
Dear FriendsDear FriendsDear FriendsDear Friends 

H appy Easter!  The Lord is risen!  Alleluia!  It 
feels good to start this month’s letter with such 

a joyful greeting.  This is the whole basis of our 
faith and hope, the foundation on which our church 
is built.  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, born a 
vulnerable babe in Bethlehem, walked the 
highways and byways of Galilee teaching and living 
the love of God, suffered and died because of 
human sinfulness, and was raised to life by God 
the Father on the Third Day.  Because he lives, we 
too can live, not only now but eternally! (John 
14.19)  What more joyful news can there be? 

E aster is a time of new beginnings.  For Jesus’ 
disciples it was at first a time of waiting; waiting 

for the gift which Jesus had promised, the 
outpouring of his Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  But 
John’s Gospel tells us that after the resurrection, 
when Jesus appeared to his disciples in a locked 
room in Jerusalem, even then he breathed his Holy 
Spirit upon them to equip and encourage them for 
the work to which they would be called. (John 
20.22) 

N ow is a time of new beginnings in the life of 
Broadstone URC as we induct for a further 

term of service the three Elders re-elected at our 
Annual General Meeting in March.  We shall pray 
for a renewed outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit upon 
them to equip and encourage them for the work to 
which they have been called.  There are currently 
eleven Elders on the serving Eldership team.  This 
is four short of the number determined by Church 
Meeting.  Perhaps we do not need 15 Elders for the 
size of our congregation, but the fewer the number, 
the more responsibilities must be shared between 
them, the greater the frequency of  ‘duties’ on a 
Sunday morning, the higher the number of 
members allocated to each Elder’s pastoral list. 

I  have been encouraged by some of the 
conversations I have had this year with those 

nominated to serve on the Eldership.  I hope and 
pray that some of these conversations may bear 
fruit in the future.  In the meantime, please do take 
seriously any requests for volunteers to help with 
the many tasks needed to enable the church not 
only to function but to grow.  God’s Spirit is not just 
for a select few, but for all of us as members of the 
body of Christ.  If there is something you think the 
church ‘should’ be doing, please consider whether 
you could help to make it happen. 

I  thank God for the church.  It has been a 
wonderful place of fellowship for the followers of 

Jesus for two thousand years.  It provides comfort 
and support in troubled times; encouragement and 
opportunities for discipleship; occasions for shared 
joy and celebration.  It is the Lord’s church and we 
are members of it by his grace. 

W e owe a debt of gratitude to all who have 
worked so hard throughout the history of 

Broadstone URC.  At this time we thank Pat for her 
devoted and unstinting service as Church 
Secretary for the past five years, and Roy who has 
carried the baton of property maintenance over the 
past twelve months.  As the task of Church 
Secretary is taken over jointly by Isobel (Evans) 
and Janet (Meachin), please encourage them with 
your prayers and active support.  As we look for a 
new Property Convenor, I encourage you all to 
read on in Pathway and see how you might be able 
to help. 

E aster is good news for the church.  It is good 
news for you and me.  It is a new beginning.  

May the Lord fill us all with Easter joy and 
resurrection life!  God bless you.  

  With love in Christ,With love in Christ,With love in Christ,With love in Christ,    

                CarolineCarolineCarolineCaroline    
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We remember in our prayers those who are or 

have recently been unwell: Ann Blendell, the 
Dove family (Sam, Kelvin, Isabella and Amelia), 
Dawn Edge, Jill Freemantle, Jean Girling, Denis 
Gladwin, David Hoyle, Cecil and June 
Lawrence, Ann Longley, Margaret Roberts and 
Pam Toobe.  We pray especially for Margaret 
Roberts following the recent death of her brother 
Peter in Grand Cayman. 

We also pray for Peggy Newbury and Gwyneth 
Maling on the anniversary of the deaths of Ken 
and David, and for Peter & Jeremy Merkli as they 
move house. 

We continue to pray for Rob Garnett, John Mogg, 
Evaline Nott, Ethel Pratt, Peggy Roberts, Pam 
Sales, Elvine Sidey and Rene Stoddart. 

Congratulations ... 

to Vikki and Jason Thomas on the recent 
baptism of children Bryony, Harvey and Poppy 
Maria (see photo opposite). 

to Lynda Taylor, daughter of Sandra and Phil,  
on her recent engagement to Ian Bradick. 

to Helen Tudor, daughter of Margaret and Jim, 
on her recent engagement to Michael Fosbrook. 

to Margaret & Jim Tudor on their 40th Wedding 
Anniversary 

We welcome  Pauline Luck into membership of 
our congregation. 

Good luck to all our young people taking exams 
during the coming weeks. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Dates for Your Diary 
Church Meeting, followed by  28 April  

Ploughman's Lunch 12 noon -   

Churches Together in Broadstone  1 May 

Annual General Meeting 2.30pm 

St Anthony's    

Flower Festival celebrating 110th 10 - 12 May 

Anniversary times vary 

St Martin’s URC, West Moors 

Growing the Church: Wessex  11 May 

Synod conference  10am - 4.15pm  

London Street URC, Basingstoke.  

