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Dear Friends 

I t was my recent privilege and pleasure to visit the 
Sagrada Família, or to give its full name the 

Templo Expiatorio de la Sagrada Familia (or, in 
English, the Basilica and Expiatory Church of the 
Holy Family), the renowned large Roman Catholic 
church in Barcelona, designed by Catalan Spanish 

architect Antoni Gaudí (1852–1926).  

E ven a day’s visit is not enough to either pick out 
the fantastic detail of the exteriors – or interior – 

or to interpret the context of what you see. Sources 
can tell you, for example, that Gaudí's original design 
calls for a total of eighteen spires, representing in 
ascending order of height the Twelve Apostles, the 
Virgin Mary, the four Evangelists and, tallest of all, 
Jesus Christ. As of today, 8 spires have been 
completed: four towers corresponding, in turn, to four 

apostles at the Nativity and Passion facades. 

T he mostly completed Evangelists' spires – 
forming the apse - will be surmounted by 

sculptures of their traditional symbols: a winged bull 
(Saint Luke), a winged man (Saint Matthew), an 
eagle (Saint John), and a winged lion (Saint Mark). 
The central spire of Jesus Christ is to be surmounted 
by a giant cross; its total height (170 metres) will be 
one metre less than that of Montjuïc hill in 

Barcelona.  Gaudí  believed  that his  creation should  

 
not surpass God's. The lower spires are surmounted 
by communion hosts with sheaves of wheat and 
chalices with bunches of grapes, representing the 

Eucharist. 

I nside, dozens of 65ft-high tropical tree trunk-like 
stone columns rise up to a forest-like canopy 

through which the sun's rays pour and dance across 
the walls. The Sagrada’s interior creates a heavenly 
vision of the New Jerusalem – a glimpse of God, 
something free and light and generous and intensely 

beautiful, a space fit for soaring spirits. 

S o, how is the building of the Sagrada Familia is 
of relevance to Broadstone United Reformed 

Church, with the latter’s 170 years of Christian 

worship and fellowship? 

W ell, building – and sustaining – a church is a 

matter of Faith. As Hebrews 11: 1 says, Now 
faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see. (NIV) Whether 
physically big – like the Sagrada – or ‘just’ a village 
church, we need to remember that even when the 
mortar has dried, God’s work has not been finished. 
The continuing vision behind the Sagrada reminds 
us that God’s purpose continues long after we have 
'left the stage'. As Gaudi himself once joked, “My 

client is not in a hurry.”   

T he Sagrada also reminds us that our Faith also 
needs to recognise our stewardship of God’s 

wonderful creation. In the century that will have to 
address global warming and our stewardship of the 
earth, Gaudi’s vision – of flowers, trees, of fruit and 
nature in all its forms - is even more compelling than 
it was in his time. A true creation born out of and 

reflecting God’s love for the world. 

  Yours in Christ. 

   Jim Tudor 
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Pastorate Update • Church Life in pictures • 
Mission Accomplished and Delivered • My 
Favourite Hymn • Children of Fiji Update • 
Welcome to The Real World and more…  

Dates for Your Diary  
Family Pop-In 8 April 

 10.30am - 12.30 

Junior Church Charity  9 April 

Ploughman’s lunch from 12noon 

Maundy Thursday Service 13 April 

 7.00pm 

Good Friday Procession  14 April 

Of Witness 10am from BURC 

Easter Day Holy Communion 16 April 

Service 10.30am 

Church Fund Raising Lunch 14 May 

 12.30pm 

Family Pop-In 17 June 

 10.30am - 12.30 

Wessex Synod Big Day Out 1 July 

Burgate School, Fordingbridge 10am - 4pm 



 

 

 

We remember in our prayers those who are or have 
recently been unwell and/or in hospital: Ann 
Blendell, Brian Cropp, Rob Garnett, Eileen 
Goodbody, Mary Joyce, Ann Harding, June & 
Cecil Lawrence, Alison Legg, Ann Longley, 
Sheila McMahon, John Mogg and Betty Wilson. 

Congratulations ... 

to Revd Betty Williams on her 50 years as a 

Congregational Church/United Reformed Church 
minister. (see photo on opp page.) 

FAMILY NEWS 

I would like to thank everyone at Church for 

their prayers and greetings and particularly 

the members of Yarn and Yarn for the 

Prayer Shawl which I very much appreciate 

and I know that it was knitted with love and 

prayers.  May God Bless you all.  

I hope to be back at Church soon. 

Every Blessing 

Ann (L) 

Pastorate Update 
Church Meeting has approved our completed 
‘Broadstone and Blandford Forum’ Pastorate 
Profile, which describes in some detail the 
two churches, our work and aspirations.  We 
have sent this, and the required one-page 
Pastorate Profile Summary, to the Wessex 

Synod Moderator, Revd Clare Downing. 

The Synod Moderators’ meeting in early 
March 2017 discussed the Pastorate, and we 
now appear on the vacancy list - to see it, go 
to http://www.urc-eastern.org.uk/wessex-
synod .  (NB Don’t worry that the Internet 

address refers to the Eastern Synod.) 

