
Dear FriendsDear FriendsDear FriendsDear Friends 

I  recently came across this reflection, written by Susan Hibbins as her editorial introduction to 
‘The Upper Room’, daily meditations from the Bible 
Reading Fellowship (September-December 2011).  

"While on holiday in Devon we decided to take a 
boat trip on the River Dart.  We were the first 
customers and the boatman asked us to wait to 
see if there were others who wanted to join us on 
the sparkling waterway.  The Dart was full of 
boats of all shapes and sizes, and it was a 
pleasure to sit and watch them, listening to the 
slap of water against our hull and to the crying of 
the gulls circling endlessly overhead. 

"The boat was tied alongside with a rope through 
a ring on the harbour wall.  Every so often, as 
other boats went by and disturbed the water, our 
boat was pulled outwards as if it would move with 
the current into the river, only to be pulled up 
short by the rope, which stopped it from going 
any further. 

"As I watched this process a number of times, I 
asked myself how often we are held back as 
Christians: Are there things in our lives that 
prevent us from moving forward spiritually?  
Maybe we are invited to take part in a new form 
of service for others or to undertake a role at 
church that we have never considered before, 
and  something  holds  us  back.  Are we afraid of   

 
failure?  Is it a reluctance to commit ourselves 
wholeheartedly to serving God?  Do we fear 
trying new things in case they take us out of our 
familiar routine? 

"While the boat was tied to the harbour wall, it 
was going nowhere; it could not do what it was 
built to do.  While we, too, are tied to our own 
‘harbour walls’, we may be missing out on those 
new things that God has prepared for us to do 
and enjoy.  Are we ready to set sail?" 

I  wonder if this speaks to you, as it spoke to me, of the challenge of ‘going with the flow’ of God’s 
Holy Spirit as we move forward into 2013?  Where 
does God want to lead us?  And what might be 
holding us back?  In particular, what new forms of 
service or different roles might God be calling us to 
undertake this year?   

P at has carried out the role of Church Secretary faithfully for five years.  Now it is time for this 
task to be handed on.  Might you have some of the 
skills and gifts necessary to this role?  Or might you 
be able to support and encourage someone else?  
Might you have new gifts to bring to the Eldership 
team?  Maybe you have not yet taken the plunge of 
baptism or church membership.  Or maybe you 
have not yet been involved in an ecumenical event, 
sharing with Christians from other parts of the 
church in Broadstone.  Perhaps you might take part 
for the first time in one of the Churches Together 
study groups for Lent? 

I  am reminded of another boat story:  "One day Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let us go over to the 
other side of the lake.’ So they got into a boat and set 
out.  As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came 
down on the lake, so that the boat was being 
swamped.  The disciples woke him, saying, ‘Master, 
Master, we’re going to drown!’  He got up and 
rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm 
subsided, and all was calm. ‘Where is your faith?’ he 
asked his disciples." (Luke 8.22-25) 

A s we move on into 2013 may we encourage one another to venture out into deeper waters 
of faith, love and Christian service, confident that 
our Lord Jesus will never let us be overwhelmed.  
God bless you all. 

    With love in Christ,With love in Christ,With love in Christ,With love in Christ,    

                CarolineCarolineCarolineCaroline    
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Dates for Your Diary 
Vision 2020; Spirituality & Prayer 9 Feb 

workshop run by GEAR  10am - 5pm  

Beacon Church, Canford Heath.   

Fairtrade Fortnight 25 Feb - 10 Mar 

United Service: Women’s World  1 Mar                   

Day of Prayer. Speaker: Father  10.30 am 

Mark Skelton, St Mary’s RC Church, Poole  

BURC  

Mission Supper; Friends of Vellore 2 March 

 6 pm 

Wessex Synod meeting 9 Mar  

Richmond Hill St Andrews URC, Bournemouth 

Family Pop-In  23 Mar 

 10.30am-12.30pm 

Church AGM and Church Meeting 26 Mar 

 7.45 pm 



 

 

 

We remember in our prayers those who have 

recently been unwell: Sandra Byrne, Rob 
Garnett, Sheila McMahon, Pam Sales, Pat Snow 
and Basil Williams. 

We continue to pray for Joan Banfield, Saz 
Holland, Mary Joyce, John Mogg, Evaline Nott, 
Ethel Pratt, Peggy Roberts and Rene Stoddart. 