Fund-raising Roast Lunch  19 May 

after Morning Worship c.12 noon 

Family Pop-In 22 June 

                                       10.30am -12.30pm 

Oasis/Junior Church BBQ 23 June 

Church Field (Hall if wet!)  5.00pm 

Youth Assembly  

This year, Emily, Alison Meachin and I drove to 
Youth Assembly at Whitemoor Lakes in 
Staffordshire. When we arrived, we had 
registration and dinner and later on we had 
worship. Afterwards we were split into our synods 
to take part in a quiz, Wessex had lots of people, 
and we had 15 young people and 4 adults. Our 
team name was “Wessex Massive!” And guess 
what? We won the quiz! 

The next morning, we had business and a mock 
motion. After break, we went to our workshops. I 
chose Fresh Expressions which focus on new 
ways of making church relevant for today’s 
society eg Skateboarding church, Café church, 
sport clubs etc. Before we went to lunch, we had 
an interview session with 3 moderators and the 
session was set as a game show, “Would I lie to 
you?” It was great fun! After lunch, we had some 
more business and we went to our second 
workshops. I chose Spiritual Gifts, this session 
was about people’s talents and gifts for the 
service of the church and their vocation. It was a  

 

great eye opener and it was very helpful. Before 
dinner, we had elections and nomination 
announcements. I was nominated to be part of a 
BYC (British Youth Council) team for FAB (FURY 
Advisory Board). After dinner, we had a comedy 
night with a famous Christian comedian Andy 
Kind. It was a great laugh!! Before bedtime we 
had midnight communion. 

Sunday morning, we had a big discussion on the 
“IF” campaign which FURY is supporting this 
year. This is similar to “Make Poverty History”. 
Nearly one billion people go to bed hungry every 
night and two million children die from 
malnutrition every year. All around the world, 
even in the UK, people are struggling to feed 
their families. In June, the world’s most powerful 
leaders will meet in the UK at the G8 to discuss 
the matters of Aid, Tax, Land and Transparency. 
Finally, we went to our synod groups and later on 
we had worship all together and had the 
moderator’s handover. 
Saz Holland 

Thank you 
 I was very touched to receive a planter of 

bright Spring flowers at the AGM.  They 

have cheered up my balcony so much that I 

could really believe that Spring is just about 

to appear.  Thank you so much for the gift 

and for the help and support that you have 

given me over the last few years while I have 

been Secretary. 
Pat Johnson 

May the Lord bless you and keep you ........ 



Music with a Ploughman’s Lunch   

Vikki & Jason Thomas celebrate the baptism 
of children (l to r) Poppy Maria, Harvey and 

Bryony with Caroline. 

Flowers for Mothering Sunday ... and for Easter 

Our talented musicians playing during the 
recent Ploughman’s lunch in aid of Junior 

Church’s Zeer Pot charity  



Fun at Easter Pop-In 
Photos by Emily Meachin, Margaret & Jim Tudor 



I thank thee God, that I 
have lived 

 
I thank thee God, that I have lived 
In this great world and known its many joys: 
The songs of birds, the strongest sweet 
scent of hay, 
And cooling breezes in the secret dusk; 
The flaming sunsets at the close of day, 
Hills and the lovely, heather-covered moors; 
Music at night, and the moonlight on the sea, 
The beat of waves upon the rocky shore 
And wild white spray, flung high in ecstasy; 
The faithful eyes of dogs, and treasured 
books, 
The love of Kin and fellowship of friends 
And all that makes life dear and beautiful. 
 
I thank Thee too, that there has come to me 
A little sorrow and sometimes defeat, 
A little heartache and the loneliness 
That comes with parting and the words 
'Good-bye'; 
Dawn breaking after weary hours of pain, 
When I discovered that night's gloom must 
yield 
And morning light break through to me again. 
Because of these and other blessings poured 
Unasked upon my wondering head, 
Because I know that there is yet to come 
An even richer and more glorious life, 
And most of all, because Thine only Son 
Once sacrificed life's loveliness for me, 
I thank Thee, God, that I have lived. 
 
Elizabeth Craven ( 1750-1828) 
 
Submitted by Ann Scriven in memory of her 
father 

Let your fire fall  
 

Come and show Your power as in days of old 
Burn up the idols of wood and stone 
Lord let Your fire fall 
 

We come before You Father 
We offer You our lives 
Our hearts are on Your altar 
Consume the sacrifice 
Lord let Your fire fall 
 
Come and show Your power in our midst 
today 
Holy Spirit come and have Your way 
Lord let Your fire fall 
 

Purify Your people 
Set our hearts aflame 
Give us holy passion 
Come and glorify Your name 
Lord let Your fire fall 
 

Paul Wilbur  
Submitted by Saz Holland 

Further to news in the last issue of Pathway, the 
group from our twin church in Frankenthal are now 
visiting us Wednesday 31st July (a day earlier than 
previously announced) to Monday 5th August 2013. 
While a few details are still to be confirmed, the  
programme of events will include: 

• A Tour of the RNLI College & Training 

facilities in Poole on Friday 2nd August, at 
11am. 

