather than 6.30p.m. 

• The Harvest Supper will be on Saturday 28 

September at 6p.m. [see page 2 of this issue.] 

Isobel Evans 



Items for the October / November  2013 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor  

by Sunday 22nd September 2013 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    (Communion celebrated  
    1

st
 Sunday in the month) 

           6.30 pm  Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays   
    Communion 2

nd
 Sunday in the month 

     

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.30 am Bible Study (1st & 3rd  Wednesday) 
    2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm Men’s Forum       (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 
   6.30pm - 7.30pm Open Church (2nd & 4th in month) 
   8.00 pm Music Group 
 

Friday  9.45 am – 10.15 am  Prayer Group 
Saturday     4.30 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:   Revd. Caroline Vodden 
Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin 
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                   Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                  Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Children of Fiji 
Children of Fiji charity is a charity set up by Peter and 
Margaret Long a couple who live near Dorchester in 
2000. 

The charity ‘Children of Fiji’ is formed on 
humanitarian grounds and has no religious or 
political affiliation. Their fundamental belief is that all 
children have an equal right to opportunities, 
including love, healthcare and education. This right 
is not dependent on gender, ethnic origin, cultural 
background, ability, religious belief or financial 
status.  

Peter and Margaret Long visit Fiji twice a year and 
over the years have set up and supported many 
projects in Fiji. They have set up nurseries for pre-
school children, dining facilities in schools and toilet 
and shower blocks in schools. They have provided a 
boat to help children get to school across a bay and 
even helped build a bridge across a river so children 
didn’t have to walk the long way round to get to 
school. 

This year in a joint project with the Fiji government 
(who paid the air fares) they have enabled a young 
boy, Timoci, to get to Hawaii where surgeons have 
agreed to operate (free of charge) to repair leg 
muscles enabling him to gain leg movement and the 
potential to walk. A second child will be going to 
Honolulu for a similar operation once the passports 
and visas are sorted 

There is a picture on their web site of The Ground 
Breaking ceremony at Jasper Williams High School 
(Lautoka) where their latest project to provide dining  

 
facilities has just started. 

They are currently fund-raising to build a 
kindergarten for deaf children in Fiji and prisoners at 
Wakefield jail have translated children’s stories into 
Braille for them. 

Now, here is an offer they cannot ignore. Last time 
they were in Fiji they distributed solar lanterns to 
families with children but without electricity.  These  
were  well  received  and  are making a huge 
difference to these families. They reported back to 
the person promoting these lamps. He was so 
pleased that he has pledged to double any 
contributions to distribute more lamps (up to a 
maximum of £100). These solar powered lanterns 
are perfect for remote communities that do not have 
electricity. They cost £10 (30FJD) each. 

On February 19th 2013 during their last visit to Fiji 
they attended the official opening of their latest 
kindergarten 'Sweet Smiles' and saw play equipment 
at Tabia on Vanua Levu that their charity had 
provided. 

Peter and Margaret fund their trips to Fiji by marking 
exam papers in the summer months and all the 
money raised for the charity goes towards funding 
their many projects. 

If you would like to go on their web site -  
www.childrenoffiji.co.uk - you can find out all about 
them and I hope you will all feel that this is a cause 
well worth supporting. 

Thank you. 
Janet Meachin 