We remember also the family of Zena Hooper, 
who died on 28 January at the age of 90, and Ann 
Scriven after the death of her sister in Spain on 
New Year's Day. 

We also continue to remember Stan Oldring, 
daughter Linda and the family in our prayers 
following the death in December of Audrey Oldring 
(see right). 

Congratulations ... 

to Nora McNiven on her 80th birthday and 

to Rita Smith on her 91st birthday, both in January 

FAMILY NEWS 

Thank you to all of our friends who so kindly 

sent messages, prayed for us and helped 

with Audrey's Service of Thanksgiving. The 

service was very special for us and we were 

so pleased that so many of you were able to 

share in it. 

Stan, Linda, David, Hannah and Charlotte 

 

Audrey Oldring  
9th August 1932 - 20th December 2103 

Audrey came to Broadstone in 1982 when a 
bank move for husband Stan brought them to 
the warmer climes of Dorset, near to their 
younger daughter Linda and husband Dave, 
where they later had the joy of becoming 
grandparents to Hannah and Charlotte.   

Audrey put her skills and energies to good use 
for the benefit of our church. She organised 
flower deliveries, communion preparation, stalls 
at various bazaars etc, and served for several 
years as an Elder.   She was also co-organiser, 
with Ann Biggs, of the Broadstone Age Concern 
Day Centre, where she focussed on organising 
the volunteer catering teams from the five 
Broadstone churches and designing appropriate 
menus.   For 20 years the Day Centre was very 
much a part of Audrey's (and Stan’s) life, for 
which they both received a Mayor’s Volunteer 
Long Service Award in 1998, along with Ann and 
the late Eileen Jones. 

Audrey was always ready to offer a helping 
hand, a gentle smile, a word of encouragement.  
She did not seek public accolade or thanks, she 
did not want a fuss, but she did the Lord’s work 
faithfully alongside Stan, serving God and 
serving others.   She will be sadly missed by all 
but our thoughts and prayers are with Stan and 
the rest of the Family. 

Goodbye Audrey it was a pleasure to have 
known you as a lovely Church Friend. 
Linda Smith and others 

News from recent 
Church Meetings 

The January Church meeting was held at 12 
o’clock after Morning Service as an 
experiment to encourage greater attendance, 
but unfortunately it was a cold and snowy day 
which prevented some people from attending. 
The meeting was followed by a soup and 
ploughman’s lunch. 

The meeting started with the reading of the 
minutes and discussion of matters arising.  

Modifications to the North transept were 
considered. These envisage removing the 
pews, carpeting the area (approx cost £600) 
and using some of the chairs from The Corner 
to create a quiet reflection area. The area 
would also house the audio/ visual control 
desk.  

Elders elections and the need to return 
nominations by the end of the month and 
progress of the LMMR [Local Ministry & 
Mission Review] were discussed.   

The fundraising committee helped to raise 
over £3,000 during 2012 and thanks were 
given to all those involved. The committee 
was formally disbanded and request for 
volunteers for a new committee made 
together with any new or favourite ideas. 
Isobel Evans, Amanda King-Underwood, 
Margaret Tudor and Paul Dyer have signalled 
their willingness to continue.  

Continued on back page 

Visit by Zwılf-Apostel-Kirche, Frankenthal  
1st - 5th August 2013 

As you may know, a group from our twin church in 
Frankenthal, is planning to visit us to celebrate the 
25th Anniversary of our Twinning, from Thursday 
1st - Monday 5th August 2013. 
At this stage, it would be very helpful for those 
organising the visit to know whether you would like 
to share in the twinning visit by: 

• Being a host for our visitors and/or 

• Helping in the planning of an event/activity  

I hope that this visit will provide everyone with an 
opportunity to show the Christian love and 
fellowship that unites us with our friends from 
Frankenthal. 
Jim Tudor 



Fun at Noah’s Ark  Pop-In 



Think of a world without 
any flowers 

"Think of a world without any flowers" goes 
the hymn. Our church would be a much 
poorer place without flowers. But what 
happens afterwards to the lovely flowers that 
have been donated and arranged each week, 
ready for us to enjoy during the Sunday 
services? 