• A Coach Trip to Salisbury, with Guided Tour 

of Salisbury Cathedral, on Saturday 3rd 
August, leaving at approx. 9.am 

• A Ceilidh, at the Junction Sports Centre in 

Broadstone, on Friday 2nd August, at 7pm. 

• A Ploughman’s Lunch on Sunday 4th August 

following a joint Morning Service 

Tickets/signup sheets for all of these events and 
others will be made available / posted on the Hall 
noticeboard very shortly. 

So please keep your diaries free for these dates 
and come and make this a memorable 25th 
Anniversary!! 

Jim Tudor 

25th Anniversary Visit by Zwılf-Apostel-Kirche, Frankenthal  

31st July  -  5
th

 August 2013 

News from March Church Meeting 

The meeting was necessarily brief given the 
preceding Annual General Meeting. (Reports from 
the latter will be given in this and the next issue of 
Pathway.) 

The idea of replacing pews with chairs and 
carpeting the North transept area as a "quiet 
corner" for those wishing to pray or discuss 
problems after church, and as a possible home for 
audio/visual controls, was discussed. No clear 
agreement was reached on the proposal which 
was deferred for further consideration. 

The meeting agreed to Pauline Luck’s transfer of 
membership from Richmond Hill St Andrews URC 
[see page 2 of this  issue]. 
Jim Tudor 



Items for the June/July 2013 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 19th May 2013 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    (Communion celebrated  
    1

st
 Sunday in the month) 

           6.30 pm  Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays   
    Communion 2

nd
 Sunday in the month 

     

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.30 am Bible Study (1st & 3rd  Wednesday) 
    2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm Men’s Forum       (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 

   6.30pm - 7.30pm Open Church (2nd & 4th in month) 
   8.00 pm Music Group 
 

Friday  9.45 am – 10.15 am  Prayer Group 
Saturday     4.30 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:   Revd. Caroline Vodden 
Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                   Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                  Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 

 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Wessex Synod Children’s Day  
I’m a piece!....hmmmm you might be wondering! At 
Wessex Synod Children’s Day, we were part of a 
jigsaw to resolve the issues of food, hunger and 
fairness around the world. 
In the morning, we had games and we were split 
into our teams for the day, red, yellow and green. 
We explored our theme and we had 3 activities to 
do. My team (Red), learnt about the IF campaign. 
We drew and painted a big jigsaw shaped as a 
massive cross to show synod about these issues. 
After lunch, the Red team painted and decorated 
plates about hunger and sharing food. As well, we 
drew our designs on paper to send to the G8 
summit. Afterwards, we went to the kitchen where 
Janet Meachin was leading our last activity. We 
learnt about fair-trade and local produce. Later we 
prepared and assembled fruit kebabs for us to eat. 
Yummy! 
Before we joined Synod, Ruth our CYDO led a 
reflective session. We all sat in a circle and we 
were listening to the story of the Feeding the 5000. 
We were given some sweet milk chocolate to eat 
while thinking about the good or happy times in life 
which we are thankful to God for. Then, we were 
given 85% cocoa dark chocolate which was bitter. 
While eating, we were thinking about the bad or 
“bitter” times eg. poverty, hunger, wars etc which 
we need God’s helping hand. 
Finally, we went to join the Synod for worship. 
Ruth and some of the children presented the 
issues we discussed and activities we did during 
day. At the end of worship we sang all together, 
Our God is a great big God! 
Saz Holland  

Property Convenor – Women 
and men, please read on! 
The Church is not a building; it is the people of 
God.   But our buildings are where the church 
meets to worship and to share fellowship 
together; they are the place to which we can 
invite others to come and hear the good news 
of Jesus Christ, to find new life, to celebrate 
the joy of Incarnation and Resurrection, to 
draw near to God and to find a welcome in 
God’s family.   

Our buildings are a precious resource and 
they need caring for. Could you help, or do 
you know someone who could?  Perhaps you 
do not have any DIY skills at all and cannot 
even handle a screwdriver efficiently - but 
could you be on the end of a phone and 
maintain a list of jobs that need doing?  Could 
you keep a list of skilled volunteers and 
professional contractors and call upon them 
when needed?  Would you be willing to meet 
regularly as part of a group to prioritise and 
organise the work that needs doing?  Do you 
have particular skills which you could offer to 
the church as and when required?  Would you 
like to meet up for a coffee and chat whilst 
doing simple maintenance jobs on a regular 
basis? 

If you can answer ‘Yes’ to any one of these 
questions, please speak to your Elder, the 
Church Secretaries or the Minister.   