There are further preparatory actions for the 
Vacancy Committee to complete whilst we 
wait for responses to our Pastorate 
Profiles.  We have also yet to hear who will 
succeed our previous Interim Moderator, the 
Revd Ray Stanyon, who has moved to be the 
Development & Support Officer for Wessex 
Synod (north), based in Reading.  We are 
grateful for the help that Ray has given the 

church and pastorate to get us to this point. 

Martin Casey & Jim Tudor 

Details from the Church Secretaries 

http://www.urc-eastern.org.uk/wessex-synod
http://www.urc-eastern.org.uk/wessex-synod


 

Church Life in pictures... 
Revd Betty Williams (centre left) 
celebrates 50 years as a Congregational 
Church/United Reformed Church 
minister. Here she receives a certificate 
of thanks for her 50 years of service from 
Revd Tim Meachin and Martin Casey. 

Blooming marvellous 
Both Pearl Wilson’s mother and her sister, ‘Phil’, 
worshipped at Broadstone URC and moved to 
Lytchett Minster URC when Betty Williams was 
minister there.  After sister Phil’s passing, the 
church planted a Magnolia tree in her 
memory.  When Lytchett Minster URC closed, it 
was agreed to relocate the tree to Broadstone. It 
was root-pruned during the summer and a move 
left until now to give it the best chance of 
survival.  The pictures (right) show the tree in 
transit and in its new location, at the side of the 
church where it looks just perfect.  Our thanks go 
to Luke Bradford and his parents, Carla & Colin, 
for moving the tree. 

(left and above) Revds Gwen and Bernie Collins gave 
a very interesting presentation on training for the 
ministry in Papua New Guinea at March’s Mission 
Supper.  

Mothering Sunday flowers  



Each week, Broadstone 
Age Concern holds a Day 
Centre in the Hall at our 
church. Each church takes 
a turn in preparing the 
lunches  f o r  t hose 
attending. The Day Centre 
is always looking for 
volunteer helpers, as well 
as elderly people who 
would benef i t  f rom 
attending.  
Here we have our 
secretaries learning how to 
mash potato for 50 people. 

Twiddlemitts Update 
Since the last church AGM, the Twiddlemitts 
that have been made have generally been 
given to Poole Hospital. But, at the beginning of 
March when a few members of the church were 
taking a short service at Delph House, we 
presented them 
w i th  t h e  8 
T w i d d l e m i t t s 
shown. At the 
service in April we 
hope to find out 
how they have 

used them. 
Pat Johnson 

 

Church Life in pictures... 

In July 2016, members of Yarn 
with Yarn were set the 200 
CHALLENGE, knitting 100 hats 
and 100 neckwarmers for The 
Sailors’ Society after our service 
on Sea Sunday.  This was 
accomplished by the beginning of 
2017 and on Tuesday, 21 March, 
Marion and I went to a service in 
The Quire, Winchester Cathedral 
to mark the 199th anniversary of 
the society, with our 200 
CHALLENGE donations. 
After the service, we were given 
afternoon tea, in an area next to 
The Quire, with a great variety of 
sandwiches and cakes. We had 
our tea perched on a small ledge 
which ran round the cathedral.  
After we had managed to get to 
our feet we went to find our bags 
and boxes, as arrangements had been made with 
the society for us to present the items at the tea, 
only to find them being taken away.  The situation 
was sorted out.  All the hats and neckwarmers 
were being taken by representatives for their 
operation in Bristol, which had completely run out 
of hats. 
We spoke to Steve Loader, who is the port 
chaplain in Bristol, as well as one of the ladies 
who helps him.  Steve told us that when he visits 
a ship he takes with him a bag containing hats, 
magazines, phone cards and other useful items.  
The last time that he visited one he had no hats in 
his bag and as there were to be a number of 
ships leaving Bristol this week he was so very 
grateful for our donations.   

The photo (left) shows Marion and I 
walking towards the Cathedral on our 
way to the service (I dragooned a 
passing gentleman into taking the 
photo for us!)  Below are Steve 
Loader with his assistant and Revd 
Mark Warner with Marion and I and 
the donations. 
One of the Sailors’ Society press 
officers was at the service and asked 
about our group and how it started 
knitting for the sailors.  By the time 
you read this article you may have 
found one in the Daily Echo. 

We found it incredible that we had managed to 
supply a need at just the right time.  Holy 
serendipity? 
So, ladies, keeeeeep  knitting! 
Pat Johnson 

Mission Accomplished and Delivered 



 

 

There are so many hymns I could write about but 
I've chosen one of my favourites with a wonderful 

tune together with meaningful words. 

“Come Down O Love Divine” - Hymn 294 in 
Rejoice & Sing -  is an old hymn with much more 

input of awe & worship. It was originally written by 
Bianca Da Siena an Italian mystic poet of the 14th 
century who joined the Order of the Jesuits in 
1367. It was transplanted into English in the 19th 

century. 