Red carnations decorating the church at Christmas 

 
Well, there is a small group of people who in 
turn give generously of their time to ‘bunch’ up 
the flowers and deliver them to those 
members and friends who may not be feeling 
so well that week, or who have a special 
celebration. 
I am sure that you would like me to thank all 
those who have done this over the past year 
and, particularly, to thank Sandra Byrne who 
has been on the flower distribution rota for 
many years and is now standing down. 
Fortunately, we have had some new people 
joining our 'happy band' so there may be a 
few different faces knocking on your door 
during the coming year. 
If you feel you can help us, especially after 
Easter and Harvest when we have up to 20 
bunches to deliver, that would be much 
appreciated. You see our names on the 
newssheet each week so just let one of us 
know. As the saying goes, 'many hands make 
light work' so anyone is very welcome to join 
us. 

Margaret Tudor 

100 millionth Bible printed 

China has become the biggest Bible publisher in 
the world after printing its 100 millionth copy, 
according to the country's only authorised Bible-
printing company. One in four new Bibles in the 
world are printed in China today.   

Amity Printing Co Ltd Chairman Qiu Zhonghui 
said the company has printed about 60 million 
copies in China, including editions in nine ethnic-
group languages. The company has provided 
copies in more than 90 languages to about 70 
countries and regions in the world. China has 
become the biggest publisher of Bibles 
worldwide.  

Amity Printing is a joint venture between China's 
Amity Foundation and the United Bible Societies. 
The company has been publishing the Bible 
since 1987. 

Due to Chinese government policies, Amity 
Printing benefits from being exempt from various 
taxes when producing the Bible, Qiu said, "There 
are more than 70 sales outlets nationwide that 
sell the book."  The printing house reached an 
annual capacity of 10 million Bibles in 2010 after 
the company moved to a new site with better 
equipment, streamlined procedures and rigorous 
quality-control measures. 

The company printed a special edition for the 
100 millionth Bible, with a cover made of bamboo 
to symbolise the fountain of life cherished in 
Christian belief that will continue to flourish in 
China. With 16 million Christians attending 
55,000 churches or gathering venues, the 
Chinese government also encourages further 
cooperation between Chinese and overseas 
churches and Christian circles. Guo Wei, 
spokeswoman for the State Administration for 
Religious Affairs, said, "The Chinese government 
respects and protects religious freedom and will 
continue to support printing and publishing Bibles 
in China."  

Summarised from China Daily, submitted by Jim 
Tudor 

Workers packing bibles at Amity Printing, Nanjing. 



From other churches notices… 

For those of you who have children and 

don't know it, we have a nursery 

downstairs. 

Youth Execs’ new take on the Lord’s prayer 

Hi God 

Help us to make the right choices so we can live 
out your plans for us. 

Continue to give us what we need everyday, and 
thank you for all the extras you give us on top of 
this. 

Sorry for all the bad things we’re done, help us to 
make sure we don’t do them again. 

Give us a hand to forgive people who have done 
bad things to us. 

Provide us with strength and confidence to be 
able to say no when temptation starts to take us 
over. 

You are everything! 

Amen 

Submitted by Saz Holland 

Music band……..fancy being Miriam?? 

I will sing to the Lord, because he is worthy 
of great honour. Exodus 15 v1 (NCV)  

Music is a gift from God! Music can bring 
people together! In the Exodus story, Miriam 
brought people together to celebrate and 
worship God. After God saved the Israelites 
from Egypt, they wanted to praise him for his 
greatness and his mighty power. From this 
inspiring story, we still carry on the tradition 
to worship God with music to this very day! 
Over 3,000 years ago!!  

Today, our church is blessed with lots of 
musical talents within our congregation! This 
year, our band, is looking for people with 
musical gifts to join us. If you sing, join; play 
the guitar, join; play a flute, join; have a 
musical gift, join! Here’s an open invitation to 
you all! It will be great to see you there! We 
are hoping to meet up twice a month and 
each session lasts up to 30 minutes. So, If 
you fancy being like Miriam, do speak to 
Caroline or myself.  
Saz Holland 

Miriam’s song – Debbie Friedman 
 
And the women dancing with their timbrels, 
Followed Miriam as she sang her song, 
Sing a song to the One whom we've exalted, 
Miriam and the women danced and danced the 
whole night long 
And Miriam was a weaver of unique variety 
The tapestry she wove was one which sang our 
history. 
With every thread and every strand she crafted 
her delight! 
A woman touched with spirit, she dances toward 
the light 
When Miriam stood upon the shores and gazed 
across the sea 
The wonder of this miracle she soon came to 
believe. 
Whoever thought the sea would part with an 
outstretched hand 
And we would pass to freedom and march to the 
promised land! 
And Miriam the prophet took her timbrel in her 
hand, 
And all the women followed her just as she had 
planned, 
And Miriam raised her voice in song- 
She sang with praise and might 
We've just lived through a miracle  
We're going to dance tonight!! 
 
Submitted by Saz Holland 

Forgive Me Lent reflection – Maher Zain 

I'm about to lose the battle and cross the line 
I'm about to make another mistake 
And even though I try to stay away  
Everything around me keeps dragging me in 
I can't help thinking to myself 
What if my time would end today,  
Can I guarantee that I will get another chance 
Before it's too late, 

Am I out of my mind? 
What did I do? 
I feel so bad 
And every time I try to start all over again 
My shame comes back to haunt me 
I'm trying hard to walk away but  
temptation is surrounding me,  
I wish that I could find the strength to change my 
life 

Gracious God, I know, you're the most forgiving 
And that you've promised to always be there  
when I call upon you 
So now I'm standing here ashamed of  
all the mistakes I've committed 
Please don't turn me away and hear my prayer  
when I ask you to 

Forgive me 
My heart is so full of regret 
Forgive me 
Now is the right time for me to repent  

Submitted by Saz Holland 



Everyone reading this will be aware of the 
importance to our own Church finances of regular 
weekly offerings.   As with many other churches, 
we here at Broadstone URC use the weekly 
envelope scheme. These envelopes help our 
Treasurer to plan and budget for our future needs 
and, at times, those of the wider world.   However, 
one of the most important aspects of using the 
envelopes is that it enables us to recover tax paid 

by you through the Gift Aid Scheme.  This makes 
every pound you give turn into £1.25 – what a 
difference that makes to our Church finances!!! 

Most members of the church family have already 
signed up under this scheme – some many years 
ago.   This year HM Revenue and Customs have 
become aware that sometimes people no longer 
pay income tax, or possibly make donations 
through the year which exceed the tax 
reclaimable.  To cover this they have brought out 
a new form of Gift Aid declaration.   The good 
news is that anyone for whom I hold a current 
form will not be required to complete a new one!!!    

However, I am legally required by HMRC to inform 
all of you who are able to Gift Aid that, should your 
charitable donations (and that means the total of 
ALL donations made to any charity during the tax 
year) exceed the tax you pay in that year then you 
must declare it to the charity making the Gift Aid 
claim.   In this case, this means me!! 

I appreciate that this is a difficult subject to grasp 

and it has not been easy for me to explain it. But, 
in simple terms, if you donate a total of £100 a 
year to all those charities you support, then £25 of 
tax paid by you will cover your donations.  If 
anyone is unsure about this, please don’t hesitate 
to ask me. 

Of course, if anyone not already doing so would 
like to join the weekly offering envelope scheme or 
make a Gift Aid declaration, then I will be only too 
pleased to help out. 

Mick Rowberry 

Items for the April/May 2013 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 24th March 2013 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    (Communion celebrated  
    1

st
 Sunday in the month) 

           6.30 pm  Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays   
    Communion 2

nd
 Sunday in the month 

     

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.30 am Bible Study (1st & 3rd  Wednesday) 
    2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm Men’s Forum       (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 
   6.30pm - 7.30pm Open Church (2nd & 4th in month) 
   8.00 pm Music Group 
 

Friday  9.45 am – 10.15 am  Prayer Group 
Saturday     4.30 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:   Revd. Caroline Vodden 
Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:   Mrs Pat Johnson 
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                   Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                  Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Weekly Offerings need not be taxing 

continued from page 2 

The rest of the meeting was dominated by the 
announcement of the Pat’s decision to relinquish 
the church secretary role at the AGM. Thanks 
were given for Pat’s contribution and then 
discussions took place on how the role could be 
fulfilled in future. A suggestion was tabled that the 
role could be split into two areas with one role 
handling the day-to-day activities and the other 
focusing on occasional activities such as 
correspondence for Book of Remembrance, or 
Advent Service of Remembrance. Caroline split 
the meeting into groups to discuss further and 
challenged everybody to have at least one 
conversation with a fellow member about the role. 
She also reminded everybody that the church 
secretary needs to be an Elder and that may 
influence nominations for the coming elections.  
Roy King-Underwood, on behalf of the Elders.  