Verse 1 sees us asking for the infilling of the Holy 
Spirit. This is then followed by verse 2 with the 

overpowering  of  the  ordinary  things of life being  

 
filled by the 'glorious light' which will follow as 
one’s path of life is further illuminated. Verse 3 
shows encouragement of the Christian way of life 
& being holy is a way of doing good to others. 
Verse 4 just gives the peace which is offered to all 

who accept the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

The composer of the tune Down Ampney  - 
Vaughan Williams - was a son of the vicar at the 
parish church in Down Ampney so he named the 

tune of the village of his childhood. 

May we thank God for the writers & composers of 

so many hymns to assist & beautify our worship. 

Pam Sales 

Children of Fiji - Update 

Children of Fiji is a registered charity whose 
declared aim is to advance education, health and 
welfare and to relieve poverty of children in Fiji. 
The charity was set up in the year 2000 by Peter 
and Margaret Long, a couple who live near 
Dorchester. They were both teachers who took 
early retirement to work on their charity full-time 
except for two months of the year when they mark 
A-level papers which provides an income to fund 
their travel and accommodation costs for visits to 
Fiji. All the money raised for the charity therefore 
goes towards funding their many projects.  

Peter and Margaret are currently in Fiji and we 
have received some news of their current visit. To 
give you some examples of their work this current 
visit included: 

Supplying new diagnostic kits (photo below) for the 
children's ward of the Council for World Mission 
Hospital in Suva. 

Handing over 100 fun large print books for partially 
sighted children at the Fiji School for the Blind. 
They also provided lots of fun audio books. Peter 
and Margaret commented, ”It was lovely to hear 
the laughter of the children (particularly listening to 
the antics of Horrid Henry !)” 

The official handing over of the new Children of Fiji 

boat (photo below) to the Head teacher and school 
manager of Vunicau Primary School, enabling 
children to reach school safely in a region where 
there is no bridge. 

After many long years of love and serving the 
children of Fiji Peter and Margaret have been 
honoured for a second time by the government of 
Fiji. Their work has been recognised (photo below) 
w i t h  a 
second Hon-
orary Order 
of Fiji award 
presented by 
the president 
himself. 

So what 
next? For 
one current 
project, Peter  
and Margaret 
are aiming to 
raise £1,600 
to build a new toilet block for children attending a 
Primary School and Kindergarten in Levuka. It is 
projects such as this that our communion offerings 
next month will support making a real difference to 
many poor children in Fiji. 
Ian McDonald 

My Favourite Hymn 



Items for the June/July 2017 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 21st May 2017 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Ladies’ Open House Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  vacant 

 Tel:     01202 601103  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans  
     &  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                 Mr Martin Sales 

email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday  
    in the month 
            6.30 pm  Evening Service - 4th Sunday only   
    ‘Worship and The Word':  
    informal praise, worship and discussion  
   

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
  2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at Methodist Church 

  8.00 pm Music Group 
 

 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Welcome to the real world 
 

I’m beginning to understand. 
I saw a sign once 
outside a church. It said 
Are you really living 
or just walking around 
to save the expense of a funeral?  
 

I didn’t know 
that Love is real life, 
and everything else 
is just a more or less entertaining 
way of dying, 
and I didn’t know 
that Love is like nothing on earth.  
 

Love isn’t what you fall in. 
It’s what pulls you out  
of what you fall in.  
 

Love isn’t a good feeling. 
Love is doing good 
when you’re feeling bad.  
 

Love means hanging in 
when everyone else 
shrugs their shoulders 
and goes off to McDonalds.  

 
Love means taking the knocks 
and coming back 
to try to make things better.  
 

Love hurts. 
It’s its way of telling you 
that you’re alive.  
 

And the funny thing is that  
after all 
Love does feel good. 
People say love is weak. 
But love is tougher than hate. 
Hating’s easy. 
Most of us have a gift for it.  
 

But love counts to ten 
while hate slams the door. 
Love says you 
where Hate says me.  
 

Love is the strongest weapon 
known to mankind. 
Other weapons blow people up. 
Only love puts them back 
together again.  
 
 
 

 

 
And everything that seems real, 
that looks smart, 
that feels good, 
has a sell-by date. 
But love has no sell-by date. 
Love is Long Life. 
Love is the ultimate preservative.  
 

I don’t know too much about love 
but I know a man who does, 
up there on the cross 
loving us to death.  
 

Love is the key  
to the door of the place 
he’s prepared for you 
in the kingdom of God.  
 

If you’re beginning to understand 
then welcome to the real world. 
 
Godfrey Rust 

 
© Godfrey Rust, 
www.wordsout.co.uk, all rights 
reserved. 

Welcome to The Real World 
In a recent Morning Service, Mike Wanstall included 
in his prayers extracts text from a poem entitled 
“Welcome to the Real World.” 

 
Your Editor was so taken by the full poem that 
Pathway has been given approval by the author, to 

reproduce the full text here. 


